
  
TIDAL FRESHWATER MARSH (SHORELINE LAWN SUBTYPE)  
 
Concept: The Shoreline Lawn Subtype includes distinctive short, regularly flooded to 
semipermanently flooded graminoid or phyllodial vegetation along the shores of estuaries and 
tidal channels. As defined, it is a diverse and highly variable association that is not well 
understood.  It usually occurs as narrow fringes or small patches. This may be a rare community, 
as most marsh edges are barren mud flats or are scarped and have abrupt edges to other subtypes 
rather than a distinctive vegetated edge zone.   
 
Distinguishing Features: The Shoreline Lawn Subtype may be distinguished from other 
subtypes by occurrence in lower, wetter areas on the edges of patches, along with dominance by 
Eriocaulon parkeri, Lilaeopsis chinensis, Lilaeopsis carolinensis, Eleocharis spp., or similar 
plants.  Only larger patches should be recorded as occurrences of this subtype.  
Estuarine Beach Forest is distinguished by being higher in elevation and on higher energy 
shorelines with sparse vegetation or plants adapted to high energy.   
 
Synonyms: Eriocaulon parkeri - Polygonum punctatum Herbaceous Vegetation (CEGL006352). 
Ecological Systems: Atlantic Coastal Plain Embayed Region Tidal Freshwater Marsh 
(CES203.259). Atlantic Coastal Plain Central Fresh and Oligohaline Tidal Marsh (CES203.376). 
 
Sites: Shoreline Lawns occur along estuaries and tidal channels where a zone at immediate sea 
level is present.  Frost (1989) indicated that this community occurred from 15 cm below normal 
water level to 15 cm above.  Sites generally border marsh patches of other subtypes but could 
occur as narrow fringes adjacent to higher areas.   
 
Soils:  This community tends to be smaller than the minimum map unit for soil mapping, and is 
not distinguished.  Soils may potentially be either organic or mineral soils.   
 
Hydrology:  The few examples described are in oligohaline wind tidal areas, and this 
community may be confined to them.   
 
Vegetation:  Vegetation is dominated by Lilaeopsis chinensis, Lilaeopsis caroliniensis, 
Eleocharis flavenscens, or potentially by other Eleocharis species or by Eriocaulon parkeri.  Other 
species may include Samolus parviflorus, Sabatia calycina, or Ludwigia spp.   
 
Range and Abundance:  Ranked G2. It is unclear how abundant this community is in North 
Carolina.  It is seldom reported but likely is overlooked.   The associated NVC association is 
described as ranging from North Carolina northward into Canada.  However, the relationship of 
this community in North Carolina to that association is weak, and may not be warranted. Also, 
given the range of climate and tidal conditions, that association must be extremely heterogeneous 
and likely warrants splitting.      
.   
Associations and Patterns:  The Shoreline Lawn Subtype might potentially occur adjacent to 
most other subtypes of Tidal Freshwater Marsh, and potentially adjacent to Tidal Swamp or even 
to non-tidal wetlands or uplands.   



 
Variation: Nothing is known of variation.   
 
Dynamics:  Nothing is known of the dynamics of this community, beyond the very frequent to 
constant flooding.  It likely is subject to occasional wave disturbance as well as potentially to 
intrusion by salt water.   
 
Comments:  This community needs much more investigation, and this subtype is defined largely 
as a place holder.  It is one of the most poorly known communities, as it often is overlooked and 
unreported.  There are no plots for it.  It may be invisible at times of high water.  It is not entirely 
clear if it is extensive enough to be recognized as a distinct community.   The synonymized 
association is only a partial match, and possibly a very poor one.  This subtype was formerly 
synonymized with CEGL004303 Eriocaulon parkeri. That association was merged into the one 
named above.  
 
Rare species:  Lilaeopsis carolinensis.   
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