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Lesson Plan: George Moses Horton Acrostics 
 
Grade:   4   
 
 
Overview:   George Moses Horton was an enslaved African American who lived 

in North Carolina in the early 1800s. He had an extraordinary talent 
for writing poetry.     

 
 
Objectives: Students will learn about one of North Carolina’s earliest poets and 

use their own creativity to write acrostic poems.  
  
 
Procedure: Have students read the article “Looking at North Carolina through a 

 Lens of Words,” by Dr. Sally Buckner, in the fall 2009 issue of Tar 
Heel Junior Historian.   

 
 Share the additional information about George Moses Horton (on 

page 2 of this Adviser Supplement) with the students.   
 
 Pass out the worksheet (page 3) with the acrostic examples and 

have students create their own poetry. 
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Activity Sheet: 
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Lesson Plan: Creative Brochure  
 
Grades:   4–8   
 
 
Overview:   Many of the creative traditions featured in the fall 2009 issue of Tar 

Heel Junior Historian—including boatbuilding and decoy making 
along the coast, and pottery in the Piedmont—are specific to a 
geographic region. Such traditions are passed down from one 
generation to the next and make use of the natural resources or 
geography of an area.      

 
 
Objective: Students will become more familiar with creative traditions and 

creative people in their own area. 
 
  
Procedure: Share copies of several travel brochures with students. Review 

persuasive writing techniques. As a class, discuss how the 
language and images in the example brochures might entice 
someone to visit that location. 

 
Have each student research creative traditions and creative people 
in their hometown, county, or region. If possible, visit or interview a 
local artist. 

 
Students should create a brochure to inform other people about 
what they have learned, explaining why these examples of 
creativity are important and unique to the area. The brochure 
should include pictures and a map. 

 
 Display the brochures at the school’s library, local historical society, 

visitors bureau, or similar location 
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Lesson Plan: Making Your Mark  
 
Grades:   4–5   
 
 
Overview:   All artists mark their work. Some sign their names, while others use 

symbols. Many potters use stamps to mark their work before it is 
fired in the kiln. These marks can be found on the base of the 
piece. People familiar with the marks and their history can use them 
to determine when a piece of pottery was made and by whom.   
    

 
 
Objectives: Students will explore how symbols are used to represent identity, 

and they will develop their own personal stamps. 
  
 
Procedure: Have students read the article “Sid Luck: A Traditional Seagrove 

Potter,” by Dr. Charles G. Zug III, as well as the sidebar on the Cole 
sisters, in the fall 2009 issue of Tar Heel Junior Historian. 

 
Introduce the lesson by discussing how symbols often are used to 
represent ideas, individuals, or communities. Some common  

 examples of symbols include sports team logos,  for telephone, 
and a dove for peace. 

 
  Discuss how stamps or signatures on the bottom of pottery 

pieces can identify the pottery or potter who made the piece. 
Some potteries used particular stamps for decades, while others 
never used them. This is also true of individual potters. 

 
Give each student a Making Your Mark Worksheet (page 6 of this 
Adviser Supplement) and have students examine the three different 
pottery marks, all from North Carolina potteries or potters. Why do 
they think the potters chose those symbols? 

 
   At the bottom of the worksheet, students will design two marks of 

their own. They may or may not want to include their names. They 
might consider including a symbol that has special importance to 
them, as well as experimenting with different shapes and sizes. 
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Activity Sheet: Making Your Mark 
 
Name ___________________________ 

 
 

 
 
Stamps or signatures on the bottom of pottery pieces identify the pottery or potter 
who made the piece. 
 

 
 
 
original Jugtown stamp   W. N. Owen            Log Cabin 

1923–1959 (all pieces)        (signature variation)              mark 
1960–1977 (most pieces)                  1970s              1928–1932 

 
 
In the space below, design two marks of your own. You may or may not want to 
include your name. Consider including a symbol that has special importance to 
you. You also might want to experiment with different shapes and sizes. 
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Project Sheet 
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Project Sheet: Clay Imprinting 
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Education Resources 
for Creative North Carolina 

 
Web Sites 
 
American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress, North Carolina page 
www.loc.gov/folklife/states/northcarolina.html 

Information about and links to unique recordings, photographs, videos, 
and other material on topics ranging from music to quilting is presented 
here. Congress created the center in 1976, and its collections have grown 
to encompass all aspects of folklore and folklife. Excellent teacher 
resource guides on Folklife and Education. 

 
Core Sound Waterfowl Museum 
www.coresound.com 

This Harkers Island museum preserves the state’s coastal history and 
traditions, including traditional creative pursuits like decoy carving, 
boatbuilding, and net making. 

 
Craft Revival: Shaping Western North Carolina Past and Present 
www.wcu.edu/craftrevival 

This Web site and digital archive are projects of Hunter Library at Western 
Carolina University. The aim is to create a research-based site that 
documents the historic effort to revive handcraft in the western part of the 
state from the 1890s to 1940s. The project draws from a wealth of 
documents, photographs, and craft objects housed in archival repositories 
of the region's museums, guilds, and craft schools. In addition, there are 
lesson plans on topics like weaving, basketry, and quilts; resources for 
children; and links to the Web sites of organizations including John C. 
Campbell Folk School, Mountain Heritage Center, Penland School of 
Crafts, and Qualla Arts and Crafts Mutual. 

  
Cultural Arts Resources for Teachers and Students 
www.carts.org 

This site is a project of City Lore—a cultural organization whose mission is 
to document, preserve, and present the living cultural heritage of New 
York and other cities. It offers a compilation of the best practices and 
resources of this successful approach to education, which can easily be 
adapted to other locations. 

 
Folkways 
www.unctv.org/folkways 

The Folkways television program on UNC-TV, hosted by David Holt, 
examines the state’s history and traditions, including the arts. The Web 
site includes some complete episodes for viewing (on some of the same 
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subjects featured in this issue of Tar Heel Junior Historian), plus music 
clips and resource ideas. 

 

Legacy: Doc Watson and David Holt 
www.docwatsonanddavidholt.com 

Click on Inside the CD, and then on Audio Samples, to listen to music and 
interview clips of musician Doc Watson with David Holt, created as part of 
the Legacy recording project. 

 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian  
cherokeemuseum.org  

Founded in 1948 as part of the Cherokee Historical Association to 
preserve and perpetuate Cherokee history, culture, and stories, the 
nonprofit museum in Cherokee offers a wealth of education resources. 

 
Museum on Main Street: New Harmonies in the Classroom 
www.museumonmainstreet.org/newharmonies/harmonies_class.htm 

This site’s offerings include lesson plans for grades 4–12 on the roots of 
American music, written in conjunction with the Smithsonian Institution’s 
traveling exhibit New Harmonies: Celebrating American Roots Music. 
Check the Web site of the North Carolina Humanities Council at 
www.nchumanities.org for information on the six upcoming North Carolina 
stops of the exhibit. 

 
Music Maker Relief Foundation 
www.musicmaker.org/ 

Read artist profiles and listen to clips from North Carolina musicians like 
George Higgs, Algia Mae Hinton, John Dee Holeman, and more on this 
site dedicated to helping true pioneers and forgotten heroes of southern 
music gain recognition and make a living.  

 
North Carolina Arts and Crafts   
statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/colls/themes/december.html 

Web links, video clips, economic impact statistics, and other resources 
about North Carolina’s arts and crafts traditions, compiled by the staff of 
the Government and Heritage Library, State Library of North Carolina. 

 
North Carolina Arts Council 
www.ncarts.org 

The Arts Council Web site provides a broad look at the arts in North 
Carolina and is full of teacher resources. Click on Folklife Program, under 
the Grants and Resources pulldown menu, for material that includes links 
to many other Web sites (under Folklife Resources); information on 
student offerings like the Junior Appalachian Musicians and the Traditional 
Arts Programs; and information on the North Carolina Heritage Award that 
includes lots of artist biographies. The Arts Learning pulldown menu also 
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offers plenty of helpful material, and the Cultural Trails link under the 
Experience the Arts pulldown menu is yet another place to explore. 

 
North Carolina ECHO (Exploring Cultural Heritage Online) 
www.ncecho.org 

The Institute Directory on this site provides information on the holdings of 
nearly one thousand museums, libraries, archives, historic sites, parks, 
and other institutions across the state. Searching by subject may help you 
find local resources on music, art, and more (including field trip ideas). 
 

North Carolina Museum of History 
nchistoryresources.org 

The museum offers a database of articles on history topics, online teacher 
workshops, educator notebooks, History-in-a-Box kits, and more. Learn 
about them here. Articles from past issues of Tar Heel Junior Historian 
address topics including music, storytelling, pottery, artists, and more.  
   

 
North Carolina Pottery Center 
ncpotterycenter.com 

The center opened in 1998 in Seagrove, a rural area of the Piedmont rich 
in pottery history. Its mission is to promote public awareness and 
appreciation of the history, heritage, and ongoing tradition of pottery in 
North Carolina through educational programs, public services, collection 
and preservation, and research and documentation. The center recently 
released a new book featuring interviews with leading Tar Heel potters. 

 
North Carolina State Archives Education Resources: George Moses Horton 
www.archives.ncdcr.gov/educationalresources/georgehorton.html 

View primary source documents that help tell the story of North Carolina’s 
groundbreaking African American poet, George Moses Horton. 

 
Powwows.com 
powwows.com 

This national site offers information on the different kinds of dances 
featured at modern American Indian powwows, plus video clips, schedules 
of upcoming events, and more. 

 
Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage 
www.folklife.si.edu 

This broad and deep site includes a wealth of resources for teachers and 
students, ranging from lesson plans to online exhibits to streaming 
opportunities. The site offers links to other resources—including the site of 
nonprofit record label Smithsonian Folkways (www.folkways.si.edu), a 
treasure trove of material on traditional music and musicians. 
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Southern Folklife Collection at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
www.lib.unc.edu/mss/sfc1 

This collection ranks as one of the top resources in the nation for archival 
material for the study of American folk music and popular culture. Holdings 
extensively document all forms of southern musical and oral traditions; the 
collection is especially rich in materials documenting the emergence of 
old-time, country western, hillbilly, bluegrass, blues, gospel, Cajun, and 
zydeco music. 

 
Watauga Arts Council 
www.watauga-arts.org 

The site for this Boone-based organization includes interesting information 
on traditional musicians and more. (Be sure to check the Web sites of arts 
councils and similar groups in your area!) 

 
 
Field Trip Ideas 
 
North Carolina Museum of History 
Location: 5 East Edenton Street, Raleigh 
Open: Mondays through Saturdays, 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.; Sundays, noon until 5 
p.m.; check Web site for holiday information  
Admission: free 
Phone number: 
Web site: ncmuseumofhistory.org 
Exhibits such as Pleasing to the Eye: The Decorative Arts of North Carolina, 
Everyday Artistry, and the upcoming Thomas Day exhibit showcase Tar Heel 
creativity. See ncmuseumofhistory.org/edu/TourInfo.html for group tour 
information. 
 
Thomas Wolfe Memorial State Historic Site  
Location: 52 North Market Street, Asheville 
Open: Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.; Sundays, 1 until 5 p.m.; 
check Web site for holiday information 
Admission: $1 for adults and 50 cents for children 
Phone number: 828-253-8304 
Web site: www.nchistoricsites.org/wolfe/wolfe.htm 
Visit the boardinghouse that author Thomas Wolfe’s mother ran, the place where 
he spent his childhood and adolescent years. In the autobiographical novel Look 
Homeward Angel, the boardinghouse is referred to as Dixieland. 
 
For other field trip (and resource) ideas, visit the North Carolina Museums 
Council’s Web site at www.ncmuseums.org for a listing of art and other types of 
museums in your area.  


