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4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Dat

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: X

Public — Local X

Public — State

Public — Fede

District
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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
29 6
0 0

0 structures
1 objects
30

Number of contributing resources previously listed in th N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/business

COMMERCE/TRADE/department

RADE/business
RADE/department store
RADE/specialty store

CREATION/CULTURE/museum
RELIGIOUS/religious facility
VACANT/Not in use
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Commercial Style
Neo-Gothic Revival
Modern Movement

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property:
Foundation: brick
concrete block

Walls:  brick
concrete block
stucco

Roof: asphalt
membrane

Narrative Descriptio
(Describe the historig ce and condition of the property. Describe
le. Begin with a summary paragraph that
erty, such as its location, type, style,

eatures. Indicate whether the property has

briefly describg : eristics of the

istoric District encompasses a portion of the central business
Alexander County. Following the creation of the county and
s were laid out in a modified gridiron pattern around the courthouse

district in Taylors
own in 1847, tow

resources from the period 1906-1973 on Main Avenue, Main Avenue Drive, and Center Street.
The properties within the district include 30 primary and nine secondary resources. Among the
resources within the district, 30 contribute to its historic and architectural character, while the
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nine non-contributing resources include six buildings that no longer retain historic integrity due
to alterations and three buildings and objects built outside the period of significa

Narrative Description

he northwestern pied
the courthouse occupying
in 1851, th its were set at 1,0

The town of Taylorsville, county seat of Alexander Cou
North Carolina, is organized on a modified gridiron pla
block at its center. When the town officially incorpo

yards from the courthouse in all directions. The cour rdered by Main Street
on all sides: North Main Street to the north (now West , East Main Street to the
east (now Center Street), South Main Street to the south in Avenue Drive), and West

Main Street to the west (now First Street SW). At present, Ma ue and Main Avenue Drive
are the principal east-west streets, ba to the north and south,
nd forms the town’s
of Main Avenue) lies
on the west side of the courthouse square ge of the district. For ease
of reference to current ma v roughout the rest of this
nomination.

The Downtow i ic Distri ompasses the concentration of commercial

ormer industrial district along the railroad tracks including a

er mill, and various industrial buildings. To the west of the courthouse

are, the town’s mercial development is less dense and interspersed with altered,
ively reused, infill buildings.

d industrial development in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
t its function as the county seat of government. By the turn of the twentieth
century, the town’s general development pattern had been established, with the three blocks of
Main Street north and east of the courthouse as the principal business corridor. A view of Main
Street in 1909 depicts a tight cluster of one- and two-story frame buildings in the first blocks of
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present-day East and West Main Avenue. Brick commercial buildings gradually replaced the

mercial blocks surrounding
the square have flrst story facades and storefronts that ha n remodeled or otherwise

the overall consistency of historic buildi
details remains largely intact to convey t

d upper-story facade

Avenue, movi 2 ginning on the north side and continuing on
the south side. 2
n Avenue. The inventory entries on Main Avenue Drive are listed
e of the street; no resources on the south side of Main Avenue Drive

Main Avenue run along what appears to be a natural ridge,
sloping gently to the south of the district, and more steeply
Town Alley to the north of the district.

ry consists of 30 contributing resources and nine non-contributing

history, w nown, is also provided. Named properties are identified by their first, longest, or
best-known occupant or function during the period of significance. Construction dates have been
determined as accurately as possible by correlating information from deed research, tax records,
two sets of Sanborn maps dating from 1924 and 1938, documentary photographs, newspapers,
and other published sources. Because historic issues of the long-standing local newspaper, The
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Taylorsville Times, have yet to be digitized or indexed, more precise information is likely available
but beyond the scope of this project. Vacant parcels within the district boundari noted in
the inventory but not counted among the district resources.

A contributing building, site, structure, or object adds to the historic a ions or historic

architectural qualities for which the district is significant. Contributi

building, site, structure, or object does not add to the
architectural qualities for which the district is significant. N

to alterations.

Classification key: C-B Contributing building
Cc-0 C ing object

INVENTORY LIST

[AX0041] Alexa Main Avenue, 1970 C-B

e site as Alexander County’s original courthouse, the Brutalist
as constructed in 1970 and designed by Hickory-based architect
.1 A second site several blocks to the east of downtown was also

missioners contracted Biggs to develop plans for a new courthouse facility in

the early , and the architect presented initial plans to County Commissioners in 1966. Early

1 The firm also designed the Alexander County Public Library in 1975.

2 “Courthouse Site Selected,” The Taylorsville Times, August 31, 1967; “History of Courthouse,” The
Taylorsville Times, August 17, 1967; “Alexander County Courthouse,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976.
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plans produced by Biggs showed a complex of four Modernist structures at the corners of the

block and an open landscaped courtyard; ultimately the current plan was sele 3 The re-
development of the county building proceeded more urgently than planned he historic
county courthouse burned in 1967. The fire consumed the entire upper leve e building and
left only remnants of the ground floor and basement, but county records red.* The firm

building was designed to “bring in the era of the 1970s.”>

The Alexander County Courthouse occupies the we

containing an offset diamond of grass and flanked by expan n areas at the northeast and
southeast corners of the lot, the terraced courtyard features g ht lamp posts atop battered
pebble-finish concrete bases, pebbled d bowl-shaped planters.

Monuments to the veterans of World the Korean War and
Vietnam; and the Alexander County Vete T the southeast green.

recessed from the building’s main facade and greatly recessed
ides of the courthouse. The main level of the building is slightly
sed basement, giving it the appearance of floating above the ground. On

The Observer-News-Enterprise, Vertical File: History - Courthouse, Local History Room,
ary, Taylorsville, NC.

ouse Destroyed By Fire,” The Taylorsville Times, August 17, 1967; “Many Alex Records Saved,”
cord, August 11, 1967.

5 “Dedication Service and Open House: Alexander County Courthouse & Jail,” May 16-17, 1970, pamphlet,
Vertical File: History - Courthouse, Local History Room, Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC; “U.S. Flag
Featured in Courthouse & Jail Dedication Here Saturday,” Vertical File: History - Courthouse, Local History Room,
Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC.

Hickory Daily R
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the east fagade, a narrow row of ribbon windows marks the basement. The lot slopes downward

with a pattern of narrow, rusticated vertical bands in relief.

A central entrance portico with side walls projects from the fag

battered concrete cheek walls of the same texture as
held a large bowl-shaped planter. Today the southern | remains intact while the

d with the same vertically

Secondary elevations of the cou
facade. While the north and south side & are blind, a series of
irregularly spaced, recessed, fixed-pane wi ) elevation. The basement
level of the west elevation held etal-and-glass entry door to the north and

separate jury boxe ar of the building. A central rear stair leads to the lower level, which
was_designed to house heriff's Department offices; the clerk of court; register of deeds; the

Office, Ashevi

8 Interior descriptions based on floorplan in “Dedication Service and Open House: Alexander County
Courthouse & Jail,” May 16-17, 1970, pamphlet, Vertical File: History - Courthouse, Local History Room, Alexander
County Library, Taylorsville, NC. See also: “AX0041 Alexander County Courthouse,” HPO Survey File, North Carolina
State Historic Preservation Office, Asheville, NC.
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Situated at the north of the courtyard in front of the courthouse and framed by a low
concrete retaining wall and grass lawn, the Confederate Soldier Monument and ddjacent Civil

War cannon are all that remained on site after the previous courthouse burned i .The main
focus of the memorial is a stone sculpture of a soldier holding the barrel of sket that rests
at his feet. The sculpture stands atop a tall, two-tiered square column in irregularly
shaped horizontal stone veneer. A metal plate on the north face of the ifies the man

monument with the engraved names of Alexander Coun ho served in the Civil War
was installed to the west of the sculpture and cannon in 20 e memorial is accessed by a
concrete pathway running south from t blic sidewalk to th ture.

Roster Monument, ca. 2000
NC-O

Alexander County Remembers, WWI &

angular slab that stands atop a rusticated
irthouse plaza. The monument contains the
engraved names of X \ » fought in World War | and World War Il.

The granite roste ment is a ve

NC-O

e west of the WWI & WWII monument, the granite Korean War
ectangular slab that stands atop a rusticated granite base. Slightly

NC-S

NC; “Alex Memorial,” Vertical File: Civil War, Local History Room, Alexander County Library,

Library, Tay
Taylorsville,

10 Alexander County, Board of Commissioner’s Meeting, April 3, 2001,
https://alexandercountync.gov/minutes-agendas/2001docs/20010403m.htm (accessed April 2024).

11 “Taylorsville 1987,” postcard, collection of Connie Kincaid, Alexander County Economic Development
Corporation, Taylorsville, NC.
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Situated on the southeast lawn directly in front of the courthouse, the bell tower is
accessed by a short concrete path from the walkway running across the front of th
minimal bell tower is carried on four tall, square brick piers and is relatively un ed save for
a soldier course of brick and corbelling between the piers. The brick monum ntains the bell
and cornerstone from the 1902 courthouse.’? Two metal plaques inst he brick piers
detail the histories of the courthouse bell and the bell tower monum s returned
to the Courthouse Square in 1974 and was initially mounted on a c
County Sesquicentennial Committee constructed the brick mem

West Main Avenue, north side
[AX0053] (former) People’s Drug Store, 12 West M

Located at the northwest corner of West Main A
story, five-to-one common bond brick commercial buildin ilt in the late 1910s or early
1920s. The building is notable for its castziton storefront man ed by G. L. Mesker & Co. of
Evansville, Indiana, and features paired one double-hun ows on the second story
with cast-concrete sills and molded linte
corbelled cornice. The storefront, which
was substantially altered in the late 1980
rough stucco infill. Remaining elements of t storefront include the east corner post, an
intermediate post near, and an |-beam lintel with large corner blocks
and decorative flore orative floral scrollwork, textured panels, and
fleur-de-lis adorni S pany is identified on a name panel near the

th Center Street, the two-

base of the e e has been reconfigured with double-leaf
replacement A single twelve-over-twelve double-hung
window is locate , which is shaded by an attached copper-clad

hip-roof awning. Th window infills an original single-leaf doorway that led to the second

building exhibits a stepped parapet roofline with a metal coping.
the south end of the east elevation and infilled with rough
er-one double-hung window on the first story is located near the north
has a concrete sill and lintel. Seven one-over-one double-hung windows
2 second story are irregularly spaced. A below-grade entry door and small
e basement are exposed due to the slope of North Center Street.

A single storefro
stucco. A single one
and of the elevation
h concrete sills o
v openings :

12 “AX0041 Alexander County Courthouse,” HPO Survey File, North Carolina State Historic Preservation
Office, Asheville, NC.

13 “Rustic Old Bell Returns to County’s Courtsquare,” The Taylorsville Times, August 1, 1974; Alex History
Group, LLC, Alexander County Treasures: A History of Remarkable People and Precious Gems (Virginia Beach, VA;
The Donning Company Publishers, 2012), 331.
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The rear elevation features an attached full-width porch at the first story, supported by a
concrete block foundation the height of the fully exposed basement that is a rehabilitated version
of an earlier porch. The hip roof is supported on square wood posts with wood r . The porch
shelters a central single-leaf entrance flanked by single one-over-one windo the main level
of the building. The door and windows are later replacements that diff he size of the
original openings. Two single windows on the second level contain six- -hung wood
sash with concrete sills.

W. B. Matheson deeded the property Charlie R. Whi
referred to as the Charlie White lot in later deeds. Rowe Ca
in 1918. After Campbell moved the store to South Cent
occupied by Munday’s Drug Store.

1910, and the
r. founded Peoples Dr
et around 1940, the building

y is

[AX0103] Merchants & Farmers Bank, 16 West Main Ave 19 C-B

-story common bond brick
nd the rear elevation.*
er-one double-hung
metal paneling covers
ing. Brick piers subdivide

Built by Merchants & Farmers b
commercial building is largely intact o
Two recessed panels float atop a ro
replacement metal windows with project
the space between the windowsills and the
the storefront into three b of varying
door with slender sidelig

e building. The largest, central, bay is infilled
o the middle pier. The narrowest bay, on the

Taylorsville hub of Northwestern Bank in 1938 when Northwestern Bank
Merchants & Farmers Bank and assumed ownership of the Taylorsville

14 Deed book 9, page 3, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
15 “Four Bank Robberies in Alexander County in Past 43 Years,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976.
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branch.'® Northwestern Bank was formed in 1937 with the merger of the Bank of Sparta; Deposit
and Savings Bank of North Wilkesboro; Merchants & Farmers Bank of Baker ; and the
Watauga County Bank in Boone.'’

[AX0102] Hedrick Office Building, 22 West Main Avenue, ca. 1930, ea

Three arches define the remodeled storefront o ry brick building, with the
middle arch wider than the flanking arches. Each arch is fra projecting course of header
e staggered soldier course

estern Bank Consolidated in 1938 with Taylorsville Merchants & Farmers Bank,” The
, July 1, 1976.

18 Deed book 8, page 251, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC; Sanborn Map Company,
Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, February 1938, Sheet 2.

1% Deed book 211, page 932, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC; Vertical File: AO040
Taylorsville Central Business District, 1986, Local History Room, Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC.

Taylorsville
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storefront Watts Company Department Store built by 1913.2° Charles Watts purchased the Bee
Hive building in 1914; 1924 Sanborn Maps document its use as a drug store.?! W
building to N. B. Smithey for his department store in 1927.22 When the Watts ny building
was badly damaged by a fire in the early 1930s, Watts decided to sell to N. ey instead of
rebuilding. In 1934, Smithey purchased both buildings and rebuilt the fi ed building.?3
1938 Sanborn maps note that the old Bee Hive building, now under S

facade which is unornamented with the exception of a row monds (two on the western
unit and three on the eastern) filled with bricks laid at an ang w, a row of twelve window
openings runs the length of the facade the western storefront
and eight evenly spaced above the nings are filled with

n”

“Smithey’s” and now re
sills of the second-
storefronts below,

iding run between the projecting concrete
oofed cable-hung awning that shades the

reading “Smithey’s” and contains a single-leaf glass and aluminum
tive diamond motif with ‘S’ is inscribed in the structural glass above

any,” advertisement, The Mountain Scout, April 2, 1913.
pany, Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, December 1924, Sheet 2.

istoric photo of the building before reconstruction in: “Smithey’s Department Store Opened in
Taylorsville in 1927,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976; Vertical File: AO040 Taylorsville Central Business District,
1986, Local History Room, Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC; Deed book 25, page 91, Alexander County
Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.

24 Sanborn Map Company, Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, February 1938, Sheet 2.
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The north (rear) elevation clearly shows the distinction between the original and rebuilt
buildings. The rear of the older, western building features three bays of slightly seg
openings at the first and second stories, all of which are entirely infilled with ock except
for the westernmost opening of the first story which has a replacement si -leaf, recessed
metal door and glass block above. This door is accessed by a metal stair railing. At the

metal staircase rises to two second- and third-story door of which features a sing
replacement door cut into the window opening. A ba in the easternmost

westernmost window opening at the basement level is in

The parcel continues north acro
bounded by Town Alley, North Center
contains three warehouse buildings: tw
the parcel.

Town Alley and ¢

s the entirety of the block
t Avenue, and i

esboro Road. This block
e northeast corner of

C-B

apet with tile coping on its south, east, and
ation contains a paneled double-leaf door.
All other eleva ' window openings are visible on the east
he building as a jail in the western end and

C-B

with stone from Rocky Face Mountain Quarry, an Alexander County
orsville. A parapet with concrete coping caps the west, south, and east
g. The parapet is flat with the exception of a gable that rises to meet a
on the west end of the south elevation, facing Town Alley. The initials

Window openings on the upper level are finished with projecting concrete sills and contain pairs
of double-hung replacement sash windows. A concrete stairway beside the west elevation leads

25 Sanborn Map Company, Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, December 1924, Sheet 2.
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from Town Alley to a lower parking lot behind the building. The basement window openings are
generally smaller and contain one-over-one double-hung sash windows. Most
covered with security bars. A pair of larger openings are cut into the north ion of the
projecting ell; here, the basement opening contains a double-leaf wooden ile the upper
opening is infilled with brick surrounding a pair of replacement one-over-

Constructed sometime between 1924 and 1938, this buildi to house
Smithey’s Hardware Store, which was operated by Mr. and Mrs. Hu

until closing in the early 1970s.%6

Warehouse, 214 Town Alley, 1950s

The one-story brick storage building with tile
concrete stoop runs the length of the building facing the
pierces the south elevation. All other elevations are blin
before 1964 and may have originally bee

gle-leaf metal entry door
arehouse was constructed
partment Store, located at

[AX0100] Smithey’s Department Store () ‘ A a. 1920, 1934 C-B

The two-story brick onstructed ca. 1920. In 1934, N. B. Smithey,
a Wilkesboro busines 5 and the building to the east (now 36 West
Main) to expand Smi : .>4The building shares the decorative brick banding
which recessed single courses are flanked
by four cour ‘ i ‘ g, the commercial building is relatively

26 “Smithey’s De
h Brookshire,”

ment Store Opened in Taylorsville in 1927,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976; “Mr.
Jary, The Charlotte Observer, February 24, 1988, 6E. No documentation could be
nilding was labeled as a wholesale grocery on the 1938 Sanborn Map. Sanborn Map
exander County, North Carolina, February 1938, Sheet 2.

v of Taylorsville, NCDOT Historical Aerial Imagery Index, March 31, 1964.

ey’s Department Store Opened in Taylorsville in 1927,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976;
“Smithey’s Department Store,” Vertical File: Alexander County-History-Business and Industry, Local History Room,
Alexander County Public Library, Taylorsville, NC; Deed book 25, page 91, Alexander County Register of Deeds,
Taylorsville, NC.

28

2 The siding does not appear in a 1947 postcard photo of the central business district but is visible in a
1974 advertisement for Smithey’s. “Smithey’s Department Store,” advertisement, The Taylorsville Times, July 1,
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dating to ca. 1927 reveal that the building originally had a lower parapet that was raised by 1947
to form a continuous cornice with the adjacent building to the east.3°

nt, which is
ment store, all
ing a central

A decorative terrazzo floor reading “Smithey’s” fronts the recessed s
identical in style to the storefronts to the east that also accessed the
apparently installed at the same time. It is composed of plate glass wi

while the central upper-level opening

[AX0099] Commercial Building, 46 West

Located at the no corner of V 3in Avenue and Old Wilkesboro Road, the

the second story are one-over-one double-hung wood sash set
dwlock-course brick sills and a lintel of three courses of headers.

facade at 42 West Main Avenue. The corbelled cornice displays a soldier
urse topped by four courses of corbelled brick. There are no third-story

1976. Vertical File: AO040 Taylorsville Central Business District, 1986, Local History Room, Alexander County
Library, Taylorsville, NC.

30 See historic photo of the building before reconstruction in: “Smithey’s Department Store Opened in
Taylorsville in 1927,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976.
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openings are boarded from the inside. A concrete stair from the front sidewalk descends to a
below-grade entry to the basement. Two additional arched window openings light

onesills and
two outer bays

All four levels of the rear elevation have segmental-arch openings with
lintels of two or three rows of headers. At the second and third stories, on

one-over-one in the shorter basement windows), while the
large door. The door at the first story is covered in metal b

d as the home of Lackey’s
s Florist, established in 1976,
a Cline bought the building

and is visible at the northeast corner of the building. The
Department Store for many years in the 1950s and 1960s.
has occupied this location since prior to when Clayton an
from the Gwaltney family.3?

East Main Avenue, north side

, ca. 1939 C-B

in Avenue and North Center Street, the one-
plain facade, aluminum-frame storefront,
ed at the rear. The building was not shown
38 but was erected soon thereafter as it
appears in H. Lee " e.33 The storefront is arranged around central
ounted by a single-pane transom. On either side of the entrance,
dows are divided into two panes by a single aluminum muntin. The
eads with rowlock-course sills that have been painted a chalky
is frame construction and covered with asphalt shingles. The
a cornice of soldier-course brick and a cast concrete coping.

story brick com
attached shed-

ith a two-bar metal railing descend along the west elevation to a below-
ndows to each side of this entrance are covered with security bars. A
e north end of the west elevation is accessed directly from the sidewalk

31 Alexander County Treasures, 265.
32 Deed book 244, page 992, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.

33 “Taylorsville (N.C.), 1939 (Reel 1),” H. Lee Waters Film Collection, Duke University Libraries,
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4m32s474, accessed March 2023.
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The rear (north) elevation features a central entrance to the fully exposed basement that

e east of the
entrance, and the window to the west is double-hung sash. Four wind evenly spaced

rowlock-course brick sills and are covered with security bars.

The building appears to have been constructed around

This two-story brick commercial building, home t eadquarters of the regional
ing on the site burned.?* The
ca. 1970 replacement storefront has a ) - ked by aluminum-frame
plate-glass display windows. A transo arded over, and the
display windows rest on low brick bulk v planting beds in front of the

are late twentieth ce ions. wooden shed awning is sheathed in wood

shingles, now deteri ad. facade, which was likely designed to match
the adjoining bui hibits bricked-in window openings with a
continuous so i i soldier course brick on the upper facade is

brick and capped by cast concrete coping

of metal canopy supported on metal posts shelters the loading dock and
door. An exterior brick chimney flue at the center of the elevation rises

neighboring structures, although the heat of the flames blistered paint and cracked windows on buildings across
the street. See “United Variety Store Opened 1926,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 6. The uniformity of the
facades and rear elevations complicates an understanding of whether the two buildings were originally built as one
structure or two separate but adjoining buildings. Deed records typically acknowledge the two buildings as
separate properties.

Section 7 page 19



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Downtown Taylorsville Historic District Alexander County, NC
Name of Property County and State

against the rear wall of the building. Each of the three stories above has four bays of windows,
some of which are original two-over-two double-hung sash while others are re
infilled with brick or plywood.

A two-story building erected at this location in the early 1920s ho
Store before L. M. Hinshaw began operating United Variety Store at thi
R. A. Adams declared bankruptcy in 1933, Hinshaw acquired the bui
$8,125.3% Hinshaw’s “skill in buying and merchandising enabled the

dams Furniture
in 1926. After

were insured. The following month, however, Hinshaw
a new store.3” During the 1950s, the front facade of th

ed entrances, curv
y 1976, the current
storefront configuration was in place. The Taylor mained the company’s
headquarters until the business was dissolved in 1979.38

[AX0106] Rhodes-Day-Elledge Furniture

ca. 1995 C-B
924 for his hardware store.
In 1941, J. M. Miller sold the building to the 3 niture Company and moved
his hardware store to i building, across Town Alley. The furniture
company first opene ginally occupied the building at 34 West Main

des-Day-Elledge company and his wife, Ruth

and flanked by sidelight panels. The entrance bay is flanked
rest on low brick walls forming planting beds in front of the

entieth century additions. The brick detailing and fenestration of the
have been replicated when the adjacent facade of 21 East Main Avenue

$18,000 Building for Taylorsville Store,” The Charlotte Observer, January 8, 1938, 9.
38 Articles of Incorporation book 210, page 787, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.

39 “Rhodes-Day-Elledge Furniture in 39t Year of Operation in Taylorsville,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1,
1976.
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was rebuilt in 1938 following a fire.*® The four-bay upper facade exhibits bricked in window
openings with a continuous soldier-course lintel. An attached sign covers the two r window
openings. A decorative band of soldier course brick on the upper fagade parap und above
and below by a single course of header brick and capped by cast concrete g. Despite the
facade changes to the storefront and second-story windows, the buildi ins contributing

Warehouse, ca. 1930 C-B
A one-story frame warehouse sta ey at the rear of the lot.
Resting on a brick foundation, the fron ith corrugated metal

siding and has a metal roof. A frame office wi e building with a shed
2 wo-over-two double-hung

west creates a covered entrance bay for both
st elevation of the office contains a four-light
led entry door. The main building is entered
a single-light transom. A larger doorway
by three wooden steps and a wood ramp.

building to the Rhodes-Day-Elledge Furniture Company in 1941,
to this former warehouse building. Two years later Miller sold

C-B

40 The uniformity of the facades and rear elevations complicates an understanding of whether the two
buildings were originally built as one structure or two separate but adjoining buildings. Deed records typically
acknowledge the two buildings as separate properties.

41 “Carson Hardware Established 1943,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976.
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Built around 1965 by J. C. Gant, the short two-story brick commercial building features an
aluminum-frame storefront and a flat parapet with terra cotta tile coping. A fixed ic awning
installed in the 2000s shelters the storefronts while the upper fagade is plain, p brick with
two square window openings and rowlock-course brick sills. The wind re three-light

East Main Avenue and is unadorned except for a single plate- ixed-sash window.

building contains central do
ney flue rises again
e-over-one sash, while

An exposed basement visible at the rear (north)
leaf doors sheltered by an attached fabric awning, and
the rear elevation. The rear windows of the main floo
the upper story has three-light metal-sash awning win af door on the west side
of the upper story opens onto an attached metal fire escape ads to the roof of a concrete
block addition projecting from the rear of the building at 23 E in Avenue.

on...the East wall of the
ure Company” from
Garland and Edna Lackey in February 1964 a ; ilding.** The enterprising Gant,
i i arily developed residential

J. C. and Carmen Gant purchaset a| “beginning at

ca. 1968, ca. 2010 NC-B

5 features a tall flat parapet and modern

nds approximately half the depth of its lot and is surrounded by paved
the vacant lot to the east. Three narrow plate-glass windows pierce the
he rear (north) elevation of the building contains a single-leaf security

Max C. and Cora Lee Barnes Nye in 1968, including Lots 1 and 5 of “the Business block of the J. P.

42 Deed book 73, page 286, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC
43 Rhodes-Day-Elledge advertisement, The Taylorsville Times, March 25, 1965, 4-5.
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Echerd estate.”** The company entered into a party wall agreement with J. C. Gant, owner of the

g wall of Gant,
hare the wall,

construct a building 45 feet long having a height of 14 feet and to utilize the
as a party wall.”* The Western Carolina Corporation paid $750 for the g

[AX0109] Rowe Campbell Building, 53 East Main Avenue, C-B

Rowe Campbell, co-founder of To
one-story brick commercial building i - i wn Taylorsville. Garley
Foster served as foreman for the cons i

wing in a stacked pattern and
e facade features plate-glass storefront
e-leaf glazed entry doors, aluminum mullions,
frame dividing the upper and lower window

5 vents covered by curved metal hoods. Concrete steps located
e sidewalk descend along the side of the building to the basement

onsists of central double-leaf, five-panel wooden doors at the
tral single wooden door on the main level; neither doorway is accessed
. A single window to the west of the basement door contains 12 lights
six. The upper story door is flanked by a single-pane fixed-sash window

The rear (n@
basement level and &

west side elevation overlooks a paved parking lot. A drive-thru pharmacy
window attached fabric awning is served by a concrete driveway that extends from Town
Alley to East Main Avenue along the side of the building. A brick chimney flue rises from the

4 Deed book 88, page 579 and Plat book 1, page 51, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
45 Deed book 96, page 602, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC
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parapet at the north end of the west elevation. A concrete parking pad located at the northwest
corner of the building has brick corner piers and a metal railing enclosing its north est sides.
A corrugated metal canopy supported by two metal posts shades the designat

light transom and flanked by plate-glass
counter were installed on the east side ended flat awning of
corrugated metal shelters the storefront andi , etal rods anchored to the

anels are located on the upper facade. The
exposed west side e : i is blind. The storefront, awning, and board-
ed and added around 2000.

47 Rowe Bogle “Bucky” Campbell Jr. obituary, The Charlotte Observer, February 13, 2011, 7B; “Town and
Country Drug Store Reaches Prescription Milestone,” The Taylorsville Times, November 29, 1979, 2; “Northwestern
Drug Co. Traces Origins to 1918,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 4.

48 Deed book 4, page 270, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
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and 1930s, and was referred to as the “Barber Shop Building.”*° Rufty’s, an electronics and

Philco radios. They later added refrigerators, gas and electric washers, and al contracting
supplies to their line. When the store moved to this location, the owner,

ing facade likely s the adjoining buildings
with decorative brick panels and a corbe 0
modern applied siding. The symmetrical ) al si zed door and single-

) elevation remains substantially intact,
displaying an e lue rising at the northwest corner that has

are configured with central double-leaf wooden doors topped by
ired flanking windows. The windows are in poor condition but

The three bt
nave been built by co
interior of thisb

gs at 69,73, and 81 East Main Avenue are similar in form and appear to
actor Ed C. Campbell around 1915 on a lot he acquired from Lelia Bogle.>?
ng retains a mezzanine as well as wood floors and a beaded board ceiling.

eed book 36, page 17, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC. Prior to Rufty’s moving
into the building, information about tenants occupying the main floor has not been identified.

%0 Rufty’s advertisement, The Taylorsville Times, August 13, 1970.
5! Deed book 340, page 588, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
52 Deed book 4, page 270, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
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[AX0115] Commercial Building, 81 East Main Avenue, ca. 1915, ca. 1960s C-B

Built around 1915, the one-story brick commercial building features an a
storefront, corbelled cornice, and decorative panels in the upper facade. The ont consists
of central single-leaf glazed entry door topped by a single-light transom nked by plate-
glass display windows. The windows rest on brick bulkheads with row brick sills. A

openings have been infilled with concrete block. Expose are visible below the roof
overhang on the rear elevation.

The three buildings at 69, 73, ar i inally virtually identical to

C-B

ial building displays two aluminum-frame

overing of the facade. The two identical storefronts
f glazed entry door topped by a narrow transom and flanked by
above metal panels. Sheltering each storefront is a suspended, multi-

tieth century. The extension has a modern single-leaf door and likely
asement. Despite the aluminum siding and stucco on the upper facade,

53 Deed book 4, page 270, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
54 Deed book 4, page 510, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.

55 Ruth Rufty, “Taylorsville, NC 1965,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lvihal-rGU, accessed May
2023; Alexander County Heritage, 557-558.
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the storefront configuration and double awnings appear in home video taken by Ruth Rufty in
1964.>¢

The exposed east elevation of the building, including the one-story e
covered with stucco and displays a stepped parapet with a metal copin
chimney flue rises above the parapet near the south end of the buildi
brick building formerly stood on the lot to the east, the two buildings
physically connected.

n, has been
uccoed interior
a two-story
ave been

The rear (north) elevation features an exposed base
at the northwest corner, and twin entrances to the main-le

solid infill panels. Similar to the baseme enings have been infilled
with brick and small, single-pane, fixed . d an attached wooden

below the roof overhang on the rear eleva

Contractor Ed C. Campbell broke g ildingiin 1915 on a lot he acquired
from Lelia Bogle.”” The bui 60 feet, originally housed a garage with a

[AX0117] Commerc C-B

d entrances, and a flat front parapet with terra cotta tile coping. The two
ble-leaf glazed wooden doors, metal frame display windows, and brick

square es. A flat fabric awning with a tall fascia spans the fagade.

56 Ruth Rufty, “Taylorsville, NC 1965,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lvihal-rGU, accessed May

2023.

57 “Local and Gen. News,” The Mountain Scout, August 25, 1915, 8; Deed book 4, page 270, Alexander
County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
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The west side elevation, which is visible due to an adjacent vacant lot, is concrete block
with a stepped parapet, terra cotta tile coping, and a brick chimney flue near the c .Therear
(north) elevation is concrete block and reveals an exposed basement. A ¢ single-leaf
entrance is located at each level of the rear elevation, and a set of metal stai es against the
rear wall to a metal landing supported on diagonal brackets that ac e upper-level

The one-story concrete block commercial buildi s a plain stuccoed facade,
t parapet. The storefront has
t to the west. The plate-
tuccoed bulkheads. A

etal rods anchor the
g provides decorative relief

a central single-leaf glazed entry door
glass display windows and angled cor ance bay re
suspended flat awning of corrugated me
awning to the facade above. A short horizo
to the upper facade.

The rear elevati ement. Constructed of concrete block, the
three-bay elevatio i pden entrance door on the basement level
flanked by single . y door is composed of nine lights over three
and all of the rear windows are two-over-

C-B

that exhibits six-over-six double-hung wood-sash windows on the upper
st storefront and three above the west storefront) and diamond-shaped
n line with each of the storefronts. The third storefront is located in the
est, which exhibits a single diamond-shaped panel in the upper fagade.
Aco , bof awning of frame construction and covered with asphalt shingles extends
e fagade. A single-leaf wooden door with three vertical lights over three

of the building.

The center and west storefronts, are similar in design and materials, appear to be original
while the east storefront has been altered. The two intact storefronts have recessed central
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entrances, aluminum-frame plate-glass display windows, and stuccoed bulkheads to support the
windows. Each storefront serves two commercial spaces, each accessed by a sin
door positioned on the angled side walls within the recessed entrance bay. T
storefront to the east features a central single-leaf glazed door flanked
windows over brick bulkheads.

The rear (north) elevation reveals an exposed basement and

one-over-one double-hung
Attached metal landings supported on diagonal brac d metal staifSkising against the rear
wall provide access to the main level entrances. At
shed-roof porch with square wood posts has replaced ing. The windows on the
upper level of the two-story block are six-over-six wood- small one-over-one double-

hung windows.

Garage, ca. 1945

A one-story concrete block garage b 3 side of Town Alley, at the
rear of the lot containing 109-121 E. Main.

oseyond the main facade, a long, gentle rear
slope, and thin plywge . A single-car garage bay located at the west
rhead door. A flat metal awning suspended

story, each of the paired windows and the two single windows at either end of the facade are
shaded by attached cloth awnings.
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On the East Main Avenue facade, the central section has a central pilaster that creates
two 2-bay sub-sections, each of which contains in the upper stories a double win
a single smaller window. The west section has a similar configuration of a doubl ow flanked
by a single window, but here the windows are the same size.

The five East Main Avenue storefronts are typically shaded by fi

level and two bays of a double and si
north end has a replacement single-lea

stories. Accessed by i al railings, the modified storefront has a
ntry door, as well as a portion of the original

Mountain Road is three bays wide with single windows at the
apet, exterior metal fire stairs, and single- and double-leaf

s of both wings exhibit two-story (basement and main level) extensions.
e rear of the East Main Avenue wing is brick with stepped side parapets,
the eaves, and two symmetrically arranged three-bay sections, each

entrances were double-leaf five-panel wooden doors with five-light transoms and the windows
were paired four-over-four double-hung sash topped by transoms. Exterior metal stairs rise to
both upper-level entrances. A shorter shed-roofed brick extension is at the east end of East Main
Avenue wing. The extension on the rear of the Linney’s Mountain Road wing appears to be a
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heavily altered addition. It is lower than the other rear extensions and has walls of concrete block

juncture of the two wings caps the elevator shaft.

The southeast corner of the first story served as the entrance

partition; ceramic tile floor; beamed ceiling; double-leaf
original finishes. The primary retail spaces on the first fl

plan, circulation patterns, window and door trim, and fi doors with transoms, but a
dropped ceiling has been installed, as w arpeted floors. The second

story of the Linney’s Mountain Road d for storage. The third
floor also remains relatively unalterec circulation patterns,
architectural features, and finishes. The c¢ greater deterioration
due to a deteriorated roof and water inf ion. ikd-story rooms retain their
original or historic sinks and cabinets, while Il private bathrooms.

Built in the ear ildi d as the Hotel Campbell, the largest structure
for the hotel, which hosted guests, banquets,

Is set back from the street with asphalt parking surrounding the building
of the L-shaped parcel.

ectural standards, the office resembles a small dwelling and features a tall, steeply
pitched, side-gable roof, gable-end brick chimneys with corbelled caps, and side-gable wing to

8 Alexander County Treasures, 224-225.
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the west. The facade features an off-center single-leaf entrance sheltered by an attached fabric
awning and approached by a concrete ramp. The replacement aluminum-frame
glazed. A large picture window to the west of the entrance has a large center,
sidelights, a scalloped wood fascia across the top, and a rowlock-course bri
which is slightly lower in height, displays a paired eight-light casement wi
concrete sidewalk wraps around three sides of the building and acce
on the north elevation of the side wing. The single-leaf entry door
fabric awning and flanked by a single eight-light casement wind

he side wing,
the fagade. A

been added before 1965 with a taller garage opening, co ck side and rear walls, and
extra depth at the rear of the wing. A seam in the fagade bri s evidence of the addition.
Two multi-light metal-frame windows ) i are located on the east
elevation of the garage wing.

A one-story ell with a steep gable : e original projects from the rear
of the office. The visible west elevation co i 'V entry door and two eight-

re installed at this station. Espie Watts married Solon Little in 1942, and
Company grew approximately five-fold over the next 40 years.>®

[AX0094] orsville Times Building, 24 East Main Avenue, 1914, ca. 1972, ca. 2000 NC-B

%9 |n the 1970s, the oil jobbers association had more than 800 members but only six were women. “Espie
Watts Little First Female Oil Jobber in N.C.,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 10.
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The austere modern main facade of the one-story brick building with parapet roof is

eastern end of the elevation are all capped with vinyl lintels. A ro
windows pierces the running-bond east elevation and variously size

The main facade gives the appearance of a sin
four buildings that sit on three separate parcels [PINs 3 9-67-1815 and 3759-67-
, and 1972; more likely the
western two were constructed circa 1914 i 1940; and the easternmost

Main Street in 1926, their offices were i sville Building & Loan
Association, R. K. Moose’s grocery store, ardware Store were
the other businesses whose buildings we art of the Times’ offices.®!

The three original brick facades were exta i vhen an architectural survey

arpe’s death in 1962, his widow, Irene Sharpe, and Rom Teague
spaper. Irene Sharpe expanded the offices with purchases in 1972,

ouilding replaced a frame front-gable structure that is visible in 1965 footage of the
le, NC 1965,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Ivihal-rGU, accessed May 2023.

AC_History_Agriculture, Local History Room, Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC.
3 Alexander County Treasures, 164-6.

64 Deed book 28, page 291, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC; “Times’ History,”
https://www.taylorsvilletimes.com/times-history/ (accessed June 2023).
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1976, and 1983.%° Following Rom Teague’s retirement in 1974, Walter Lee Shape became editor
of the paper. He and his wife Jane F. Sharpe purchased the assorted buildings fro e Sharpe
and Edwin Max Shrum in 1999 and 2000 respectively.®®

[AX0095] Methodist Episcopal Church, 54 East Main Avenue, 1906, 1

frame structure in 1906.%% The present-day Neo-Gothic le building consists of the
original sanctuary constructed in 1906; a cross-gable educat ex on the south end of the
sanctuary that dates to 1956; and a ound 1991. The original
sanctuary and 1956 annex stand on the 9], while the southern

The 1906 sanctuary is a one-stor d brick building featuring
pointed-arch entryways and stained-glass
elevation, and a square ture of the east wing with the main body of
the sanctuary. All op i le row of headers capped by a projecting row
of headers laid : ast Main Avenue and is dominated by a
projecting fron y lower and narrower than the main gable
ime between 1976 and 1986 to replace the original,

Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC; Deed book 192, page
Taylorsville, NC; Deed book 241, page 413, Alexander County Register of

age 585, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC; Deed book 407, page
ster of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.

hurch appears to have followed the historical transition from the Methodist Episcopal
urch in 1939, and subsequent formation of the United Methodist Church in 1968. The
ally deeded to the Methodist Episcopal Church South in 1883; is labelled as “M. E.

aps from 1924 and 1938; and deeds between 1957 and 1967 list the church as the First
Methodist € hile deeds after 1968 list the church as the First United Methodist Church. Alexander County
Treasures, 89;'Sanborn Map Company, Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, December 1924, Sheet 3;
Sanborn Map Company, Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, February 1938, Sheet 3; Deed book 56,
page 318, Deed book, 86, page 163, and Deed book 242, page 544, Alexander County Register of Deeds,
Taylorsville, NC.

68 “Taylorsville First Methodist Church Dates to 1848,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 6.
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small vestibule with a single entrance facing East Main Avenue.® Its running bond brick contrasts
with the common bond brick of the rest of the sanctuary, but otherwise the additi itates the
original architecture. The north elevation of the narthex carries a large wind
tracery and flanking lancet windows on either side. Entrances on the east a
the narthex consist of double-leaf five-panel wooden doors with pointed-

features of the building. A side-gable wing projects east toward
a large window of the same type as on the fagade at the gable
of the main gable and a cross-gable wing is square in secti

wood posts. Window @ : tain single and paired one-over-one double-
C ed brick header-course sills and applied vinyl

flat-arch lintels . visible port
paired windo the first and nd story.

2d on a photograph of the churched published in 1976 and survey photographs taken
orsville First Methodist Church Dates to 1848,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 6;

ates are based on survey photographs taken in 1987 and 1992. “AX0095 First United Methodist
Church,” HPO Survey File, North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office, Asheville, NC; Lois H. Melton, “1643-
20. June 28, 1992. Sun / First United Methodist Church,” Vertical File: AC_History_Agriculture, Local History Room,
Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC.
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applied vinyl flat-arch lintels with keystones. The exposed basement level on the south elevation
contains a central double-leaf entry with 10-light glazed doors and transom capp a curved
fabric awning.

Other alterations to the building since its original construction incl
sanctuary in 1953 that entailed the installation of carpet, new lighting fi
glass windows; refinishing of interior furniture; and painting the bric
point, a secondary entrance on the north elevation of the tower, w
glass window. Finally, the church was sandblasted in the winter
and exposing the red brick beneath.”3

odeling of the
new stained-

Main Avenue Drive, north side
[AX0091] Walker Building, 118-134 Main Avenue Drive, C-B

The amalgamation of two distinct building forms now as the Walker Building faces

north elevation.

Arthur R. and Hazel E. Walker purchased the lot on which this building stands in 1967 and
ted it in two consecutive phases shortly after their purchase.” Arthur
surance business in Taylorsville with the Matheson Insurance Agency and

1961 to 1967, when that agency dissolved. Walker then formed his own

started in th

orsville First Methodist Church Dates to 1848,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 6.

73 The whitewash is visible in Ruth Rufty, “Taylorsville, NC 1965,”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lvihal-rGU, accessed May 2023; “Taylorsville United Methodist Church,” The
Taylorsville Times, January 1, 1976, 1.

74 Deed book 85, page 731, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
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company and began work on the present building. While it was under construction, Walker had
an office near the Hotel Alexandria until March 1968. The Walker Building, whic
offices, has housed the Walker Insurance Agency and various other businesses ding Rhyne
Realty, established in 1970; the Alexander County Chamber of Commerce; rington, Wells
& Goble, certified public accountants; and Richard Gwaltney, an attorne

Vacant parcel, PIN 3759-67-2753 (0.05 acre) — paved parking lot

[AX0093] Commercial Building, 92 Main Avenue Drive,

ed entrance bay flanked by

grids of 15 fixed-pane windows atop a brick bulkhead. Wi of the same proportions as
ile four more comparable

C-B

“Rhyne Realty Established in 1970,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 6.
76 Deed book 222, page 941, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.

77 “History of Courthouse,” The Taylorsville Times, August 17, 1967; “County Jail Dates Back to 1848,” The
Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 7.
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roof, pierce its west, north, and east flanks.”® Finished with Classical Revival elements such as

brick quoins and dentils on the street-facing columned porches, the building is a st landmark
in downtown Taylorsville. Manly Jail Works and the Campbell Iron Works enla e building
with a $10,000 addition across the east elevation in 1930. The flat-roofed on is common
bond brick and has a similar fenestration rhythm to mimic the origina . The original

ver-six; sills
throughout are concrete.
The building’s south-facing, symmetrical three-bay el

facade, distinguished by a centered, hipped-roof attic dor
windows with diamond lights. A one-story, flat-roof por

supported by brick piers. A concrete stairway with block central railing rises from
Main Avenue Drive to the entrance.

wing there is a two-o ! i with horizontal lights and a paneled wooden
L vle-hung metal awning.

rom attached cables A metal stair rises to a single-leaf paneled door
the second story. A concrete walkway and brick knee wall with

jail was extensively renovated in 1975 and converted into county offices.
d creation of five modern offices, updated bathrooms, installation of
spended ceilings, and replacement of the porches, which appear to be
to the originals.”® Jail cells with four beds each remain on the second
dition, as does an interior steel staircase.®’

78 Alexander County Treasures, 188.
79 “County Jail Dates Back to 1848,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 7.

80 “AX0048 Alexander County Jail,” HPO Survey File, North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office,
Raleigh, NC.
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South Center Street, east side
[AX0042] Bank Building, 1-9 South Center Street, 1915

Located at the southeast corner of East Main Avenue and South eet, the two-
story brick commercial building stands on Lot No. 2 of the original

and a telephone exchange at the east end of the sec
drug store at the south end. In the 1938 Sanborn elephone exchange was

Beneath the corbelled
cornice and brick soldier course of the els run across both
elevations in a regular pattern that follo i er and lower levels. A
projecting cast concrete belt course for i

approaches East Mai ilding ds slightly above street level at its north
elevation. Concrete s i dewalk to approach each of the ground-level

entrances. Histoi indows and doors capped with three-light
transoms and at the second story.?> Today most of the
transoms have i iding and those that remain exposed are a single
pane.

aylorsville’s Main Street shoes the east elevation of the old Masonic Building. “66
ain Street ,” Vertical File: Alexander County — History — Town of Taylorsville, Local

ok 4, page 390, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
als,” The Mountain Scout, June 16, 1915, 5; “Locals,” The Mountain Scout, December 22, 1915, 5.

84 Sanborn Map Company, Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, December 1924, Sheet 3;
Sanborn Map Company, Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, February 1938, Sheet 3.

85 “Main St., Taylorsville, March 1942. (56)” Photo File, Local History Room, Alexander County Library,
Taylorsville, NC.
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ceiling. Two secondary entrances pierce the northern elevation at regular intervals. An entrance

e. On the six-
ings on the six-

bay north elevation now display vertical vinyl siding.

The west elevation centers on an arched entryway cappe

storefront windows atop a brick bulkhead fills the sou e which a glass blo
Upper-level window

The brick bond of the west and e rear elevation, where
most of the openings now display vinyl s the two commercial
buildings is most visible on this elevation,

two units.

NC-B

e for the Alexander County masons, whose

projecting cast co
windows. Much of t torefront has been bricked in and now contains a vinyl single-leaf door

ts beside a plate glass window. Above, one-beside-one metal-framed

8 |ois H. Melton, “1645-3. June 28, 1992 Sun. / NC 16 & 90 - Alexander County / Taylorsville, NC,” Vertical
File: AC_History_Agriculture, Local History Room, Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC.

87 Alexander County Treasures, 91-92.

88 Deed book 80, page 536, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC.
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[AX0092] Herman Building, 19 South Center Street, 1914, 1980s NC-B

t roof and
en paneling
er level; and a

The common-bond two-story brick commercial building is capped witha p
stepped side parapet. The heavily remodeled storefront is finished with vertic
and stone veneer on the ground level; horizontal wooden siding on th
projecting standing-seam-metal cornice. Upper windows are one-besid
A flat-roofed metal awning hung from cables attached to the faga
large central wooden door with raised square panels and a stone

florets. Historic newspaper photos published in 1976
double-hung wooden sash windows on the upper level; tran dows above the awning; and
a recessed glazed storefront entrance.®® eled to its current state by

el Carson, and they moved their business,
They retained ownership of the building until
t of which are now incorporated into the
Taylorsville Ti i ’s ownership.®3

1944, the building was
Carson’s Hardware Ste

Integrity Assessme

orsville Historic District contains 39 total resources, of which 30 retain
al integrity to convey its significance as a twentieth-century commercial

The Downtown
orical and archite

are Established 1943,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 6.

on, “1645-3. June 28, 1992 Sun. / NC 16 & 90 - Alexander County / Taylorsville, NC,” Vertical

File: AC_ culture, Local History Room, Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC.
91 Sanborn Map Company, Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, December 1924, Sheet 3.

92 Deed book 37, page 222, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC; Deed book 317, page
504, Alexander County Register of Deeds, Taylorsville, NC; “Carson Hardware Established 1943,” The Taylorsville
Times, July 1, 1976, 6.

93 Walter Lee Sharpe, Interview with Clay Griffith and Josi Ward, December 20, 2022.
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and governmental county seat. The spatial relationships among the district’s extant resources
have not significantly changed since the end of the period of significance in , and the
collection of resources retains a strong sense of cohesion through scale, m materials,
rhythm, and relationship to the street. The district retains its original locatio no resources
moved from their original foundations, and the setting within the dis dary remains
largely intact due to minimal modern infill and removal of resources; o dates from

enough integrity to convey their significance. Many now
storefronts, and fixed awnings, but most of the upper fa

buildings, such as the Taylorsville Times building at 24 E i enue, do not contribute to
the architectural integrity of the district but are historically im t and continue to help define
the downtown commercial district thrg i Ily their form, scale, and
massing. The district retains its histori¢ a: i ent and commerce in
Alexander County, and due to the intac and the commercial
mental center.

ains which may be present, can provide information valuable to
aretation of the district. Therefore, archaeological remains may

should be considered in any development of the property.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark “x in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property ional Register

listing.)

X

. Property is associated with events that have made

. Property is associated with the lives of per

. Property embodies the distinctive cha

. Property has yielded, or

Criteria Consideratio

broad patterns of our history.

gnificant in our past.

eriod, or method of
es high artistic values,
ose components lack

construction or represents the work of a
or represents a significant and distinguishab
individual distinction.

d, informatio rtant in prehistory or

history.

d for religious purposes

ding, object, or structure
morative property

50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE
COMMERCE

Period of Significance
1906 — 1970

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person

(Complete only if marked a

Architect/B
Biggs, James E
Campbell, Ed
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, any
applicable criteria considerations.)

Located at the center of largely rural Alexander County in the w dmont region

remains visible today was already well established. The lo cant Downtown Taylorsville
Historic District meets National Register Criterion A in the are mmerce and Criterion C for
its generally well-preserved grouping of ry commercial, civic, and
religious buildings in the blocks around There are 39 resources
in the district, of which 30 are contributi he district is 1906 to
1970, a period that captures Taylorsville’s elopment and is defined by
the earliest brick building to be constructed t Episcopal Church, and the

latest contributing buildi istri der County Courthouse. Although additions
were made to Taylg i after 1970, the town’s architectural and
commercial devel xceptional significance.

Narrative Stateme
signifi

east one paragraph for each area of

te senator and sheriff of Iredell County, introduced a measure
neral Assembly calling for the creation of a new county from portions of
ilkes counties. The General Assembly approved the new jurisdiction

ertain than Bogle’s bill is the origin of the new county’s name. State records generally accept that
the county was named in honor of William J. Alexander of Mecklenburg County, a member of the state legislature
and speaker of the House of Commons. Other sources suggest the county may have taken its name from Nathaniel
Alexander, governor of North Carolina in 1805, or Abraham Alexander, who was purportedly the author of the
Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence in 1775. David Leroy Corbitt, The Formation of the North Carolina
Counties 1663-1943, 1987, 6" printing (Raleigh, NC: North Carolina Division of Archives and History, 2000), 2-3;
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ordered the dividing line between Alexander and Iredell counties to be fixed in 1849, and a

asuring 160 poles, or
ately half that area. The
outin a gridiron plan around
et wide. Thomas S. Boyd of
irst houses in Taylorsville.

one-half mile, on each side, and the town lots were laid
original blocks, measuring approximately 215 feet square,
a central courthouse square, and the streets were delineated
ie.well, built one o

A. C. Mcintosh, Alfred Carson, Hyman Ja
the first few years.%®

ation had increased to 169 residents and the
the town’s charter, ratified in 1887, included
changes to the
side measuri
oNn NUMerous 3 including elections, the terms of office for the
mayor and com

iddenite, five miles to the east, was so great that a June bug could carry
whole 18-mile line. Mocked by a representative from Iredell for the

am W. White, A History of Alexander County, Statesville, NC: The Landmark, 1990; John H. Wheeler,
Historical Sketches of North Carolina from 1584 to 1851, Vol. Il (Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo and Co., 1851),
20.

% Heritage of Alexander County, 30-31.
97 Heritage of Alexander County, 31-32.
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nickname for the rail line. Taylorsville served as the western terminus of the railroad with two
passenger trains and one freight train running each day to Statesville, county of Iredell
County.”®

With the Junebug line in operation in the late 1880s, one writer beli
was on its way to becoming a formidable rival of Statesville and p

hat Taylorsville

by the B. F. Smith Fireproof Construction
courthouse was constructed with its pri toward present-day South

Center Street, it cemented the growth of Main Street (present-day
Main Avenue) to the east ately new building featured a monumental
front portico with ex i nd-floor courtroom, arched window openings
with decorative bg ers on each elevation.1® Furthermore, the

aylorsville’s Main Street taken in 1909 clearly shows the early
businesses near the courthouse and extending east. One- and two-

9 “Alexander G y — Taylorsville,” The Alexander County Journal, January 19, 1888, 1; Heather
h, “Taylorsvi lling Company Roller Mill” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form,

of Alexander County, 32.

101 oller mill is separated from the commercial business district by several vacant lots, and thus is not

included in the downtown district. Fearnbach, “Taylorsville Milling Company Roller Mill,” 8-9.

102 catherine W. Bishir, “B. F. Smith Fireproof Construction Company,” North Carolina Architects &
Builders, https://ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu/people/P000355, accessed July 2023.

103 “History of Courthouse,” The Taylorsville Times, August 17, 1967, 3.
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office. The Masonic lodge was located on the second floor above a grocery at the corner of
present-day Main Avenue and South Center Street.1%*

The threat of fire and the town’s lack of modern fire-fighting equipme ed spur the
conversion to brick construction. A devastating fire in 1909 destroyed Holla g Store and the
adjacent Tuttle Building, both wooden frame structures that stood at f West Main
Avenue and Old Wilkesboro Road. Reports indicated that the fire b

The first brick commercial buildings were constru
the courthouse and included the bank building on the sou corner of West Main Avenue
and South Center Street in 1915, and the nd Masonic Lodge in 1914

population, including the Methodist Episcopa ' United Methodist Church) in
1906 and the Alexander County Jail in 191 i on corresponded with an

increase in the number o and criming 3rs to the point that the county needed
additional holding cap uilt by the Camden Iron Works on a site one
block east of the co

The exp ne bank in the downtown area. Taylorsville
Building & Lo media the east of the original bank building on East

Main Street in
& Farmers Bank co ilding across the street from the courthouse to the
in 1 at 16 West Main). As the town matured, its population became more

that its merchants were organizing, Taylorsville benefited directly from
2 surrounding region. Textile milling was a long-standing industry in the
Emmanuel Alspaugh and Gabriel Marshall’s cotton mill on the Lower Little

der County Treasures, 179.

105 “Fire at Taylorsville,” Greensboro Daily News, November 14, 1909, 3; “Local and Personal,” The
Statesville Sentinel, December 6, 1909, 8.

106 “County Jail Dates Back to 1848,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976, 7.
107 Alexander County Treasures, 181.
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River that operated from 1851 to 1892. Continuing the family business, in 1897 Alspaugh’s son,

U. L. Alspaugh, built his Alpaugh Cotton Mill on the Lower Little River, south of Tay ille where
the community of Millersville later grew up . His was one of several operations shed in the
county around the turn of the century, including Stony Point Manufacturing ny, southeast
of Taylorsville, and Taylorsville Cotton Mill Company in Taylorsville, bot The Alspaugh

Alexandria. Located toward the east end of downtown at r of Main Street (East Main
Avenue) and Depot Street (present-day Linney’s Mountain R otel Campbell drew visitors

Fire Insurance map of Taylorsville was p uildings that shared
uniform setbacks had been constructed along G est and East Main Avenue

ere brick. Development along the south side
ow of brick buildings that likewise shared a
. Frame houses remained on the street,
interrupting the inui c i t the brick streetfront dominated.

developing an identity beyond that of being
the government 3 z y rural county. Its longest standing newspaper,
as The Mountain Scout around 1900, changed its name to The
ly 1920s.1%° Entertainment venues opened during the decade,
ne Palace and LeGette’s Moving Picture Show.*! The downtown
y, a barber shop and a cobbler, a jeweler, a drug store, a
tore. The construction of the Oxford Dam and Hydroelectric
iver in 1928 brought electricity to the wider public and created Lake
aylorsville. Commerce in downtown Taylorsville, in turn, expanded to

109 “Smithey’s Department Store,” Vertical File: Alexander County - History - Business and Industry, Local
History Room, Alexander County Library, Taylorsville, NC.

110 “Times’ History,” https://www.taylorsvilletimes.com/times-history/, accessed June 2023.
111 Alexander County Treasures, 163-6, 204-5.
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accommodate a new market for home appliances and hardware as well as a growing population
of seasonal tourists.'*?

nt to a halt.
modelings and

Following the boom of the 1920s, the Great Depression brought deve
An updated Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from 1938 revealed primari

people-watched, cheered at a baseball game, and
Waters compiled the footage, as he had done for do
Carolina, as well as several in Tennessee, Virginia, and
the local movie theaters drawing residents to pay for a tic
in the Movies!”113

ns throughout North
e had them screened at

During the post-war years, the i the north side of Main
Avenue were demolished and replaced ildi inued the precedent
established in the 1920s. A block of buildi C nd 1950 to the west of
the Hotel Campbell connected that landma
Main Avenue. A vacant lot i upting that
street marks the site o mercial building, which stood into the mid-
stablishment of a second drug store in town
treet, the site formerly occupied by J. P.
y with Taylorsville’s early purveyor, as its

g NC 90 from Scotts to Taylorsville, manufacturing firms began springing
neider Mills opened in 1947 and was followed by Broyhill Furniture
ayton Marcus Furniture Company in 1960, Carolina Comfort Furniture in

113 “Taylorsville (N.C.), 1939 (Reel 1),” H. Lee Waters Film Collection, Duke University Libraries,
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4m32s474, accessed March 2023.

114 Alexander County Treasures, 188.

115 Scotts, NC, is an unincorporated community in Iredell County, 12 miles southeast of Taylorsville.
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1961, and Blue Bell, Inc. in 1965. The Alexander County Community Development Association
formed in 1960 and turned its focus to forming volunteer fire departments, fin grants to

consider, including one several blocks to the east of Taylorsville’s
the courthouse where it had long stood, citing the historic im

ling, vehicle-centered
e Bethlehem Community
° US 64 briefly ran along the
988, but was re-routed to its current corridor
growth of central business districts in other

Taylorsville in 1973, foreshadowing the
development.'® This trend continued wit
Shopping Center in the so
NC 90 corridor throu
south of town in 19¢
county towns in
commercial de
development

Taylorsville followed development trends that were common
: oothills regions of North Carolina in the nineteenth century.
the town out of rolling woodlands following the creation of the county in
d was cleared, a grid plan of building lots and unpaved streets and roads
’s abundant timber resources supplied the chief building material. Even

ounty Treasures, 250, 271-3.

ouse Site Selected,” The Taylorsville Times, August 31, 1967; “History of Courthouse,” The

Taylorsville s, August 17, 1967; “Alexander County Courthouse,” The Taylorsville Times, July 1, 1976.
118 “County’s First Motel, Emerald Inn, Is Now Open,” The Taylorsville Times, January 25, 1973.
119 Alexander County Treasures, 266.

120 “ys Route 64 in North Carolina,” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Route_64_in_North_Carolina
(accessed July 2023).
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though the town’s original commissioners desired a brick courthouse, the first structure was of
frame construction. Built at a cost of $50 in 1848, the original temporary courthous
later sold for $35 and replaced by a more substantial brick edifice in 1852.1%!

In the first decade of the twentieth century, North Main Street wa with one- and

two-story frame buildings that defined the downtown commercial dis

areas. The overall scale, massing, and density of the
remained remarkably intact over the years despite the
of the buildings at the town’s core.

The architecture of the Downto 3 is dominated by one- and
two-story brick buildings primarily g tyle. Three Modernist
buildings, a Neo-Gothic Revival-style ch : ( as station enrich the
streetscapes. Several warehouses and st@
stylish buildings.

The Commercia onse to the more ornate and textured
commercial buildings ar rly twentieth centuries and remained popular

ank Building at 1-9 South Center Street, which was built in 1915,
ed corner entrance, and the two street facades are enlivened by a

121 Alexander County Treasures, 83-84.

122 Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American Commercial Architecture
(Washington, DC: The Preservation Press, 1987), 16-19.

Section 8 page 52



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Downtown Taylorsville Historic District Alexander County, NC
Name of Property County and State

Two buildings within the district display remnants of original cast-iron storefronts
manufactured by G. L. Mesker & Co. of Evansville, Indiana. George L. Mesker, alongfWith his two
brothers, Bernard and Frank, learned iron-working skills from their father, an a stove
business and galvanized iron for buildings. Bernard and Frank Mesker d the Mesker
Brothers Iron Works in St. Louis, while George remained in Indiana wit company. In
addition to designing and manufacturing storefronts, the Meskers
railings, stairs, and other architectural components.?> Elements

at 19 South Center Street. The cast-iron work exhibits sc

corner blocks, as well as decorative florets, floral scr
surfaces.

The majority of early-twentieth-century brick co
relatively plain in their finish and have been remodeled or u

uildings in the district are
through the mid-twentieth

at roofs, flush walls, and cantilevered projections. The austere, almost
s of the International Style were thought to transcend national and

ational Register-listed buildings in Wilkesboro have storefronts manufactured by Mesker
Brothers. Laura A. W. Phillips, “J. T. Ferguson Store” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form,
Wilkesboro Historic Properties Commission, Wilkesboro, NC, 1980; Laura A. W. Phillips, “Wilkesboro-Smithey
Hotel” National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, Wilkesboro Historic Properties Commission,
Wilkesboro, NC, 1980; Good for Business: A Guide to Rehabilitating the Exteriors of Older Commercial Buildings
(Milwaukee, WI: Department of City Development, City of Milwaukee, 1985), 14-19.
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In downtown Taylorsville, new construction and renovation work often featured plain

Two of the three storefronts have aluminum-frame windows and doors ell as central
recessed entrance bays, while the upper fagade recalls Smithey’s De Store’s 1934

the storefront is recessed.

The influence of Modernism on commercial arch
two buildings of the post-war period. The Rowe Campbell
built in 1956 with a Modernist facade of a gridded glass
aluminum and flanked by Roman brick :
Main Avenue Drive, consists of two di

esented especially well in
t 53 East Main Avenue, was
large windows framed in
built in 1968 at 118-134

story block with a low-pitched side-gab me storefronts with
single-leaf glazed entry doors, large plat end bays, projecting brick
pilasters, and stacked brickwork of dark bro of the glazed storefront walls

and solid panels of stacke ~ odern aesthetic of the building.

In the mid-t i : of several pre-World War |l commercial
buildings were ) S the detailing of early-twentieth architecture
appeared in . i pplied to older buildings reflected the

rthouse square following a fire that destroyed the 1902 edifice, it was
es E. Biggs of Hickory. The courthouse exemplifies the Brutalist mode
as popular in the 1960s and emphasized heavy, monumental forms and
he low, flat-roofed building displays pebble-finish concrete panels on the

124 catherine W. Bishir, North Carolina Architecture (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press,
1990), 451-455.
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narrow band of ribbon windows, which gives the impression that the building hovers above the
ground.

Methodist
d subsequently
attributes of

The district contains one example of the Neo-Gothic Revival styl
Episcopal Church (present-day First United Methodist Church), built in 19
enlarged, is one of the district’s few non-commercial buildings. The chu

with brick piers, fleur-de-lis finials, and a pyramidal roof: arthex in the front gable
end closely imitates the sanctuary’s architecture.

Another architecturally distinctivepbuilding i i e domestic-scale Pure Qil
Station at 163 East Main Avenue, loca 3 ict. The one-story brick
building erected ca. 1940 displays the P ish Cottage” style. It
resembles a small house with a tall side-ga in
windows. A three-bay service garage wing e. The Pure Qil Company
adopted the small house- i i stablish its corporate identity in the 1920s
and 1930s. The distincti or scheme, and domestic attributes, such as
the end chimneys, made the stations instantly recognizable as
part of the Pure @

Main Street busm < : subordlnate structures are less refined than the principal buildings
and workmanship. The frame warehouse built ca. 1930 for Miller’s

g the alley. It is a windowless box with a concrete stoop across the front
on the south elevation.

125 John A. Jakle, “The American Gasoline Station, 1920 to 1970,” Journal of American Culture, vol. 1, no. 3
(Fall 1978): 524-529.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has
_____previously listed in the National Register
_____previously determined eligible by the National Register
_____designated a National Historic Landmark

__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_____recorded by Historic American Engineering Recor,
_____recorded by Historic American Landscape Sury,

Primary location of additional data:

_ X _State Historic Preservation Office
__ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University

_X_ Other

Name of repository: Alexander NC

Historic Resources AX0130
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _approx. 10.6 acres

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)
Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

A. Latitude: 35.923625 Longitude: -81.17187

B. Latitude: 35.923049 Longitude: -81.17
C. Latitude: 35.922493 Longitude: -81.1739

D. Latitude: 35.921961 Longitude: -81.175949
E. Latitude: 35.923425 81.176594
F
G
H

. Latitude: 35.923795
. Latitude: 35.923856
. Latitude: 35.923855

I. Latitude:

NAD 1983

Northing:
Northing:
Northing:
Northing:

Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

dary of the Downtown Taylorsville Historic District is shown by a heavy solid line
on thei{accompanying district map entitled “Downtown Taylorsville Historic District,
Taylorsville, Alexander County, North Carolina, National Register Boundary Map,” drawn at a
scale of 1:1600.

Section 10-11 page 60



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Downtown Taylorsville Historic District Alexander County, NC
Name of Property County and State

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

on the dense
the historic

The roughly 10.6-acre Downtown Taylorsville Historic District
commercial strip on Main Avenue in Taylorsville that developed nor

within the district stand
massing and unusual density
atively higher degree of
wntown district.

changes, the cohesive collection of one- and two-s
apart from their surroundings for their regularity of sca
within the town of Taylorsville. included buildin
architectural and historical integrit inition to the his
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11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle: Clay Griffith and Josi Ward

organization: Acme Preservation Services, LLC / Foreground Cons
street & number: _825 Merrimon Ave., Ste. C, #345

city or town: Asheville state: NC zi

e-mail: cgriffith.acme@gmail.com; josiward@gmail.com
telephone: _(828) 281-3852; (828) 575-6523
date: April 19, 2024

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the

e Maps: A USGS map or equiva i ing the property
location.

e Sketch map for histeri¢ districts an having large acreage or numerous
resources. Ke phs to this

O, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs

The following information pertains to each of the photographs:

Name of Property: Downtown Taylorsville Historic District
Location: Taylorsville, North Carolina
County: Alexander

Name of Photographer(s):  Clay Griffith and Josi Ward
Date of Photographs: November 18 and Decem

Location of Digital Master:  Historic Preservation
North Carolina Division o
109 E. Jones Street
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-

Photographs:

1. Downtown Taylorsville Historic Distri

2. Downtown Taylorsville Historic Distric A v to northeast

. The Taylorsville Times Building, 24 East Main Avenue, view to southeast (Noncontributing
building)

lethodist Epi al Church, 54 East Main Avenue, view to south

12.
13.
14. Pure Oi

Building, 53 East Main Avenue, view to north

pell, 125-135 East Main Avenue, oblique view to north
Service Station, 163 East Main Avenue, view to northeast
15. Walker Building, 118-134 Main Avenue Drive, view to north

16. Warehouse, north side of Town Alley, view to northwest
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Regi
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existi
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as d (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hol
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fi ments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Mana i
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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