WGWDE THE FOOD, prants anp paPER T00!

The N.C. Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service (DEACS) has developed Composting
at Home: Include the Food, Plants and Paper Too! to educate the public on backyard composting.

Do Your Part — Be Compost Smart. #CompostNC

TEXT FOR FACEBOOK Eggshe”s are a great
AND TWITTER source of calcium and

CAPTION are good for plant cell
b L L growth. Crush them up
COMPOSTING AT HOME g Want to keep your : 4l and toss them in the
- 4 | garden healthy and ' compost bin!
reduce your weekly et

garbage at the

same time? Start
backyard composting!
#CompostNC

While eggshells make
for good compost, your
backyard bin won’t get
hot enough to properly
break down eggs or
dairy products, so leave
those out. #CompostNC

Keep your compost bin
contaminant free. Make
sure you keep these
items out!
#CompostNC

Working from home?
COMPOSTING AT HOME g | After you get your
INCLUDE THE FOOD ausamove. BB || caffeine fix, toss those
tea leaves and bags

or coffee grounds and
filters in your compost
bin. Make sure tea bags
are made of paper

(not plastic) and don’t
have any staples first.

Want a well-manicured
lawn this summer?

Toss those grass and #CompostNC
plant trimmings in your

I}IIMI’IISTING ATHOME o compost bin. One of the best

: N ingredients for good

Make sure to keep I}IIMI’IISTINE AT III]ME i compost is clean
out anything diseased produce trimmings.
or treated with Banana peels, apple
herbicides, since they FRUITS AND PRODUCE cores and slimy
will contaminate your VEGETABLES | STICKERS cucumbers all go in the
compost. Also remember \,k | ?\ P bin!
not to add any weeds /u" 7 ey “|||W
with seeds: they may = Be sure to keep out little
start growing in your bin! o e e plastic produce stickers,
#CompostNC though. Those go in the

trash. #CompostNC




COMPOSTING AT HOME g

IH}

S! FALL LEAVES AND STRAW

Leaves are a great
source of brown material
for your compost bin.
Remember to always
cover your food scraps
with a thick layer of
browns! #CompostNC

COMPOSTING A

IH}

NO! paIrY PRODUCTS

THOME g

Your backyard bin
won’t get hot enough
to properly break

down eggs or dairy
products, so leave those
out or take them to a
commercial compost
facility. #CompostNC

Clearing out some
brush? Include broken up
sticks and leaves in your
compost bin. They are a
great carbon source and
give your pile structure
for air flow.

Keep chemically-treated
and painted wood scraps
separate: they don’t
belong in your compost.
#CompostNC

Most cloth contains
synthetic material, so
the lint from your dryer
isn’t just natural fiber.
Keep your compost
clean and plastic-free by
keeping dryer lint out.
#CompostNC

NEWSPAPER AND
CARDBOARD

Don’t put that shredded
newspaper or cardboard
in the recycling bin! The
compost bin is a great
place for it.

Double check for tape,
stickers, and staples
before dropping it in, and
keep out anything glossy
or waxy. #CompostNC

Produce stickers are non-
compostable and hard to
remove once introduced
into the compost stream.
Remember to remove
them from all produce.
#CompostNC

Meat, fish and bones
need perfect conditions
to break down. They
don’t belong in your
backyard compost

bin. Make reasonable
portions and avoid food
waste! Put leftovers in
the trash. #CompostNC

Pet waste can contain
pathogens that are
infectious to other
animals and humans.
While on a walk or
cleaning the litter box,
put waste in a plastic
bag, then put it in the
trash. #CompostNC

INO! FOOD COOKED WITH GREASE

Greasy food will ruin

the chemistry of your
backyard compost pile.
When you have oily
leftovers, put them in the
trash. #CompostNC

It may look like a “paper”
plate, but sometimes it
is lined with plastic and
cannot be composted.
It’s hard to distinguish
between these products,
so best to keep them

out of home composting
systems. #CompostNC




BPIl compostable
products need precise
temperatures and
chemistry to break
down. Most backyard
compost piles can’t meet
those conditions so take
them to a commercial
drop-off or contract
with a compost hauler

if available. Use durable
service ware when
possible! #CompostNC

N O SonresTABLE Foop sErvice ware
2 AND COMPOSTABLE BAGS

Cleaned up your yard?
Ready to reduce what
you’re throwing away?
Always wanted to

; compost? It’s easy!
Eeee e Here’s how to get

i started. #CompostNC

When you compost,
nature is your guide.
SPRING: SUMMER: KHOW What to do In
e . B e every season to have a

to kick-start oo browns. If b k d
th . by the terial

@ process 3 dgrmn great backyard compost

. more water. .
R~ -
e WINTER: pile. #CompostNC
Gather leaves to use As the temperature drops,
year-round. decomposition will slow
Add clean, @ﬁ( “ down or pause \ |
unpainted 4~ butwill e
pumpkins. = resume after
it warms.

S— g | Your compost shouldn’t
MP! i, i
INCLUDE Tﬁﬂg&ﬂmﬂﬂfﬁ, be any smellier or
T — buggier than your trash.
Same stuff, different bin!
AFRAID OF Keep a tight lid to avoid
SMELLS OR BUGS? . ey .
any issues or store it in
TIGHT LID, IN | [eYays fridge/freezer. After
LA dumping your compost
out, rinse your indoor bin.

#CompostNC
COMPOSTING AT HOME ; Know which paper
ICUDE H ﬂD,puuAnannm ‘ prod ucts are
WHAT PAPER GOES WHERE? compostable? Clean
o recycing i shredded newspaper
= \'@ and cardboard belong in
ot o) the compost. Cardboard
boxes, clean paper

and magazines can be
recycled. #CompostNC

FOOD WASTE STOPS WITH ME " . . . )
usethefood.nc.gov economic developers and citizens in environmental management. For questions, call 1-877-623-6748.
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