
Key to Peatland Pocosins 
 
1. Vegetation with substantial tree cover, more than 25% cover when not burned and under normal 
conditions); trees not greatly stunted; occurring on shallow organic layers or on peats with higher 
mineral content 

2. Canopy dominated by evergreen hardwoods:  Gordonia lasianthus, Magnolia virginiana, and 
Persea palustris.  Pinus serotina, if present, not codominant.   ................................................. Bay Forest 
2. Canopy dominated by Pinus serotina, sometimes with Gordonia lasianthus codominant and equal 
in abundance.  Magnolia and Persea present in smaller amounts and generally not in the canopy. 

3.  Shrub layer dominated by Arundinaria tecta.  Broadleaf shrubs a small minority, but may 
increase with time since fire. ............................................. Pond Pine Woodland (Canebrake Subtype) 
3. Shrub layer dominated by broadleaf evergreen shrubs. 

4. Located north of Albemarle Sound; shrub layer always lacking Cyrilla racemiflora; .... Pond Pine 
Woodland (Northern Subtype) 
4. Located south of Albemarle Sound; shrub layer usually with Cyrilla racemiflora ........ Pond Pine 
Woodland (Typic Subtype) 

1. Vegetation without substantial tree cover, persistently less than 25% cover even when not recently 
burned; trees stunted, usually much smaller size than the same species reach in other communities; 
occurring on deep organic layers with low mineral content (or shallow peat in Peatland Canebrake).   

5. Shrub layer dominated by Arundinaria tecta; broadleaf shrubs a minority, but may increase with 
time since fire. ............................................................................................................ Peatland Canebrake 
5.  Arundinaria tecta not dominant; generally absent, but may be present as a minority component.    

6. Shrub layer persistently shorter than 1.5 meters tall, peat generally deeper than 1.5 meters and 
very low in mineral content.   

7. Shrub layer dominated by upright shrubs, generally Zenobia pulverulenta, Cyrilla racemiflora, 
Lyonia lucida, or Ilex glabra. 

8. Shrub layer with a large component of Cyrilla racemiflora, in addition to Zenobia, Lyonia 
lucida, and Ilex glabra; located in more southerly areas in the outer Coastal Plain. .... Low Pocosin 
(Titi Subtype) 
8. Shrub layer lacking Cyrilla racemiflora, dominated by Zenobia, Lyonia, or Ilex. .... Low Pocosin 
(Gallberry—Fetterbush Subtype) 

7. Shrub layer dominated by trailing shrubs:  Chamaedaphne calyculata or Vaccinium 
macrocarpon; upright shrubs present in smaller amounts. 

9. Community containing significant amounts of Vaccinium macrocarpon, though not 
necessarily dominant. .......................................................... Pocosin Opening (Cranberry Subtype) 
9. Community lacking Vaccinium macrocarpon. 

10. Community containing significant amounts of Sarracenia spp., though Anchistea virginia, 
Carex striata, and other herbs may be more extensive .............. Pocosin Opening (Pitcher Plant 
Subtype) 
10. Community lacking Sarracenia spp., or having less than 1% cover of them; Anchistea 
virginica, Carex striata, and other herbs dominate.   ............... Pocosin Opening (Typic Subtype) 

6. Shrub layer generally taller than 1.5 meters, unless recently burned; trees stunted but larger and 
more abundant; peats generally less than 1.5 meters deep, or with higher mineral content. 

11. Shrub layer dominated by evergreen shrubs, generally Lyonia lucida, Cyrilla racemiflora, Ilex 
glabra, or Ilex coriacea. ................................................................. High Pocosin (Evergreen Subtype) 
11. Shrub layer dominated by deciduous shrubs, generally Zenobia pulverulenta, Vaccinium spp., 
or Ilex laevigata. ............................................................................ High Pocosin (Deciduous Subtype) 

 


