
Summer Reading 2019 Going Wild 5 

1. The Animal Dialogues DB067492 
• Childs, a naturalist and NPR contributor, recounts his personal experiences with 

wild animals, birds, and sea creatures. Describes swimming with sharks, rescuing 
a trapped raccoon, and observing an errant praying mantis, among other 
adventures. Reflects on his encounters and provides facts about each species. 
2007. 

2. The Compassion of Animals DB047090 
• The author presents a collection of anecdotes to demonstrate that animals are 

capable of being kind and compassionate. She tells of animals that helped their 
owners during medical emergencies, of those that rescued people, and of others 
who assisted in providing emotional therapy. Her subjects include dogs, cats, pigs, 
horses, and even an iguana. 

3. Red-Tails in Love DB047451 
• Winn tells about joining a band of birdwatchers and nature lovers in New York 

City. She records stories about Central Park and its wildlife--especially a pair of 
captivating hawks--during a six-year period. 

4. Owls aren’t Wise, and Bats aren’t Blind DB051666 
• Distinguishes myths and misconceptions from authentic animal traits and 

behaviors for thirty familiar North American species. Presents facts and anecdotes 
about the beaver, muskrat, flying squirrel, porcupine, opossum, armadillo, crow 
and raven, raccoon, coyote, wolf, black bear, bison, and others, collected during 
the author's career as a naturalist. 2000. 

5. Shy Boy: The Horse that Came in from the Wild DB048908 
• In this sequel to The Man Who Listens to Horses (DB 45002), horse trainer Monty 

Roberts captures a wild mustang and gently tames it to saddle. Eleven months 
later, he gives the mustang, Shy Boy, a choice of staying with him or returning to 
his original herd. Bestseller. 

6. The Man-Eaters of Tsavo DB046487 
• In colonizing Africa, Lt.Col. Patterson and his comrades traveled through desert 

and jungle to build roads and bridges. In 1907 Patterson wrote of his encounters 
with man-eating lions who terrorized his work crew. A film, The Ghost and the 
Darkness is based on Patterson's adventures. 

7. Crossing Paths DB048636 
• A river guide recounts his observations of wildlife. Includes meetings with bears, 

birds, elks, and antelopes, as well as trout and mosquitoes. Describes excavating 
bones at a dig with renowned scientists where the children were the most serious 
workers. Also recalls a close encounter with a blue shark. 
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8. Always Faithful: A Memoir of the Marine Dogs of WWII DB052468 
• The 1943 commander, also a veterinarian, of the Marines' Third War Dog Platoon 

describes the training and duties of the animals he led during World War II. 
Explains the recruitment and retention of his charges and their handlers and their 
subsequent action in the Pacific. 2001. 

9. Intimate Relations DB010297 
• The wife of author Gerald Durrell wittily records her life with her husband and 

"the other wild beasts," some of whom include a tapir, a raccoon, and a gorilla. 
10.  Red Wolves and Black Bears DB010356 

• Essays covering such experiences as trapping wolves, bearding bears, and carnival 
diving, as well as informed social commentary about Vermont communes, city 
walks, and heroes. 
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