
MARITIME SHRUB SWAMP (WILLOW SUBTYPE) 
 
Concept: Maritime Shrub Swamps are barrier island wetlands persistently dominated by large 
shrubs or small trees.  The Willow Subtype encompasses examples dominated or codominated by 
Salix caroliniana. 
 
Distinguishing Features: The Willow Subtype is readily distinguished from all other 
communities by the combination of barrier island dune swale setting and dominance by Salix 
caroliniana. Salix may be present in small amounts in Maritime Swamp Forest or on edges of 
Interdune Ponds but does not dominate in these communities.   
 
Synonyms: Synonyms: Salix caroliniana / Sacciolepis striata - Boehmeria cylindrica Woodland 
(CEGL004222).  
Ecological Systems: Central Atlantic Coastal Plain Maritime Forest (CES203.261). 
 
Sites: The Willow Subtype occurs in wet dune swales in sheltered parts of barrier islands.    
 
Soils:  Soils are sands, potentially with a shallow muck surface layer.  They may be mapped as 
Conaby (Histic Humaquept) or Duckston (Typic Psammaquent) or may be inclusions of these soils 
in other map units.   
 
Hydrology:  Hydrology is probably similar to that of the Dogwood Subtype, with fluctuating water 
levels that may cover the surface for entire seasons or may drop to saturated but not flooded 
conditions.  
 
Vegetation:  The Willow Subtype is an open-to-potentially closed tall shrubland dominated by 
Salix caroliniana.  Associated vegetation is not well characterized.  Some Acer rubrum or other 
swamp tree species may be present in small numbers, and other trees rooted in adjacent 
communities may overhang.  Morella cerifera or other shrubs may be present on the edges.  
Associated herbs may include Thelypteris palustris var. pubescens, Chasmanthium laxum, 
Hydrocotyle prolifera, Mikania scandens, Persicaria punctata, Boehmeria cylindrica, and 
potentially additional species shared with other subtypes.   
 
Range and Abundance:  Ranked G2?.  The range and abundance of this community are not well 
understood.  Only a handful of examples are known, but others may have been overlooked or not 
reported.  The equivalent association was described in North Carolina and is also attributed to 
South Carolina.   
   
Associations and Patterns:  The Willow Subtype occurs in small patches, associated with other 
Maritime Shrub Swamp (Dogwood Subtype), Interdune Marsh, or Interdune Pond.  It may be 
surrounded by Maritime Upland Forest or Maritime Grassland communities.   
 
Variation: Nothing is known of variation.   
 
Dynamics:  Dynamics are not known.  Because Salix is often an early successional species, it is 
conceivable that this subtype represents an earlier stage of primary succession than the other 



woody Maritime Wetlands.  The Buxton Woods example is in the younger, more seaward part of 
the site.  However, it is associated with other woody wetlands.  
 
Comments:  This subtype is particularly poorly understood. It was described as an association in 
the NVC, but the description there says little other than that the community is dominated by Salix.  
The few CVS plots attributed to the association are uncertain representatives. Examples have been 
observed by the author in the Buxton Woods area and on Currituck Banks, but description is 
limited.  High water levels hampered observation and may have prevented plots being collected 
for the initial NVC description. More work is needed to characterize the community and to 
determine its conservation status, but it appears to represent vegetation that occurs naturally in 
North Carolina and cannot readily be classified as another community.   
 
Rare species:  None known.  
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