
Summer Reading 2019 Going Wild 

1. Mutual Rescue: How Adopting a Homeless Animal Can Save You, Too DB094572 
• A former tech executive who became president of Humane Society Silicon Valley 

examines the curative powers of rescuing shelter animals. Includes individual 
stories of the physical and mental benefits of pet adoption, with supporting 
statistics and scientific studies. 

2. Jennie DB040541 
• In 1965, while on an expedition in the Camaroons for the Boston Museum of 

Natural History, Hugo Archibald witnesses a dying chimpanzee give birth. He takes 
the baby chimp, Jennie, to his home. Excerpts from Archibald's memoirs and 
interviews with family members and others who knew Jennie describe her 
human-like childhood and her learning sign language. But when she reaches 
puberty, the Archibalds must decide what to do about Jennie. 

3. The Tribe and Tigers: Cats and Their Culture DB041278 
• Author of The Hidden Life of Dogs (DB 37305) turns to the thirty-five different 

species of cats. She explains the evolution of cats (they come from the mongoose 
tribe) and discusses their behavior and their carnivorous diet ("meat-eating alone 
accounts for a cat's sense of fun, of play"). Pumas, tigers, house cats, and others 
are observed in a variety of urban environments. 

4. Last of the Free DB043038 
• The author's account of his life and adventures with three orphaned lion cubs in 

the wild. In a casual style, Patterson describes how he resettled the cubs in a 
Botswana safe haven, where he helped them to stalk and hunt. He tells of the 
many lions and elephants lost to poachers, game hunters, and ranchers and his 
efforts to thwart these human predators. Depicts Patterson's commitment to 
wildlife. 

5. The Goshawk DB042687 
• Chronicles the two-month battle of wills between the author, a novice falconer, 

and the hawk he is trying to tame and train for hunting. Provides daily accounts of 
progress, mistakes, and setbacks as well as insights and self-discoveries. 

6. Diary of a Cat DB042711 
• A cat's whimsical journal of his adventures around the neighborhood where he 

lives with kindly Mrs. Vigil. The cat offers some keen insights into the family 
turmoils he observes in his rounds. After a tumultuous disturbance of the 
household, harmony is restored, and Mrs. Vigil's cat family is reunited. 

7. The Company of Wolves DB042837 
• Explores the relationship between humans and wolves. Steinhart shows that, like 

humans, wolves have calculating minds, live within highly developed social 
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systems, claim and defend territories, use complex forms of communication, and 
are predators. The author draws upon the experiences and views of people whose 
lives have been touched by wolves. 

8. Mountain Lions: The Unnatural History of Pumas and People DB042826 
• Traces the mountain lion's "unnatural" interaction with human cultures in North 

America over hundreds of years. While the author's primary focus is on the big 
cat, she also offers insights into human society and the complexity of our own 
minds. 

9. Journey to the Ants: A Story of Exploration DB040360 
• The authors are two of the world's fewer than 500 myrmecologists, scientists who 

study ants. They discuss their passion for an insect that numbers ten thousand 
trillion, rivaling humans as the world's dominant organism; describe the workings 
of ant colonies, which are actually super-organisms; and explain how ants use 
chemicals to communicate. 

10.The White Wolf DB038969 
• Tucker Crosden has taken his pregnant, prize-winning pit bull on a trapping trip 

with him. She gives birth but she and most of her litter are killed by Black Wolf. 
One pup escapes, running to the cave of Black Wolf's mate, La Sombra, who is 
nursing a litter of her own. To Black Wolf's disgust, La Sombra insists she has given 
birth to a white wolf. She trains White Wolf to overcome his dulled senses and 
"blind nose." 
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