
Playing around with History
Do you have performers in your club? Are you looking for ways to  
partner with a fine arts or drama teacher? Playwright and retired  
theater arts educator Judy Dove has created six original short plays  
for children based on North Carolina history. The plays are 30 to 45 
minutes long and can accommodate as many students as needed  
using simple sets and low-budget props. Your club members could  
perform one of the plays for your local elementary school, at a parents’ 
night, or even for your community as part of a History in Action  
project. Participants can learn and teach history at the same time!

 Available plays include:
• A Rollicking Tale of Black Beard! Pirate of the Carolina Coast (performed at the 2012 THJHA Annual Convention)
• Jack Tales: Appalachian Adventures! (original adaptations of three Jack Tales)
• The Golden Doorstop (the story of the Reed Gold Mine and German immigrants)
• Oh, Deer! (a retelling of the folk legend “Daniel Boone and the Deer”)
• American Fairy Tale (Carl Sandburg’s Rootabaga Stories)
• Soar! (WWI Carrier Pigeons)

For more information, contact Judy Dove at judy_dove@bellsouth.net or 919-210-3201.

There will be no exceptions to these deadlines.  
Check the contest packet for more details.

All contest entries must be postmarked by Friday, March 3. 
This deadline also applies to the entry form, research paper, and bibliog-
raphy for all Exhibit Contest entries, although the actual projects are not 
due until the day of the Annual Convention.

The only exception to the March deadline is the History in Action 
Award. Documentation of your club’s HIA project must be postmarked 
by Friday, April 7. 

What’s New in the Annual Contests? 
As always, be sure to read the Contest Rules and Requirements very 
closely. A few things that will be different for long-time participants this 
year include:
• An annotated bibliography and at least one primary and two  
 secondary sources are required for ALL contest categories except for  
 the Christopher Crittenden Quiz. The sources requirement is new for  
 the Artifact Search and Historic Architecture Photography Contest. 
• Entries into the Video Documentary Contest will not be split between  
 individual and group categories for judging this year. Videos are still  
 judged by grade-level division. 
• We are concentrating our Historical Essay Contest energy on the  
 Tar Heel Junior Historian essay contest this year. This will be the only  
 essay contest. The Literary Contest is also available for students who  
 want to submit their writing. 
• NEW Historical Architecture Photography category—Markers and  
 Monuments.
• NEW Special Award categories include African American History,  
 American Indian History, and Women’s History. These special prizes  
 are additional honors that can be awarded to a project in the Artifact  
 Search, Literary, Exhibit/Art, Video Documentary, Architectural  
 Photography, and THJH Historical Essay Contest. 

Important Deadlines

The 2017 Annual Convention will be on 
Friday, April 28, at the North Carolina 
Museum of History in Raleigh. Registration 
instructions will be included with the next 
newsletter. 

8:30–9:55 a.m. 
Club Check-In 

8:30–9:55 a.m. 
Exhibit/Art Project Registration  
(Judging starts promptly at 10:00 a.m.)

9:55 –10:10 a.m. 
Welcome 
Singing of the State Song,  
Roll Call of Clubs, T-Shirt Contest

10:15–10:50 a.m.
Workshop Session 1

11:00–11:35 a.m.
Session 2/Lunch Period A

11:45 a.m.–12:20 p.m.
Session 3/Lunch Period B

12:30–1:05 p.m.
Session 4

1:15–1:50 p.m.
Session 5

2:00 p.m. 
Awards Ceremony

Annual Convention
Schedule

We are changing the model 
for our THJHA Advisory 
Board meetings. Instead of 

being based in Raleigh and trying to 
get teachers to spend a day out of the 
classroom and make a trip to us, we’ll 
now be bringing the meeting to you! 

The first On the Road Advisory Board 
Meeting will be in Asheville on  
Tuesday, October 18, 4–7 p.m., at Pack’s 
Tavern. This is a floating event, so 
drop in before you head home to dinner 
or after your afternoon staff meeting. 
Have some appetizers on us, and tell 

us about your club. We’ll be asking  
for feedback on some new program 
ideas and upcoming magazine topics. 
For more information, please call or 
e-mail Jessica Pratt at 919-807-7985 or  
jessica.pratt@ncdcr.gov. 

The THJHA Advisory Board 
Is Hitting the Road

Throwback THJH
In your club registration packet, you received a copy of our fall 2001 issue of Tar Heel Junior Historian on Government 
and Elections. Though originally published in 2001, many of the articles in the issue can still be used today to help your 
students understand politics in our state’s past and present. Articles include “Political Cartoons,” “Woman’s Suffrage,” 
“How an Idea Becomes a Law,” “The Election of 1898 in NC,” and even “The Jargon of Politics.” 

Don’t forget that many back issues of the Tar Heel Junior Historian are available for purchase. We probably have an issue 
for the unit you’re covering right now! Contact the program coordinator to learn more. 

Spring 2017 Tar Heel Junior Historian magazine theme: NC Homefront During WWI



Y ou took the important first 
step—you signed up for a 
THJHA club. Now, step two: 

participate! 

Being a junior historian can open a 
whole new world for your students. 
Not only do they learn about our 
state’s history, they have the oppor-
tunity to contribute to our state and 
their community by researching, docu-
menting, preserving, and sharing the 
history around them. Here are some 
ways to get your students active in the 
THJHA program. 

Join Us Online
Follow us on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/TarHeelJunior 
HistorianAssociation. Ask questions 
or chime in with advice for other club 
advisers. Post updates on what your 
group is up to. Check out resources 
shared by THJHA staff.

Follow us on Instagram and encour-
age your junior historians 13 years and 
up (per Instagram age restrictions) to 
follow us as well, @hurrahthjha. This 
is a fun way to get a behind-the-scenes 
look at THJHA and the North Carolina 
Museum of History. We’ll also high-
light student projects and fun updates 
from our clubs. 

Get Out in Your Community
Clean up a cemetery, put on a play for 
younger students about North Carolina 
history, talk with residents at your 
local retirement center, or maintain a 
bulletin board at your school with the 
history of your community. Getting 
students out of the classroom to see 
and do history is a great way to inspire 
them. Document your work, and  
submit your project for the History  
in Action Award. (See contest informa-
tion for details and deadlines.)

Enter the Annual Contests
Do you want to see your name in a 
museum? Winning projects from our 
Annual Contests are displayed for one 
year at the North Carolina Museum  
of History. We have a contest category 
that will appeal to your students’ 
interests and talents, from essays to 
art, photography to video documentary, 
a quiz, literary, artifact analysis, and 
more. All categories can be entered 
individually and many have group 
project options as well. Contest  
information is online at http:// 
ncmuseumofhistory.org/thjha/contest.

Attend the Annual Convention
Join other junior historian clubs from 
across the state at the 2017 THJHA 
Annual Convention on Friday, April 
28. The museum belongs to junior 
historians that day! We sing the State 
Song, eat a barbecue lunch, meet other 
history-loving students, participate in 
hands-on workshops, and recognize 
students for their outstanding history  
projects at the afternoon Awards 
Ceremony. For highlights of last year’s 
convention, visit http://ncmuseum 
ofhistory.org/learning/tar-heel-junior- 
historian-association/annual-convention- 
and-contests/2016-convention. 

Join in!

tarheeljuniorhistorians.org

tarheeljuniorhistorians.org
www.facebook.com/TarHeelJuniorHistorianAssociation
Instagram @hurrah@thjha
Tar Heel Junior Historian Association Adviser Newsletter is published periodically during the school year by the  
Education Section of the North Carloina Museum of History. It is sent to all THJHA advisers.

Let’s Be Pen Pals
A new option when registering your club this year was 
the opportunity to be pen pals with another THJHA 
club. So far, about half of the registered clubs have 
selected that option! What should you do once you 
receive the contact information for your pen pal club? 
It’s up to you, but here are a few ideas:

• Start by contacting your pen pal club’s adviser and  
 introducing yourself. 

• Compare the number of students in your club to  
 the number in your pen pal club. Decide with the  
 other adviser if you would like to partner individual  
 students to write to each other or if you want to  
 communicate as one group to another. Also decide  
 on your preference of e-mail, snail mail, or a mix  
 of both. 

• Start sharing! Have your students write about their  
 club. Does your group have a special name? If so,  
 what does it mean? Who is your school named after? 

 What do your students like most about being a junior  
 historian? Say where you’re from. What is special  
 about the place where you live? What is your town  
 known for? Are there any little-known history stories  
 you can share?

• Share resources, advice on teaching history, and tips  
 for Annual Contest projects.

• Send a package. If you’re on the coast, maybe your  
 pen pal club in the mountains would like some shells.  
 Is there a special food product from your area that  
 you can share with your partner club? 

• Meet up. Plan to attend the Annual Convention on  
 Friday, April 28, so your students can enjoy a day of  
 North Carolina history together!

We know that “life happens”! If for any reason you  
find that your club is no longer able to participate in  
the pen pal program, please contact Jessica Pratt at  
jessica.pratt@ncdcr.gov so your partner club can be 
paired with another group. Thanks!
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