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NORTH CAROLINA MUSEUM OF HISTORY CONTINUES BLUE STAR MUSEUM LEGACY 

Museum is one of more than 2,000 museums across America 
 to honor military personnel and their families this summer 

  
RALEIGH, NC – This May, the North Carolina Museum of History announces participation in the ninth 

annual Blue Star Museums, a collaboration among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star 

Families, the Department of Defense, and more than 2,000 museums across America. 
 
The museum will offer Blue Star promotions and specials, including discounted memberships and a 10% 

discount at the Museum Gift Shop, for active and retired military personnel. A list of participating 

museums nationwide is available at arts.gov/bluestarmuseums. 

“It’s a great privilege to continue our legacy as a Blue Star Museum,” said Ken Howard, director of the 

North Carolina Museum of History. “Many service members—active and veteran, soldiers and nurses—

feared that their service and sacrifice would be forgotten by future generations. But North Carolinians 

from across the state have come to see our military exhibits in record numbers, proving that we all want to 

remember and honor their sacrifices.” 
  
“Visiting a museum is a great way to get to know a community—whether it’s in your hometown or a stop 

on a road trip,” said NEA Chairman Jane Chu. “We appreciate the enthusiasm of museums across the 

country who open their doors for military and their families to spend time together and have new arts 

experiences.” 
  
This year’s participating Blue Star Museums represent not just fine arts museums, but also science 

museums, history museums, zoos, nature centers, and children’s museums. Museums are welcome to sign 

up for Blue Star Museums throughout the summer by emailing bluestarmuseums@arts.gov. 
  
“As many military families spend the summer months moving from one duty station to another, or 

reconnecting with a parent who has returned from deployment, Blue Star Museums helps service 

members and their families create memories,” said Blue Star Families Chief Executive Officer Kathy 

Roth-Douquet. “Blue Star Families has great appreciation for the generosity of the museums across the 

country who roll out the red carpet for the families who serve alongside their service members. We are 

thrilled with the continued growth of the program and the unparalleled opportunities it offers.” 
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As a Blue Star Museum, the NC Museum of History is proud to offer a variety of Exhibits and Events of 

Military Significance. For a complete list of our Military Appreciation Month offerings, click here. 
About Blue Star Museums 
Blue Star Museums is a collaboration among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, 

the Department of Defense, and more than 2,000 museums across America. The program runs from the 

Saturday of Memorial Day weekend, May 26, 2018 through Labor Day, September 3, 2018. 
  
The free admission program is available for those currently serving in the United States Military - Army, 

Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard as well as Active Duty and Reservists, National Guardsman 

(regardless of status), U.S. Public Health Commissioned Corps, NOAA Commissioned Corps, and up to 

five family members. Qualified members must show a Geneva Convention common access 

card (CAC), DD Form 1173 ID card (dependent ID), or a DD Form 1173-1 ID card for entrance into a 

participating Blue Star Museum. 

Follow Blue Star Museums on Twitter @NEAarts and @BlueStarFamily, #bluestarmuseums. 
  
About the NC Museum of History, a Smithsonian Affiliate 
The NC Museum of History is located at 5 E. Edenton Street in downtown Raleigh. Hours are Monday 

through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. The museum collects and preserves 

artifacts of North Carolina history and educates the public on the history of the state and the nation 

through exhibits and educational programs. Each year more than 400,000 people visit the museum to see 

some of the 150,000 artifacts in the museum collection. The Museum of History, within the Division of 

State History Museums, is part of the NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. 
  
For information about the NC Museum of History, call 919-807-7900 or 

access ncmuseumofhistory.org or follow on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google+ or YouTube. 
  
About the NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 
The NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (NCDNCR) is the state agency with a vision to be 

the leader in using the state’s natural and cultural resources to build the social, cultural, educational and 

economic future of North Carolina. NCDNCR’s mission is to improve the quality of life in our state by 

creating opportunities to experience excellence in the arts, history, libraries and nature in North Carolina 

by stimulating learning, inspiring creativity, preserving the state’s history, conserving the state’s natural 

heritage, encouraging recreation and cultural tourism, and promoting economic development. 
  
NCDNCR includes 27 historic sites, seven history museums, two art museums, two science museums, 

three aquariums and Jennette’s Pier, 39 state parks and recreation areas, the NC Zoo, the nation’s first 

state-supported Symphony Orchestra, the State Library, the State Archives, the NC Arts Council, State 

Preservation Office and the Office of State Archaeology, along with the Division of Land and Water 

Stewardship. For more information, please call 919-807-7300 or visit www.ncdcr.gov. 
  
About the National Endowment for the Arts 
Established by Congress in 1965, the NEA is the independent federal agency whose funding and support 

gives Americans the opportunity to participate in the arts, exercise their imaginations, and develop their 

creative capacities. Through partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal agencies, 

and the philanthropic sector, the NEA supports arts learning, affirms and celebrates America’s rich and 

diverse cultural heritage, and extends its work to promote equal access to the arts in every community 

across America. Visit arts.gov to learn more about NEA. 
  
About Blue Star Families 
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Blue Star Families builds communities that support military families by connecting research and data to 

programs and solutions, including career development tools, local community events for families, and 

caregiver support. Since its inception in 2009, Blue Star Families has engaged tens of thousands of 

volunteers and serves more than 1.5 million military family members. With Blue Star Families, military 

families can find answers to their challenges anywhere they are. For more information, 

visit bluestarfam.org.  
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