
Many of you signed your club 
up to be pen pals with another 
THJHA club, and you have 

received notification of who your pen 
pal club is. What do you do now? It’s 
up to you, but here are a few ideas:

Say hey! Start by contacting your 
pen pal club’s adviser and introducing 
yourself. 

Do the numbers. Compare the 
number of students in your club to the 
number in your pen pal club. Decide 

with the other adviser if you would like 
to partner individual students to write 
to each other or if you want to commu-
nicate as one group to another. Also 
decide on your preference of email, 
snail mail, or a mix of both. 

Start sharing! Have your students 
write about their club. Does your group 
have a special name? If so, what does 
it mean? Who is your school named 
after? What do your students like 
most about being junior historians? 
Say where you’re from. What’s special 

about the place where you live? What 
is your town known for? Are there any 
little-known history stories you can 
share? 

Advisers can share advice on teaching 
history, resources, and tips for annual 
contest projects. 

Send a package. If you’re on the 
coast, maybe your pen pal club in the 
mountains would like some shells. 
Is there a special food product from 
your area that you can share with your 
partner club? 

Meet up! Plan to attend the Annual 
Convention on Friday, April 27, so 
your students can enjoy a day of North 
Carolina history together. 

Life happens! If you find that your 
club is no longer able to participate  
in the pen pal program, no worries!  
But please contact Jessica Pratt at  
jessica.pratt@ncdcr.gov so your partner 
club can be paired with another group.

There will be no exceptions to these deadlines. 
Check the contest packet for more details. 

Contest entries must be postmarked by Friday, March 2. 
This deadline also applies to the entry form, research paper, and bibliog-
raphy for all Exhibit Contest entries, although the actual projects are not 
due until the day of the Annual Convention.

Materials and documentation for the History in Action Award must be 
postmarked by Friday, April 6. Note: This is the only contest with a later 
deadline.

What’s New in the Annual Contests?
As always, be sure to read the Contest Rules and Requirements very closely. 
A few things that will be different for participants this year include:

• The Tar Heel Junior Historian Historical Essay Contest has a NEW  
 name—the THJH Magazine Article Contest. We’re excited to offer two  
 categories, each with its own prompt, for this year’s Article Contest.  
 Students now have double the chance to be published! We’ll feature  
 the winners of each prompt in our Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 issues,  
 respectively. 

• Special Award categories include African American History, American  
 Indian History, Genealogy, Sports History, and Women’s History. These  
 special prizes are additional honors that can be awarded to a project  
 in the Artifact Search, Literary, Video Documentary, and THJH Magazine  
 Article Contests. Exhibit/Art and Architectural Photography entries will  
 not be eligible for Special Awards. 

• Long-time contest participants, this is for you: Exhibit/Art Contest  
 requirements have changed! All projects must be no taller or wider  
 than 23” x 23” x 23”.  Projects larger than 23” x 23” x 23” will be  
 disqualified. Please double-check your students’ entries! 

If you have any questions about this year’s contest rules and regulations, 
please email chelsea.weger@ncdcr.gov.

Important Deadlines

The 2018 Annual Convention will be on 
Friday, April 27, at the North Carolina 
Museum of History in Raleigh. Registration 
instructions will be included with the 
next newsletter and will also be posted 
on the museum website. 

8:30–9:50 a.m.
Club Check-in

8:30–9:50 a.m. 
Exhibit/Art Project Registration  
(Judging starts promptly at 9:50 a.m.)              

9:50 –10:10 a.m.
Opening Remarks, T-Shirt Contest,  
State Song, and Roll Call of Clubs

10:15–10:50 a.m. 
Workshop Session 1   

11:00–11:35 a.m. 
Session 2/Lunch Period A  

11:45 a.m.–12:20 p.m. 
Session 3/Lunch Period B  

12:30–1:05 p.m. 
Session 4    

1:15–1:50 p.m. 
Session 5    

2:00 p.m. 
Awards Ceremony     

Each club will be assigned to four  
workshops, as well as to a lunch session. 
Please follow your club’s written schedule 
and move quickly between each session.

Annual Convention
Schedule

Coming Spring 2018 
Tar Heel Junior Historian  
magazine theme: 
Blackbeard’s 300th:1718–2018
Don’t forget that many back issues of Tar Heel Junior Historian  
are available for purchase. We probably have an issue for the  
unit you’re covering right now! Contact the program coordinator 
to learn more. 

Pen Pal Pointers



  

 

You took the important first step. 
You signed up for a THJHA club. 
Now, step two: get involved! 

Being a junior historian can open a whole 
new world for your students. Not only 
will they learn about our state’s history, 
but they will also have the opportunity to 
contribute to our state and their commu- 
nity by researching, documenting, preserv-
ing, and sharing the history around them. 
Here are some ways to get your students 
active in the THJHA program. 

Join us online
Follow us on Facebook at https://www 
.facebook.com/TarHeelJuniorHistori-
anAssociation. Ask questions, or chime 
in with advice for other club advisers. 
Post updates to share what your group 
is up to. Check out resources shared by 
THJHA staff.

Follow us on Instagram, and encourage 
your junior historians 13 years and up 
(per Instagram age restrictions) to follow 
us as well: @hurrahthjha. This is a fun 
way to get a behind-the-scenes look at 
THJHA and the North Carolina Museum 
of History. We’ll also highlight student 
projects and fun updates from our clubs. 

Get out into your community
Clean up a cemetery, put on a play for 
younger students about NC history, talk 
with residents at your local retirement 
center, or maintain a bulletin board at 

your school with the history of your 
community. Getting students out of the 
classroom to see and do history is a great 
way to inspire them. Document your 
work, and submit your project for the 
History in Action Award. (See contest 
information for details and deadlines.)

Enter the Annual Contests
Do you want to see your name in a muse-
um? Winning projects from our Annual 
Contests are displayed for one year at the 
North Carolina Museum of History. We 
have a contest category that will appeal 
to your students’ interests and talents, 
from essays to art, photography to video 
documentary, a quiz, literary, artifact 
analysis, and more. 

All categories can be entered individually, 
and many have group project options 
as well. Contest information is online at 
https://files.nc.gov/dncr-moh/2018%20
Contest%20Packet.pdf.

Attend the Annual Convention
Join other junior historian clubs from 
across the state at the 2018 THJHA 
Annual Convention on Friday, April 27. 
The museum belongs to junior historians 
that day! We sing the state song, eat a 
barbecue lunch, meet other history- 
loving students, participate in hands-on 
workshops, and recognize students for 
their outstanding history projects at 
the afternoon Awards Ceremony. For 
highlights of last year’s convention, visit 

https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org 
/learning/tar-heel-junior-historian 
-association/annual-convention-and 
-contests/2017-convention. 
All images courtesy of the North Carolina Museum of History.

What Do Junior Historians Do?
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Join us for a LIVE! streaming event. Museum educators, 
curators, and special guests share some “stuff” 
from our past and “meet” people from our history 
who helped shape our present. We stream LIVE! 
from the museum’s exhibits and from history spots 
around the state. Join us via YouTube; students can 
ask questions during the program, and we’ll answer 
them LIVE! Handouts are available online before 
the program. Register for the FREE 2017–2018 
LIVE! events at https://www.ncmuseumofhistory 
.org/learning/educators/LIVE, and bring the museum 
into your classroom. 

North Carolina American Indian Heritage  
Celebration
Friday, Nov. 17, 2017/Time: 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
If you can’t visit the American Indian Heritage 
Education Day in person, join us via LIVE! streaming 
to hear music and see dances performed by North 
Carolina American Indian dance groups. This LIVE! 
event will not be hosted but will focus on providing 
access to the celebration taking place in the museum 
auditorium. Sponsored by Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of North Carolina.

Taking Off! North Carolina Flight and Flyers
Friday, December 1, 2017/Time: 10:15–11:15 a.m.
First in flight—and more! Travel through the museum 
with special guest Darrell Collins, who spent decades 

speaking to thousands of students about flight and 
flyers as an interpreter and historian at the Wright 
Brothers National Memorial. See a full-size replica 
of the Wright brothers’ 1903 flyer, and learn about 
other North Carolina flyers. Sponsored by the First 
Flight Foundation, Championing the Legacy of the 
Wright Brothers.

North Carolina and World War I
Tuesday, March 6, 2018/Time: 10:15–11:15 a.m.
For the 86,000 ordinary men and women from 
North Carolina who served their country during  
the “war to end all wars,” the First World War was 
the world war. Join historian and curator Jackson 
Marshall III as we explore the museum’s exhibit  
to commemorate the war. You’ll be immersed in a  
life-size trench environment! Sponsored by Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina.

And watch previous LIVE! programs—Small Stuff/
Big Stories, American Indians in North Carolina, and 
African American Life and Culture in North Carolina 
History—which were recorded and are available 
through our Videos on Demand at https://www 
.ncmuseumofhistory.org/learning/videos-demand. 
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Charlotte area club leaders: look for  
us to be out your way for events in 
early 2018. We hope to have a chance 
to meet you and hear more about  
your club! More details to come. 

Go LIVE!  
with History!


