
Genealogy of a House
Researching the History of Your House



1. Determine what information (if anything) has 
previously been collected about your house.

2. Conduct research with real estate records, 
deeds, city directories, and Sanborn maps.

3. Determine what the building itself tells you 
about its period of construction, later 
alterations, etc. through architectural analysis. 

Researching the History of Your House



First Step:

Determine what information (if anything) has previously 
been collected about your house.

V Has it previously been surveyed, photographed, or 
researched in the past? Is there a file for the house 
(or its neighborhood) at the State Historic 
Preservation Office? 

V Is it listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 
or in a National Register historic district?

V Is it a locally designated landmark, or within a locally 
designated historic district?

V Is it included in an architectural survey publication?



Online Sources:

HPOWEB:  Web map service for the statewide 
historic building survey.

National Registernominations online.

Paper Sources:  

Files of the State Historic Preservation Office.
Published architectural surveys (List online).



www.hpo.ncdcr.gov

Or Google
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www.hpo.ncdcr.gov

HPOWEB- Online
historic property survey
mapping 



http://gis.ncdcr.gov/hpoweb/



100,000+ surveyed properties
2,400 individual National Register listings
570 National Register districts

1,500 local landmarks
120 local districts



Legend


