2020 Census Non-Response Risk to North Carolina
The US Census is vital to representation, funding, and future planning in North Carolina. The US Census Bureau
is collecting 2020 Census responses through September 30,2020. While the response rates in the triad
counties are approaching or above 60%, they are lower in the mountain and coastal counties. Response rates
are reported daily at 2020census.gov/response-rates.

Using reported estimates for census driven funding, we can estimate the at-risk funds due to nonresponse.
Census stakeholders can use this information to assess the impact response rates have on funding in their
county or congressional district and work to improve response with awareness efforts and calls to action.

Congressional District Map and Data Table for Individual County Impact on Page 2

The 2020 Census response deadline is now September 30th. Door-to-door counting for nonresponding
households began on August 11, 2020. Response rates will continue to improve, but the risk of undercounting
the population is higher for areas with higher nonresponse rates. Historically, self-response provides more
accurate individual data than door-to-door counting. As of August 11, over 4 million North Carolinians need
to be counted putting at risk an estimated $7.4 billion annually for the next 10 years.
Quickly completing your census form either online (my2020census.gov), by phone (844-330-2020), or by paper
questionnaire decreases the need for a Census worker to visit your home and maintains social distancing.
The funding impact assessment is based on the following resources:
•
August 11, 2020 Nonresponse Households calculated from the US Census Bureau’s Response Rate Tracker
•
Estimated total households and average household size from the 2014-2018 American Community Survey (ACS), US Census Bureau
•
Estimated per capita funding from Counting for Dollars 2020: The Role of the Decennial Census in the Geographic Distribution of Federal Funds, George Washington
Institute for Public Policy and the North Carolina Office of State Budget and Management
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