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 Calling all volunteers! Join us Saturday, April 6, 2019, when Fort Fisher State Historic 

Site will host Park Day, an annual hands-on event sponsored by American Battlefield Trust, which 

brings history enthusiasts together with staff members to help preserve our nation’s heritage 

sites. Fort Fisher welcomes volunteers of all ages and skill levels. This year’s activities will include 

painting the numerous artillery guns and carriages around the site. Groups will also be needed to 

assist in cleaning up brush, leaves, and debris from around the site. Volunteers are asked to regis-

ter in advance by calling 910-251-7342 and are asked to assemble in the parking lot by 8:30 

am. Some tools and gloves will be provided. Volunteers will receive a free Park Day t- shirt and 

lunch will be provided by the Friends of Fort Fisher, the support group that supports the site and 

all its programming. Come out and help us beautify Fort Fisher, a national historic landmark! 
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From the Site Manager, Jim Steele... 

T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

 

Join us for military service awards and 
a special keynote speaker as we salute  
 Confederate Memorial Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 
10:30 am at Fort Fisher 

Dear Friends: 
 As the winter is ending, we here at Fort Fisher State Historic Site are looking forward to another great year. Our 

programming schedule is packed with exciting, educational events that you do not want to miss. Coming up is the Civil War 
Trust Park Day on Saturday, April 6. This is an opportunity to work with site staff on a big spring cleaning of the grounds, to 

put a fresh coat of paint on the cannons, and to assist with a variety of other projects. This is always an enjoyable program 
and is much appreciated by our maintenance team and the Friends of Fort Fisher.  

 For the summer, we open things up with a blast on Saturday, June 15, with a Civil War living history program. Eve-
ryone loves the boom of cannons and we will have plenty of them here for you, so bring the kids and kids-at-heart for this 

exciting (and loud) event! Throughout the summer, we will feature free guided tours by the Mary Holloway seasonal inter-
preter, a Fort Fisher tradition. Every Friday will be a day of children’s activities via the “Fort Fisher Junior Reserves” pro-
gram. And every Saturday will feature a presentation about the history of Fort Fisher during the Civil War, World War II 

and other topics during our “Beat the Heat” lecture series.  
 On Saturday, October 12, come down for our World War II program. This fall program has become a staple at 

Fort Fisher and is enjoyed by all our visitors. Fort Fisher’s WWII history has always been in the shadow of the Civil War, 
but the story is just as important, and we believe it should be told (and the kids can ride in a vintage Jeep!). Come back 

again on Saturday, December 7, for music, snacks and punch for the Friends of Fort Fisher Christmas Holiday Open House, 
and you will be primed for THE BIG EVENT: The 155th of the Battle of Fort Fisher! This program happens January 18-19, 

2020, and it is going to be huge. Two days of battle with hundreds of Civil War reenactors, cannons booming, shells burst-
ing in air and great fun for everyone. Mark your calendars for all these exciting programs! And if you like what we do here 

and want to see more, and if you want to be involved in making our plans to build a bigger better visitor center and more 
earthwork fortifications (with underground bombproofs!), please join the Friends of Fort Fisher today. All historic site pro-

gramming is made possible by the Friends and we could not do what we do without them. 2019 is going to be a terrific year 
and we want you to be part of it.  

          Best regards, 
          Jim 

UDC Fort Fisher Chapter 2325 
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T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

     The Friends of Fort Fisher Small Arms Raffle is providing a unique opportunity for Civil War weapons enthusiasts and black 

powder shooters. This year’s raffle features a set of Civil War reproduction revolvers - the Colt “Army" Model 1860 and the Re-

mington New Model Army. In addition to the revolvers, this raffle comes in a custom handcrafted wooden display case, with a 

powder flask, a brass .44 caliber bullet mold, and a brass container for caps (caps not included).  

     During the 1840a and 1850s, revolvers like the five pound Colt Walker and the only slightly lighter Colt Dragoon series of 

handguns, were meant for mounted soldiers and could not be easily carried on a belt. Based on their experiences prior to the Civil 

War, the US Army wanted a revolver that was light enough for a soldier to carry but utilized the larger .44 caliber bore with its 

proven stopping power. Small arms manufacturers, Colt and Remington, looked to meet the Army’s requirements by continuously 

improving the design features of their successful revolvers and the quality of the steel used in weapons manufacturing.  

     Colt had produced a successful revolver for the US Navy using a .36 caliber bore. Using the 1851 “Navy” frame as a starting 

point, they were able to marry the Colt Navy’s carry ability with the Army’s  .44 caliber stopping power needs. This new revo lver 

was designated the Colt “Army" Model 1860.  It had several positive features including an improved rack and pinion loading lever, 

the barrel separating from the frame for cleaning, and having half the weight of the Colt pistols then in US Army service. The 

strength of the revolver came from the lower frame and the massive fixed cylinder pin. This made the gun slimmer and lighter than 

its main competitor, the Remington Model 1858. During the Civil War, the US Government purchased over 129,000 Colt Army 

revolvers making it the most widely used revolver of the Civil War. But on February 4, 1864, a fire destroyed the Colt factory 

forcing the U.S. government to order large numbers of the Remington revolvers. 

     The Remington New Model Army is commonly referred to as the Model 1858 due to the patent markings on its cylinder. But 

wide scale production did not start until 1861 and improvements on the revolver continued following suggestions from the U. S. 

Ordnance Department. While it was more expensive to produce, it had some advantages over the Colt. Those who could afford it, 

remarked on its durability due to the "topstrap,"or steel bar running above the cylinder, that made for a solid-frame design. This 

made the Remington less prone to issues arising from stress on the frame due to firing. The downside in this single piece design 

was not being able to remove the barrel for cleaning. But the Remington permitted easy cylinder removal, allowing a quick reload 

with a spare pre-loaded cylinder. It is, however, unlikely that this was common practice, as spare cylinders were not provided. An-

other innovative feature, which first appeared in the 1863 Model, were "safety slots" milled between chambers on the cylinder. The 

milled slot positively secured the hammer between chambers for safe carry by placing the hammer's firing pin between percussion 

caps, eliminating the risk of an accidental discharge.  

     Together, Colt and Remington revolvers made up almost three quarters of the hand guns used during the Civil War. Soldiers 

and sailors, on both sides of the conflict at Fort Fisher, used these revolvers during the two battles. The raffle drawing will be held 

Sunday, January 19, 2020, at the conclusion of the 155th Second Battle of Fort Fisher Commemoration program. 

 
 

Colt “Army" Model 1860  Remington New Model Army 

 
P A G E  3  

 

 

$5 each 
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T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

1. What is y o u r  f i r s t 

memory of Fort Fisher? When I was 

in 9th grade my friend’s father brought us 

to the site. He signed us up to do a tour 

around the fort. It is crazy to think that 

the place I once 

toured would 

become my fu-

ture home!  

2. During your 

time at FF, 

you’ve been 

c o n s i s t e nt l y 

lauded for ex-

ceptional cus-

tomer service.  

Briefly give us 

a couple of 

quick exam-

ples of how 

y o u  h a v e 

helped a visi-

tor, research-

er, coworker 

or event par-

ticipant. I enjoy 

greeting people 

at the door from 

time to time and 

lett ing them 

know what our 

Fort has to offer. 

I enjoy helping 

people find an-

cestors who served at the fort and see-

ing their faces light up when they hear 

the new information!  

3. What has surprised you most 

about working at FF? I actually did 

not care for authentic currency until I 

started working in the giftshop. Now I 

absolutely love it and the idea of some-

one having bill in their pocket at one 

point from 1754! Also, how well I fit 

into the Fort Fisher family!  

4. What do you find most chal-

lenging about working at Fort 

Fisher? The most challenging thing for 

me is not to dig through all of the doc-

uments and pictures on the excavation 

of Shepard’s Battery. Also, to find a big 

enough notebook to hold all my notes 

and research on the Fort.  

5. Briefly tell us what a visitor 

might be surprised to know about 

you. Outside of Fort Fisher I am actu-

ally a very shy person, hard to believe 

right?  

6. If you could change one thing 

about FF, what would it be? Off 

the top of my head nothing comes to 

mind. I love Fort 

Fisher, all of my co-

workers there and I 

can’t imagine chang-

ing anything about 

it.  

7. When your 

friends or family 

find out you work 

at FF, what kinds 

of things do they 

ask? They ask me 

about the history 

and ask about the 

tours and good 

times they should 

plan to come visit. 

They ask me what I 

love about working 

at Fort Fisher and I 

always tell them 

that the Fort has 

such an amazing 

staff and history, 

why wouldn’t I love 

it? 

8. What would 

you tell someone 

who is thinking about donating 

to Fort Fisher or becoming a 

member of the Friends of Fort 

Fisher? I always tell them that the 

money goes to the important things. 

Educational programs for kids who 

come to the Fort and shooting off 

the cannons and rifles as demonstra-

tions during events. We would also 

plan to use the money for the future 

of the Fort.  
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The Friends of Fort Fisher wish to thank and congratulate  
Jonathan Adams of Raleigh, NC, winner of the 1859 Sharps 
infantry rifle featured In last year’s rifle raffle fundraiser.   

This year, the Friends pay tribute to Civil War small arms, by 
raffling a pair of period revolvers with a custom case. Tickets 
are $5 each, with the drawing to be held January 19, 2020, 
at Fort Fisher’s 155th anniversary commemorations event. 
You need not be  present to win, but we invite you to come 

out and help us commemorate this important event.  
In the meantime, get your raffle ticket today! 
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9. What do you think about charging admis-

sion to historic sites like Fort Fisher? In my 

opinion, the Fort has a history for everyone. Charg-

ing people admission into the site, in terms of mon-

ey, would help us with raising money for future pro-

jects or to help maintain the grounds. However, as a 

historic site it is something that everyone should find 

important. It is a place where everyone’s history 

comes together. It is the American heritage and you 

can’t buy that feeling off a shelf.  

10. What are some of your hobbies or inter-

ests? I have a few hobbies such as photography, vid-

eo games, drawing, writing, tennis, fishing, Wake-

boarding, scuba-diving and traveling.  

11. If you weren't working at FF, what might 

you be doing instead, or what would your life 

be like? I would hopefully find a job in Wilmington 

or the Wilmington area. It has so many historical 

things to do and so many nice people to meet.  

12. Do you consider yourself a millennial 

‘techie’, why or why not? According to my 

friends, I am very much an old soul when it comes to 

technology. Many of them cannot leave their phone 

for more than a minute. I, on the other hand, come 

home and leave my phone on my bed so that I can 

do work. I do know how to use technology and I 

enjoy how, in some ways, it makes everything better 

or easier. I use things like my computer or phone to 

figure something out or to do research. However, I 

am more of a person who enjoys face to face con-

versation.  

13. Briefly tell us about someone who has in-

fluenced your appreciation for history. It began 

with my grandmother Judith Harte or as I call her 

Mums. She was a history major and always told me 

stories about our ancestors. She would also talk 

about the history of certain things. So, you could say 

that the history bug bit me and I was hooked. I al-

ways remembered that when we went on trips, we 

always had to have it based around history. One trip 

took us up the Snake River in Oregon on a steam-

boat cruise following Lewis and Clarkes travels. 

Thanks Mums!  

14. What is one word that describes you well? 

The one word that describes me is, “Bubbly.”  

15. What else should we know about Emily 

Fournier? My strength in life comes from God, fam-

ily and friends.  
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T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

 

Stay tuned for Part 3 of Unprecedented 
Carnage in the next edition of  The  
Powder Magazine. 

By Ray Flowers, 
Curator of History 

 

             ay of Unprecedented Carnage:  
        Col. William Lord DeRosset & the  
     3rd NC at Sharpsburg   

     Eventually though, the pressing 

weight of numbers prevailed, al-

lowing the Federals to gain the 

3rd’s outside flank. To meet the 

catastrophic threat of enfilade, the 

North Carolinians attempted to 

refuse the right, but in the chaos 

and confusion of combat, their 

gallant young Colonel was shot 

down while trying to execute a 

change of front. Dangerously 

wounded in the thigh, hip and 

bowels, the prognosis was so dim 

that several newspapers printed 

Colonel DeRosset’s obituary. 

“Twice, before any relief or rein-

forcements came…” the boys in 

gray charged to “drive back the 

foe.” Two of their state flag color 

bearers were killed and as many 

more seriously wounded, but the 

flag never touched the ground. 

Finally, having exhausted all their 

luck and most of their ammunition 

they resorted to rifling the car-

tridge boxes and pockets of the 

dead and wounded.  

     Of all the battles that Lee 

fought in that war, it was said that 

he was most proud of Sharpsburg, 

but oh what a terrible toll the 

enemy exacted for the General’s 

audacity. A North Carolina soldier 

suggested that, “It appeared as though 

mutual extermination would put a stop 

to the awful carnage.” For the better part 

of an hour, perhaps longer, the Tarheels 

stuck. Time seemed to lose all relevance, 

a Confederate officer, recalled, “Mars 

was striking with iron and fire, time mov-

ing with leaden heel.” As another Caro-

linian observed, “the sun seemed almost 

to go backwards…”. Finally, mercifully, 

with reinforcements within striking dis-

tance, the firing began to subside and, 

DeRosset 

“Ripley’s Brigade, after bearing 

the brunt of the battle was or-

dered to retreat, the enemy not 

pursuing. The manner of this 

retreat was slow and in order, 

and under General Hill’s person-

al supervision.” “Stubbornly and 

sullenly...” the boys, or what was 

left of them, retired to the West 

Woods in rear of the church 

where they were rejoined by 

General Ripley. Casualties were 

astounding, the regiments acting 

adjutant would report, “that of 

the 520 carried into action only 

190 could be accounted for.” It 

was later determined that more 

than a third of those casualties 

had received their death wound. 

Of the twenty-seven officers, all 

but three had been wounded – 

seven killed. To their immediate 

left in the fight, their sister regi-

ment, the 1st North Carolina, 

had suffered comparably, having 

lost ninety-six of their 162 men 

with 49 of them dead. Likewise, 

were the Georgia units pun-

ished, as were most every other 

regiment, North or South, that 

was prodded into the abattoir.   

  Part  



 

Fort Fisher State Historic Site depends on Friends’ dues and donations for educational 

programming, as well as for some staffing, maintenance and exhibit funding. Every 

dollar you give makes a significant impact at the Fort. You make our mission possible! 

If you haven’t yet renewed, please do so today. Fort Fisher State Historic Site is  

counting on you. You can sign up online at www.friendsoffortfisher.com. 
 

Thank you new and returning FOFF members for the months of November 2018 – January 2019: 

T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  
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Col. Charles Fisher Society 

Ogden Allsbrook 

Michael McCarley 

C.H. Trask 

Gibraltar of the South Society 
 

Troy Barbour 

Adair Graham, Sr. 

Jim & Catherine Taylor 

Richard & Cynthia Wallace 

Blockade Runner Society 
 

Don Bullard Cameron & Barbara Bush 

Wilson Grab Kerry & Heather King 

Mark McLamb Norm Melton 

Drew Pallo David Rice 

Dennis St. Andrew Kurt Tucker 

Jeff Turpin Tyson Vance 

 

Patricia Gray Bolander Richard Brandes John Coble 

Catherine & Peter Davis Frederick Deaton Ron & Patty Dombrowski 

John Downing Robert Greer John Haley 

Edward Halloran Johnny Hipps Eric & Allison Hoffman 

Jim Johnson Jim & Clare Kalina John Laockfaw 

Jim Long Glenn McGirt John Moore 

James Musselwhite Joshua Myers Jacqueline & Harry Oakes 

Tyrone & Pearl Rowell Don & Catherine Saunders Cecil Ann Simmons 

Curt & Sharon Stiles Ronald Tacia Howard Talley 

Denis White     

Mounds Society 

Message from the Friends of Fort Fisher 
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$1-$49 

Frederick Altobellis Jonathan Anderson Charles Barnes Archie Barringer  

Debra Benner Judith Berger Richard Boner James Bowell 

Elaine Brown Larry Brown Robert Browning, Jr. Walter Bullard 

Michael Bunting Rick Celeste Robert Clements Sharon Copland 

George Cotchett Ronald Day Layton Dowless Ted English 

Peter Fitzgibbons Kevin Flynn John France Herbert Gant 

Pat Gasson Chuck Goff Charles Gormley Erik Gray 

Leonard Gregorio John Gregory Rowena Gyorke Linda Harris 

Dane Hartgrove Eric Hoffman Charles Holden Alan Hunsberger 

Joan Jewell Mary Ellen Josephs Dan Klemens Kaye Lavin 

Eugene Lisewski Peggy Luedtke John Lystash James MacLaren 

John McGarrie Mary McLaughlin James Miller John Morrison 

Larry Olasky Allen Oliver Dave Page Harry Parham 

Tom Pearson Wanda Pool Mike Powell Matt Pugliese 

Kenneth Roach Gerald Rudisill Wallace Rueckel Dorothy Schrecker 

Johnny Seagraves Kenneth Sellers Joel Sikes Mark Silo 

George Smith Sara Smith Jan Stocklinski Rufus Taylor 

Robert Terry Richard Triebe Sharon Urgento Robin Vaughn 

Keith Ward Amanda Warren Ellen Weig Thomas Wetzel 

Deborah Wheat Robert Whiting Gregory Williett Bernard Williford 

Gary Willis Cliff Winefordner Jay Winner Mary Cobb Woodard 

Sandra Wrenn Nellie Yancy Your Computer Friends Rob Zapple 

John Zervas Susan Zimmerman   

Palisades Society 

Ted English John McGarrie Thomas Wetzel Herbert Gant 

Kenneth Sellers Tom Pearson Chuck & Lia Goff James MacLaren 

Ellen & Spencer Weig Ronald Day Robert Terry Anita & Robert Whiting 
Linda & Karl Harris Jay Winner Alan & Beverly Hunsberger Bullard Walter 
Gerald Rudisill Elaine Brown Peter & Catherine Davis Larry Olasky 
Erik Gray Eric & Allison Hoffman     

$50-$99 

Drew Pallo Ron & Patty Dombrowski Ed & Jo Ellen Hickmon Jim & Clare Kalina 

Donors 

Above and Beyond Friends of Fort Fisher Membership 
 

 

$3000-$5000 $500-$2999 $100-$499 

Ogden Allsbrook Mike McCarley Carolina Printing 
    Jim & Caroline Stone 
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T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

 

Friends of Fort Fisher, Inc. 
Membership Levels 

 
Palisade Society – individual level of annual support. Your benefits include a Friends of Fort Fisher decal, recognition 

in The Powder Magazine quarterly newsletter, 10% discount on all purchases from our Fort Fisher Museum Shop, 

event discounts, and invitations to special member-only events. 

     

Mounds Society - annual support with benefits applied to two adults in the same household. Benefits includes all of 

the above, plus one complimentary honorarium or memorial in one issue of The Powder Magazine newsletter and up 

to 20% off your Courtyard by Marriott at Carolina Beach stay.  

 

Blockade Runner Society - annual support includes all of the above benefits plus a 6”x 9” engraved brick paver on 

Fort Fisher’s Walk of Honor and a 20% discount off a special event site rental (no more than 1x per year). 

 

Gibraltar of the South Society - annual support which includes all of the above benefits, but with a larger 9” x 9” en-

graved brick paver and the addition of a specially selected annual gift from the Museum Shop, and two complimentary 

tickets to our Evening at the Fort event, with a night-time cannon firing (must RSVP). 

 

Col. Charles F. Fisher Society - annual support which includes all of the benefits of the Gibraltar level except with a 

beautiful premium engraved blue/gray 12” x 12” paver stone which may include an engraved emblem or logo and four 

complimentary tickets to our Evening at the Fort event, with a night-time cannon firing (must RSVP). 

 

Other ways to contribute:  Memorial and Honor Gifts, Artifact Donations, In-Kind Gifts, Volunteers, Named Gift Op-

portunities, Bequests – Contact the Friends Executive Director for information . 

 

All society memberships are based on a calendar year (Jan-Dec). Contributions are tax deductible, less the fair mar-

ket value of goods and services received.  If you choose to waive society membership benefits, your contributions are 

fully tax-deductible. Address questions to Executive Director, email cdivoky@friendsoffortfisher.com 

Annual Membership Society Categories 
 

 Palisade Society………………...$40 

 Mounds Society………………...$100 

 Blockade Runner Society…....…$250 

 Gibraltar of the South Society…$500 

 Col. Charles F. Fisher Society….$1000 

Visit www.friendsoffortfisher.com, select the membership tab and click on the 
Join Now button to access our secure online donation/membership page. 



T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

   Fort Fisher State Historic Site 
  1610 Fort Fisher Blvd. South 
  Kure Beach, NC  28449 
  Phone: (910) 251-7340 
  E-mail: fisher@ncdcr.gov 
  www.nchistoricsites.org/fisher 
  Fort Fisher Staff 
  James C. Steele, Site Manager 
  John Moseley, Assistant Site Manager 
  Becky Sawyer, Collections Mng./Interpreter III 
  Ray Flowers, Historic Interpreter II 
  Si Lawrence, Public Info & Special Events 
  William S. Register, Chief of Police 
  David  Sheaffer, Maintenance Manager 
  Jesse Hoskins, Site Assistant 
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This newsletter was 
proudly produced with      

support from the Friends of 
Fort Fisher 

Friends of Fort Fisher  
Board of Directors: 

John M. Coble, Chairman  
Dennis St. Andrew, Vice Chairman  

Harry Parham, Treasurer  
M. Tyrone Rowell, Secretary   

Brig. Gen. (Ret) James Carper, Past Chair  
John Downing 

Edward Halloran  
James Johnson 
Geoffrey Losee  

Mike E. McCarley 
Mark McLamb  

Richard Wallace 
Denis T. White  

James Steele {ex officio} 
Christine Divoky {ex officio}  

 

Web:  

www.friendsoffortfisher.com 

E-mail:                                           

 info@friendsoffortfisher.com 

 

 

The Friends of Fort Fisher wish to thank and acknowledge 
the Brunswick Civil War Roundtable and the Puget Sound 
Civil War Roundtable for their interest in—and support 

of—Fort Fisher. Shown here during a recent visit to Fisher 
are PSCWRT’s Mike Movius, left, Fort Fisher volunteer 

tour guide Rick Morrison, center, and Wally Rueckel of the 
BCWRT, right. Thank you again gentlemen! 


