
Catawba Valley Community College (CVCC) is an innovative, comprehensive community

college that fosters and promotes a multitude of learning experiences, enabling and empowering 

its students, faculty, staff, and stakeholders to identify and to serve higher purposes in their lives 

and in their communities.  CVCC serves the citizens and industries of the Catawba Valley to 

provide a workforce that allows economic success and sustainability for the region’s economy. 

CVCC representatives collaborated with local furniture industry leaders to create a new initiative 

in the furniture industry’s approach to train their workforce.  Having a need for approximately 

3,000 workers in the Catawba Valley furniture industry, the CVCC Catawba Valley Furniture 

Academy was developed in 2014 and continues to expand and grow today with the support and 

partnership of more than 30 furniture industry manufacturers. 

Training at the academy is set up in an environment similar to an actual furniture manufacturing 

environment, making it as close to on-the-job training as you can get. The Catawba Valley 

Furniture Academy offers “stackable” credentials in seven (7) distinct career fields and each 

discipline can take 8-11 months to complete. Instructors are experts with a passion for their 

professions. They work their regular jobs in the furniture industry during the day and teach at the 

academy during the evening.  

The mission of the Catawba Valley Furniture Academy is to prepare students for skilled 

positions within the furniture industry and to provide furniture manufacturers with job candidates 

that are certified and work-ready. 

Students at the Academy receive: 

1. Exploration of career paths -

Furniture Fundamentals offers a thorough overview of the furniture manufacturing

process and provides career overviews on different furniture disciplines.  The course

includes plant tours, career overviews and assessments to help students determine their

career options. Training in core concepts such as math & measurements, teamwork &

communications, safety, lean, and problem-solving is also provided.

2. Hands-on Training –

Students acquire critical skills through hands-on training in a simulated furniture

manufacturing environment.

3. Expert Instruction –

Students are provided quality instruction by experienced, local craftspeople employed at

local furniture manufacturers.

4. Career Opportunities -

Lucrative career opportunities for high paying and high demand jobs await the students.

The Catawba Valley Furniture Academy has experienced 100% job placement rates of

the 167 students who have received certifications.


