
The Story of North Carolina
More than 14,000 years of the state’s history unfold through 
fascinating artifacts, multimedia presentations, dioramas, and 
hands-on interactive components. Additionally, two full-size
historical houses and several re-created environments immerse 
museum visitors in places where North Carolinians have lived 
and worked. Including tough war years, The Story of North 
Carolina focuses on people—both well-known and everyday 
citizens—who shaped the Tar Heel State. Permanent exhibit.
 
Collecting Carolina: Montagnards, 
Vietnam’s Central Highlanders
Montagnard, a French word meaning “mountain people,” 
refers to the indigenous ethnic minority who came to live in 
the central highlands of Vietnam and became close allies of 
American soldiers during the Vietnam War. This lobby-case 
exhibit focuses on traditional Montagnard culture and fea-
tures a selection of textiles, crafts, tools, hunting weapons, 
and musical instruments, all collected by a Vietnam veteran 
during his service there. On view through September 30, 2018.
 
A Thousand Words: Photographs by 
Vietnam Veterans
This collection of images, assembled by photographer Martin 
Tucker, was taken by North Carolina soldiers in Vietnam and 
explores the human element and experience of Vietnam. 
Commentary by the veterans on what each image means to 
them offers visitors the chance to see how the troops have 
chosen to remember their time in Southeast Asia. On view from 
July 27, 2018, through February 24, 2019.

A Call to Arms
This overview of North Carolina’s military heritage features items 
from such conflicts as the Civil War, WWI and WWII, Vietnam, and 
Iraq. Artifacts on display include fragments from a National Guard 
truck damaged in Iraq in 2004 and a POW bracelet from the 
Vietcong. Permanent exhibit.
 
David Marshall “Carbine” Williams
See the original workshop of David Marshall Williams, better
known as Carbine. The self-taught gunsmith from North 
Carolina helped design the .30-caliber US M1 carbine, which 
became a favorite weapon of American forces in World War II, 
the Korean War, and the early years of Vietnam. The one-room 
workshop includes nearly 3,000 artifacts. Permanent exhibit; 
closed for renovations until mid-June 2018—call for reopening date.
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Exhibits and EvEnts of Military intErEst North CaroliNa MuseuM of historyNorth Carolina and World War I
This award-winning exhibit commemorates the 100-year 
anniversary of US entry into the First World War. A record-
breaking 350,000+ visitors have seen the exhibit since its 
opening day in April 2017, experiencing a life-sized trench 
environment, interactive video, realistic battlefield sounds 
and sights, and stories of Tar Heel bravery. On view through 
January 6, 2019.
 
WWI Special Events
Leading up to the centennial tribute of Armistice Day 
on November 11, 2018, the museum will feature several 
events and educational programs related to the WWI 
exhibit. These on-site events will include living history 
interpreters, real and reproduction artifacts, lectures and 
panel discussions, live period music, a WWI Service Card 
search station, and more.

All Naval Services Day
Saturday, June 16, 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

Military Services Day
Saturday, September 29, 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

Armistice and Veterans Day 
Saturday, November 10, 11 a.m.–3 p.m.


