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Nonprofit Arts Industry Generates $[Figure] in Economic Impact and
 $[Figure] in Local Revenue
[Insert City or County] — The nonprofit arts and culture industry generates $[Insert figure] in annual economic activity in the [insert city or county] — supporting [insert figure] full-time equivalent jobs and generating $[insert figure] in local and state government revenues, the [name of your organization or executive director] announced today.

The findings are from a national impact study Arts & Economic Prosperity 5 conducted by Americans for the Arts, the nation’s leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts. 
[Insert Quote from Executive Director or Board Chair about how this study drives home the value the arts have in your local community. It is recommended that the quote combine both the economic and the non-economic values that the arts provide to the community.]
The new study is part of the most comprehensive economic impact study of the nonprofits arts and culture industry ever conducted in the U.S. led by Americans for the Arts in partnership with nonprofit arts and culture organizations in 20 states that were part of 341 study regions across the U.S.
The study showed that nonprofit arts and culture organizations in [Insert name of city or county] spent $[Insert figure] during fiscal year 2015. This spending is far-reaching: organizations pay employees, purchase supplies, contract for services and acquire assets within their community. Those dollars, in turn, generated $[Insert figure] in household income for residents and $[Insert figure] in local and state government revenues.

Statewide, the nonprofit arts and culture industry generates $2.12 billion in direct economic activity in North Carolina, supporting almost 72,000 full-time equivalent jobs and generating $201.5 million in revenue for local governments and the State of North Carolina
 “For 50 years the North Carolina Arts Council has been guided by the belief that the arts uplift individuals, transform our communities and enhance the reputation of our state,” Wayne Martin, Executive Director of the N.C. Arts Council said. “’Arts for all citizens,’ the founding ideal for the Arts Council in 1967, has clearly fostered economic success and public participation in the arts across our state.”
Arts Industry Boon for Local Businesses

In addition to spending by organizations, the nonprofit arts and culture industry leverages 
$[Figure] in event-related spending by its audiences. Because of attending a cultural event, attendees often eat dinner in local restaurants, pay for parking, buy gifts and souvenirs, and pay a babysitter. What’s more, attendees from out of town often stay overnight in a local hotel. In [City or County], these dollars support [figure] full-time equivalent jobs and generate $[figure] in local and state government revenues.

[Add another Quote from a respected local business person — perhaps someone you’re your board — about the importance of this study to the economic health of the business community. Here is a suggestion:

“Creative businesses have been crucial to the renaissance Kinston has experienced over the past decade,” Stephen Hill, N.C. Arts Council Board Chair said. “Anchoring our economic development around the arts has been a driving force behind our town’s economic success, especially in tourism.”

Arts & Economic Prosperity 5 in North Carolina at a Glance: 
•
The nonprofit arts and culture sector generates $201.5 million in revenue for local governments and the State of North Carolina

•
The nonprofit arts and culture sector supports almost 72,000 full-time equivalent jobs.

•
Audiences spent more than $1.18 billion in 2015, with each in-state resident spending an average of $27.95 in the community. 

•
Out-of-state attendees spent an average of $61.86 per person. 

•
A total of 109,525 volunteers donated 4.6 million hours to the nonprofit arts and cultural organizations that participated in the study, representing an estimated value of $108,772,044.

•
Data from most of North Carolina’s 100 counties was collected from nonprofit organization profiles or audience 0participation surveys. 
Arts & Economic Prosperity 5 National Impact at a Glance:

•
Nationwide AEP 5 documented the nonprofit arts industry produces $166.3 billion in 
economic activity every year.

•
The national nonprofit arts and culture industry supports 4.6 million full-time 
equivalent jobs. 

•
Nonprofit arts and culture organizations return $27.5 billion in federal, state and local 
tax revenues.
“This study shines a much-needed light on the vital role the arts play in stimulating and sustaining economic development,” says Robert L. Lynch, president and CEO of Americans for the Arts. “The arts are a bustling industry that supports a plethora of diverse jobs, generates significant revenues for local businesses and to federal, state and local governments and provides quality of life that positions communities to compete in our 21st century creative economy.”  

[Add your broiler plate and website address]
Additional information on the statewide impact of the arts is available at www.NCArts.org/afta. 

The Arts & Economic Prosperity IV study was conducted by Americans for the Arts and supported by the Ruth Lilly Fund of Americans for the Arts. The full text of the national statistical reports is available at www.AmericansForTheArts.org/EconomicImpact.
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