
Instructional Materials Review Criteria Sheet - ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) K-5 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS TITLE  _________________    BID NO.________  
 
PUBLISHER_______________________________________________COPYRIGHT DATE  
 
AUTHOR(S)       ISBN___________________________ 
 
ADVISOR         
 
TEXTBOOK COMMISSION MEMBER ___________ MEMBER’S SBE DISTRICT_____ 
 
Indicate the appropriate grade: 
       
Grade K ELA ____ Grade 1 ELA ____ Grade 2 ELA ____ 
      
Grade 3 ELA ____ Grade 4 ELA ____ Grade 5 ELA ____ 
 
PART I CONTENT 
 
Compatibility with the NC Standard Course of Study (NCSCoS) for English Language Arts (ELA).   In 
accordance with State Board Policy TEXT-001, all items in Part I must be marked “yes” in order for the 
submission to be recommended. 
 
Answer yes to indicate the materials meet the criteria or no to indicate the materials do not meet the criteria. 
Please explain your responses in the space provided.  Be sure to cite specific page numbers and textual 
references from the textbook as well as specific standards from the ELA NCSCoS. 
 
 Yes No 
A. Materials present main concepts that support a minimum of 80% of the grade-level 
expectations in the ELA NCSCoS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

B. Selections are worth reading closely, exhibit exceptional craft and thought, and are from a 
variety of genres and cultures. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

C. Materials provide for the use of technology, which reflects 21st century ideals for a Career and 
College Ready (CCR) student and school. 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

D. Materials include teacher resources, which provide information and opportunities for teachers 
to increase their own understanding of the concepts specific to ELA. 
 
 

  

Documentation for Part I Content: 
 
 
 
 
 
PART II PEDAGOGY 
Please provide evidence of the following: 
 

 Yes No 
A. Materials provide for the integration of speaking, listening, reading, writing, and 

language.	
  

B. Materials include read alouds, guided reading, suggestions for paired texts, and shared 
and independent reading. 

  

C. Materials promote reading and comprehending complex literary and informational 
selections independently and proficiently. (Note: In Kindergarten, the materials promote 
reading and comprehending complex literary and informational selections as a group.  
In first grade, the materials promote reading and comprehending complex literary and 
informational selections, with support from the teacher) 

  

D. Materials include globally diverse selections written by both men and women.   
E. Materials emphasize author’s craft and style, including opportunities for students to 

imitate and/or create. 
  

F. Materials foster students’ understanding and working knowledge of concepts of print (K-
2), phonological awareness and phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency. 

  

G. Materials address the significant grammar and language conventions, in context of 
reading, writing, and/or speaking. 

  

H. Materials support academic vocabulary acquisition and development, comprehension, 
and word identification strategies. 

  

I. Materials provide ample and appropriate suggestions for student writing experiences 
focused on a range of tasks, purposes, audiences, and selections. 

  

J. Materials include suggestions for modeled/shared and independent writing.   
K. Materials offer reading and writing strategies appropriate for the selections.   
L. Questions and tasks require the use of textual evidence.   
M. Materials encourage the development and application of higher-level critical and 

analytical thinking skills. 
  

N. Materials provide opportunities for differentiation of instruction.   
O. Materials offer aligned assessment opportunities that genuinely measure student progress 

(benchmarks, formative, and summative). 
  

P. Materials provide opportunities for the integration of other content areas.   
Q. Materials foster student curiosity, exploration, and investigation as well as build 

knowledge. 
  

R. Textbook contains glossaries of literary terms and vocabulary, on-line resources, and 
margin notes and footnotes to guide understanding. 

  

Documentation for Part II Pedagogy: 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Part III – ACCESSIBILITY  
Please provide evidence of the following: 
   
A. Accuracy Yes No 

1. Content is accurate and error-free, current, and grammatically correct (This includes text, 
maps, charts, timelines, demographics, statistics, photos, and illustrations). 

  

2. Treatment of social issues, religion, ethnicity, gender, and handicapped groups are 
presented in a balanced, objective, and academic manner. 

  

 
B. Appropriateness Yes No 

1. Content provides for grade-level rigor, scaffolding, and extensions.   

2. Content provides for relevancy, linking prior knowledge and active student engagement.   

3. Materials provide for a variety of exercises, reviews, assessments, performance tasks, 
etc., which provide opportunities for students to collect, organize, interpret, and evaluate 
information critically and creatively in a variety of formats. 

  

4. Text layout is level appropriate and does not distract from the selections, including font, 
color, spacing legibility, photos, graphics, captioning, etc.  

  

 
C. Scope Yes No 

1. Materials present information in sufficient depth and breadth to adequately cover grade-
level expectations in a logical manner.  

  

2. Materials include necessary guides such as table of contents, glossary (English & 
Spanish), index, sidebars, atlas, dictionary/thesaurus, bibliography/footnotes, see and see 
also references, web sites, literature links, support agencies, etc. 

  

3. Key concepts, skills, and vocabulary are identified, developed, reviewed and reinforced.   

4. Content is presented in an academic, factual and objective manner, representing a 
balance of perspectives from cultural, ethnic, racial and handicapped groups (This 
includes text, photos, graphics, etc.). 

  

 
D. Teacher Resources Yes No 

a. Teacher resources include suggestions for remediation, acceleration, extension of 
learning, integration, feedback, and review.  

  

b. Materials include summary of material contents and provide instructional and/or 
behavioral objectives, supplemental or background information, and answer keys/rubrics.  

  

c. Materials are well organized, easy to use, comprehensive, durable and reasonably-sized, 
with sufficient material for student use. 

  

d. Materials offer a scope that meets the needs of teachers at all experiential stages.   

e. Teacher’s edition supports and provides help in using a variety of teaching strategies, 
techniques and technologies to meet individual student differences, including 
exceptionalities and limited English proficiency. 

  

f. Teacher’s resource materials contain indices such as: units, literary terms, genres, 
authors, and titles. 

  

 
 
 



 

E. Technology  Yes No 
1. Technology meets all criteria for accuracy, appropriateness, and scope.  Format is easy to 

navigate, visually appealing and not distracting from content.  Teacher materials should 
also meet the criteria of the teacher resources.  If student access is allowed, a 
Save/Record feature should be included. Print resources are available or may be 
converted to specialized formats for accessibility. 

  

2. Technology permits the integration of instructional delivery, learning activities, and 
assessment beyond word processing. 

  

3. Digital content can be accessed on various devices and Internet browsers. Digital 
resources are accessible. 

  

4. Technology features include accessibility options to enable all users equivalent access.   

5. The technology resource design contains motivational elements to engage students, 
appropriate visual and auditory elements, and provides an intuitive user interface. 

  

6. There are robust digital resources for student learning, practice and assessment.   

7. Digital materials provide opportunities for meaningful, interactive experiences.   

8. Digital materials provide content supports for teachers to further develop expertise.   

 
 
Documentation for Part III Accessibility: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part IV: Overall Analysis (For Textbook Commission Use Only) 
These instructional materials meet the criteria _____ yes  _____ no.   
 
 
Documentation for Part IV: Comments that further describe standards for yes or no responses in Parts I, II, or III. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Instructional Materials Review Criteria Sheet - ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) 6-12 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS TITLE   _BID NO._____________________ 
 
PUBLISHER_____________________________________COPYRIGHT DATE  ______ 
 
AUTHOR(S)       ISBN______________________________ 
 
ADVISOR        ________________________ 
 
TEXTBOOK COMMISSION MEMBER _____________MEMBER’S SBE DISTRICT  
 
Indicate the appropriate grade: 
         
Grade 6 ELA __ Grade 7 ELA __ Grade 8 ELA __   
        

English I  __ English II  __ English III __ English IV ___ 
  
PART I CONTENT 
 
Compatibility with the NC Standard Course of Study (NCSCoS) for English Language Arts (ELA).   In 
accordance with State Board Policy TEXT-001, all items in Part I must be marked “yes” in order for the 
submission to be recommended. 
 
Answer yes to indicate the materials meet the criteria or no to indicate the materials do not meet the criteria. 
Please explain your responses in the space provided.  Be sure to cite specific page numbers and textual 
references from the textbook as well as specific standards from the ELA NCSCoS. 
 
 Yes No 
A. Materials present main concepts that support a minimum of 80% of the grade-level 
expectations in the ELA NCSCoS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

B. Selections are worth reading closely, exhibit exceptional craft and thought, and are from a 
variety of genres and cultures. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

C. Materials provide for the use of technology, which reflects 21st century ideals for a Career 
and College Ready (CCR) student and school. 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

D. Materials include teacher resources, which provide information and opportunities for 
teachers to increase their own understanding of the concepts specific to ELA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Documentation for Part I Content: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART II PEDAGOGY 
Please provide evidence of the following: 
 

 Yes No 
A. Materials provide for the integration of speaking, listening, reading, writing, and 

language.	
  

B. Materials include suggestions for paired texts and shared and independent reading.   
C. Materials promote reading and comprehending complex literary and informational 

selections independently and proficiently. 
  

D. Materials include globally diverse selections written by both men and women.   
E. Materials emphasize author’s craft and style, including opportunities for students to 

imitate and/or create. 
  

F. Materials foster students’ understanding and working knowledge of development and 
syntax. 

  

G. Materials address the significant grammar and language conventions, in context of 
reading, writing, and/or speaking. 

  

H. Materials support academic vocabulary acquisition and development, comprehension, 
and word identification strategies. 

  

I. Materials provide ample and appropriate suggestions for student writing experiences 
focused on a range of tasks, purposes, audiences, and selections. 

  

J. Materials include suggestions for modeled and independent writing.   
K. Materials offer reading and writing strategies appropriate for the selections.   
L. Questions and tasks require the use of textual evidence.   
M. Materials encourage the development and application of higher-level critical and 

analytical thinking skills. 
  

N. Materials provide opportunities for differentiation of instruction.   
O. Materials offer aligned assessment opportunities that genuinely measure student 

progress (benchmarks, formative, and summative). 
  

P. Materials provide opportunities for the integration of other content areas.   
Q. Materials foster student curiosity, exploration, and investigation as well as build 

knowledge. 
  

R. Textbook contains glossaries of literary terms and vocabulary, on-line resources, and 
margin notes and footnotes to guide understanding. 

  

Documentation for Part II Pedagogy: 
 
 
 



 

Part III ACCESSIBILITY  
Please provide evidence of the following: 
   
A. Accuracy Yes No 

1. Content is accurate and error-free, current, and grammatically correct (This includes 
text, maps, charts, timelines, demographics, statistics, photos, and illustrations). 

  

2. Treatment of social issues, religion, ethnicity, gender, and handicapped groups are 
presented in a balanced, objective, and academic manner. 

  

 
B. Appropriateness Yes No 

1. Content provides for grade-level rigor, scaffolding, and extensions.   

2. Content provides for relevancy, linking prior knowledge and active student 
engagement. 

  

3. Materials provide for a variety of exercises, reviews, assessments, performance tasks, 
etc., which provide opportunities for students to collect, organize, interpret, and 
evaluate information critically and creatively in a variety of formats. 

  

4. Text layout is level appropriate and does not distract from the selections, including 
font, color, spacing legibility, photos, graphics, captioning, etc.  

  

 
C. Scope Yes No 

1. Materials present information in sufficient depth and breadth to adequately cover 
grade-level expectations in a logical manner.  

  

2. Materials include necessary guides such as table of contents, glossary (English & 
Spanish), index, sidebars, atlas, dictionary/thesaurus, bibliography/footnotes, see and 
see also references, web sites, literature links, support agencies, etc. 

  

3. Key concepts, skills, and vocabulary are identified, developed, reviewed and 
reinforced. 

  

4. Content is presented in an academic, factual and objective manner, representing a 
balance of perspectives from cultural, ethnic, racial and handicapped groups (This 
includes text, photos, graphics, etc.). 

  

 
D. Teacher Resources Yes No 

1. Teacher resources include suggestions for remediation, acceleration, extension of 
learning, integration, feedback, and review.  

  

2. Materials include summary of material contents and provide instructional and/or 
behavioral objectives, supplemental or background information, and answer 
keys/rubrics.  

  

3. Materials are well organized, easy to use, comprehensive, durable and reasonably-
sized, with sufficient material for student use. 

  

4. Materials offer a scope that meets the needs of teachers at all experiential stages.   

5. Teacher’s edition supports and provides help in using a variety of teaching strategies, 
techniques and technologies to meet individual student differences, including 
exceptionalities and limited English proficiency. 

  

6. Teacher’s resource materials contain indices such as: units, literary terms, genres, 
authors, and titles. 

  

 
 
 
 



 

E. Technology  Yes No 
1. Technology meets all criteria for accuracy, appropriateness, and scope.  Format is easy 

to navigate, visually appealing and not distracting from content.  Teacher materials 
meet the criteria of the teacher resources.  If student access is allowed, a Save/Record 
feature should be included. Print resources are available or may be converted to 
specialized formats for accessibility. 

  

2. Technology permits the integration of instructional delivery, learning activities, and 
assessment beyond word processing. 

  

3. Digital content can be accessed on various devices and Internet browsers. Digital 
resources are accessible. 

  

4. Technology features include accessibility options to enable all users equivalent access.   

5. The technology resource design contains motivational elements to engage students, 
appropriate visual and auditory elements, and provides an intuitive user interface. 

  

6. There are robust digital resources for student learning, practice and assessment.   

7. Digital materials provide opportunities for meaningful, interactive experiences.   

8. Digital materials provide content supports for teachers to further develop expertise.   

 
 
Documentation for Part III Accessibility: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part IV: Overall Analysis (For Textbook Commission Use Only) 
These instructional materials meet the criteria _____ yes  _____ no  
 
Documentation for Part IV: Comments that further describe standards for yes or no responses in Parts I, II, or III. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: EC EVALUATION 
 
SUBJECT_____________________________________________ GRADE _____________________ 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS TITLE _____________________________BID NO._______________ 

PUBLISHER_________________________________________ COPYRIGHT DATE _______________ 

AUTHOR(S) ___________________________________________ISBN__________________________ 

ADVISOR___________________________________________________________________________ 

TEXTBOOK COMMISSION MEMBER__________________MEMBER’S SBE DISTRICT_________ 
 
Answer yes to indicate the textbook materials meet the criteria or no to indicate the textbook materials do 
not meet the criteria.  
 
 Appropriateness, Scope, and Resources Yes No 
1. Content provides for grade appropriate, yet varied cognitive levels, abilities, and learning 

styles. 
  

2. Content is relevant, links to prior knowledge, builds background knowledge, and promotes 
active student engagement. 

  

3. Materials provide for a variety of exercises, reviews, assessments, and performance tasks, 
which provide opportunities for students to collect, organize, interpret, and evaluate 
information critically and creatively in a variety of formats. 

  

4. Text and layout are level appropriate, including font, color, spacing legibility, photos, 
graphics, and captioning. 

  

5. Materials include necessary guides such as table of contents, glossary (English & 
Spanish), index, sidebars, atlas, dictionary/thesaurus, bibliography/footnotes, see and see 
also references, web sites, literature links, and support agencies etc. 

  

6. Key concepts, skills, vocabulary are identified, developed, reviewed, and reinforced.    
7. Materials provide adequate teacher resources, which include suggestions for remediation, 

acceleration, extension of learning, integration, feedback, and review. 
  

8. Materials include a summary of contents, instruction and/or behavioral objectives, 
supplemental or background information, and answer keys/rubrics. 

  

9. Materials are well organized, easy to use, comprehensive, durable and reasonably sized, 
with sufficient material for student use. 

  

10. Resources accommodate the needs of all teachers from beginning through veteran 
teachers. 

  

11. Technology meets criteria for accuracy, appropriateness, and scope. It is easy to navigate, 
visually appealing, and includes a Save/Record feature; if applicable. 

  

 
 
Keeping in mind the needs of EC students and their teachers, please give specifics to support both the yes and 
no responses to the above.  
 
Documentation for yes and no responses above: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: EL EVALUATION 
 
SUBJECT______________________________________________ GRADE ______________________ 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS TITLE ________________________________BID NO.____________ 

PUBLISHER__________________________________________ COPYRIGHT DATE _______________ 

AUTHOR(S) ______________________________________ISBN_______________________________ 

ADVISOR___________________________________________________________________________ 

TEXTBOOK COMMISSION MEMBER______________ MEMBER’S SBE DISTRICT_____________ 
 
Answer yes to indicate the textbook materials meet the criteria or no to indicate the textbook materials do 
not meet the criteria.  
 
 Appropriateness, Scope, and Resources Yes No 
1. Content provides grade-appropriate, yet varied linguistic levels, abilities, and 

learning styles. 
  

2. Content is relevant, addresses a variety of cultural aspects, links to prior 
knowledge, builds background knowledge, and promotes active student 
engagement. 

  

3. Materials provide opportunities for scaffolding interaction, such as, a variety of 
exercises, reviews, assessments, and performance tasks (e.g., including 
sentence frames, word banks, etc.). 

  

4. Materials provide opportunities for students to collect, organize, interpret, and 
evaluate information critically and creatively in a variety of formats (e.g., 
including the use of the student’s first language). 

  

5. Text and layout are age/proficiency/grade-level appropriate, including font, 
color, spacing legibility, photos, graphics, and captioning. 

  

6. Material includes necessary guides such as a table of contents, glossary (e.g., 
English & Spanish), index, sidebars, atlas, dictionary/thesaurus, 
bibliography/footnotes, see and see also references, websites, literature links, 
and support agencies, etc. 

  

7. Key concepts, skills, and vocabulary are identified, developed, reviewed, and 
reinforced.  

  

8. Materials provide adequate teacher resources, which include suggestions for 
acceleration, extension of learning, integration, feedback, and/or review 
specific to English Learners.  

  

9. Materials include a summary of contents, instruction and/or behavioral 
objectives, supplemental or linguistically and culturally relevant background 
information, and answer keys/rubrics. 

  

10. Materials are well organized, easy to use, comprehensive, durable and 
reasonably sized. 

  

11. Resources accommodate the EL Support needs of beginning through veteran 
teachers. 

  

12. Technology is easy to navigate, visually appealing, and ideally includes a 
screen reader, dictionary, and a Save/Record feature, if applicable. 

  

 
Keeping in mind the linguistic needs of EL students and their teachers, please give specifics to support both the yes and 
no responses to the above.   
 
Documentation for yes and no responses above: 

 



 

 

 


