
Sample NC Topics for the 2018 “Conflict & Compromise in History” Theme 

Topic Conflict? Compromise? Sources to Get You Started 

Blackbeard the 
Pirate 

Blackbeard was active during the 
“Golden Age of Piracy.”  He and other 
pirates raided merchant ships up and 
down the Eastern coast of the American 
colonies.   

Investigate what compromises 
Blackbeard made in order to live in 
N.C.  Did Governor Eden or any other 
North Carolinians make compromises 
with him?  What compromises did 
England make during this time in 
regards to piracy? Who refused to 
compromise with Blackbeard? 
 

Investigate the 1717 Proclamation for 
Suppressing Pirates made by King 
George I.  Read about Blackbeard in A 
General History of the Pyrates by 
Charles Johnson. Plan a visit to the N.C. 
Maritime Museum in Beaufort or to 
Historic Bath State Historic Site. 
 

The Regulators 
Movement 

The Regulator Movement was a 
rebellion initiated by residents of 
Colonial North Carolina’s backcountry, 
who believed that royal government 
officials were charging them excessive 
fees, falsifying records, and engaging in 
other mistreatments. 

What compromises were made by the 
Regulators and Governor Tryon to try 
to settle the conflict?  What 
compromises did either side refuse to 
make? Were the compromises 
successful?   

Plan a trip to Alamance Battleground or 
Tryon Palace.  Explore William L. 
Saunders’ Colonial Records of North 
Carolina, William S. Powell’s books titled 
The Correspondence of William Tryon 
and Other Selected Papers and The 
Regulators in North Carolina a 
Documentary History 1759-1776. 
 

The Duel of John 
Stanly and Richard 
Dobbs Spaight 

During the election season of 1802, 
John Stanly and Richard Dobbs Spaight 
found themselves in a war of words with 
deadly consequences. 

Did Stanly or Spaight try to settle their 
differences through compromise?  If 
so, why did their compromises fail?  If 
not, why did they refuse?  Did either of 
them compromise their morals, beliefs, 
or judgment by their actions? What 
compromises were made after the 
duel? 
 

Visit the John Wright Stanly house at 
Tryon Palace Historic Site. Search for 
period newspaper accounts of their 
argument, the duel, and its aftermath. 
Research the Francis Lister Hawks 
Papers, Calvin Jones Papers, and the 
John Oliver Account Book held in the 
State Archives of North Carolina.  

The Response of 
North Carolina’s 
Cherokee to the 
Indian Removal 
Act 

In 1830 Congress passed the Indian 
Removal Act, setting the stage for the 
forced removal of the Cherokee and the 
infamous Trail of Tears.  
 
 

What compromises were made by U.S. 
Government and the Cherokee before 
and after the act was passed?  Did the 
Cherokee in N.C. compromise 
differently than those in other states? 
What about the N.C. government?  
What was the impact in N.C. of the 
compromises made or not made? 
  

Find and read the Indian Removal Act of 
1830, the Treaty of Echota, and period 
N.C. newspapers from the time. Explore 
other treaties made with the Cherokee in 
the 19th century. Try to visit the Museum 
of the Cherokee Indian, and investigate 
William Holland Thomas’ Diary and 
Papers held there. 
 

https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/17001
https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/17001
https://archive.org/details/colonialrecordso05nort
https://archive.org/details/colonialrecordso05nort
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Treaties/Treaties.html#Cherokee


Moving the Capital: 
Raleigh as a 
Compromise City 

Since early colonial days, the capital of 
N.C. moved around quite a bit.  In 1788 
N.C. lawmakers decided to resolve the 
issue, and created a committee to fix an 
"unalterable seat of government of this 
state." 

How was Raleigh a “compromise city?”  
What sides had to compromise in order 
to settle on the location?  Did anyone 
refuse to compromise?  Was the 
compromises fair? 

Plan a visit to Raleigh to explore the N.C. 
State Capitol Building, the City of Raleigh 
Museum, and the Joel Lane House.  
Browse the following collections in the 
State Archives of North Carolina:  
Secretary of State; Governor's Papers; 
and General Assembly State Records.  
 

North Carolina's 
Fight for the Bill of 
Rights 

In the summer of 1788, North Carolina 
faced the momentous decision of 
whether to ratify the newly proposed 
U.S. Constitution. N.C. Anti-Federalists 
felt obligated to protect the liberties 
guaranteed under the state bill of rights 
in the Constitution of 1776. On the other 
side, the N.C. Federalists considered it 
dangerous to list out individual rights.  

What compromises were made by both 
sides in the debate over the Bill of 
Rights?  What compromises did either 
side refuse to make?  How did the 
compromises and discussions in N.C. 
impact the U.S. Constitution? 
 

Plan a visit to State Capitol and the N.C. 
Museum of History.  Read N.C.’s copy of 
the Bill of Rights. Browse the 18th century 
documents on Yale’s “Avalon Project.” 
Read the NCpedia article and investigate 
its list of references and additional 
resources.  
 
 
 

The North Carolina 
Constitution of 
1868 

During the first few years of 
reconstruction, North Carolina ratified a 
new state constitution that would 
endure for over 100 year. Its creation 
and ratification came during some of 
N.C.’s most tumultuous years. 

Who supported the ratification of the 
Constitution of 1868?  Who was 
against it?  Can compromises from 
either side be seen in the ratified 
document? What compromises were 
not made? What was the lasting 
impact? 

Read the North Carolina Constitution of 
1868, as well as its 1776 predecessor. 
Browse through the many articles about 
the constitution and the reconstruction 
era in N.C. on NCpedia for background 
information and source leads. Explore 
the following collections in the State 
Archives of North Carolina:  Governor’s 
Papers, the Secretary of State, and the 
State Auditor records. 
 

The Struggle for 
Women’s Suffrage 
in N.C. 

Women had to fight for the right to vote 
for years before the 19th Amendment 
was passed.  In N.C., the fight was a 
particularly difficult one.  

Did N.C. suffragists make any 
compromises in the fight for the right to 
vote?  What compromises did their 
opposition make?  Were there any 
compromises any sides refused to 
make? 

Read the 19th Amendment. At the State 
Archives of North Carolina, explore 
Gertrude Weil Papers, the General 
Assembly Session Records of 1919-
1920, and check out their digital archives 
collection on the Women in North 
Carolina - 20th Century History.  
 

Compromises on 
the N.C. Homefront  

During every war, the people left behind 
on the homefront faced the challenge of 
how to support their side’s efforts, and 
their loved ones that went off to fight. 
Pick a war that effected North 

What compromises were made on the 
N.C. homefront during the war? Did 
people have to make any sacrifices, 
give up any freedoms, or compromise 
any moral beliefs?  Were their 

Sources will vary depending on the war 
chosen, but there are several ways to get 
started.  Browse NCpedia to see what 
articles they have on your conflict.  Make 
sure you look at the article’s sources for 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/ref/collection/p15012coll11/id/29
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/ref/collection/p15012coll11/id/29
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/18th.htm
http://www.ncpedia.org/bill-rights
http://www.ncleg.net/library/Documents/Constitution_1868.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/library/Documents/Constitution_1868.pdf
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/nc07.asp
http://www.ncpedia.org/reconstruction-part-3-statewide-c
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=old&doc=63
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/search/collection/p16062coll19
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/search/collection/p16062coll19
http://www.ncpedia.org/


Carolinians, and explore how the 
homefront dealt with the conflict.  

compromises that they refused to 
make?  Did a lack of compromise 
cause any additional conflict on the 
homefront?  

further investigation.  Search to see if 
there is a historic site that portrays the 
period, and if any local museums have 
exhibits or artifacts connected to the 
period you are researching.  Browse the 
North Carolina Digital Collections for 
primary sources from that time that relate 
to your subject. 
  

Fighting the 
Influenza Epidemic 
in North Carolina 
with Limited 
Resources 

On October 3, 1918, Governor Thomas 
Bickett issued the first order in North 
Carolina’s battle with an enemy which 
was far more deadly than the one the 
soldiers were fighting in Europe. A 
previously unknown strain of influenza 
had appeared in Wilmington and was 
quickly spreading west over the state, 
following the rail lines. 
 

At the time, N.C. had very little 
resources to fight the flu that was 
infecting millions worldwide.  What 
compromises were made in order to 
battle the deadly virus?  How did these 
compromises impact the state? 

Read “North Carolina and the ‘Blue 
Death’: The flu epidemic of 1918,” and 
the “Influenza Outbreak of 1918-1919.” 
Explore the influenza documents in the 
North Carolina Digital Collections. View 
the National Archives’ online exhibit, The 
Deadly Virus: The Influenza Epidemic of 
1918.  

The Pearsall Plan 
and School 
Desegregation 

The U.S. Supreme Court declared in 
Brown v. Board of Education that racial 
segregation in public schools was 
unconstitutional. In the years that 
followed, the southern states 
individually passed legislation designed 
to resist Brown. The Pearsall Plan of 
1956 did not preclude the formation of 
integrated schools in N.C., but it did 
offer options to avoid desegregation. 
 

Was the Pearsall Plan a compromise 
in the conflict of desegregation in N.C. 
schools? Who supported it and why? 
Who was against it and why? 

Explore the NCpedia articles on the 
Pearsall Plan, Thomas J. Pearsall, the 
Pupal Assignment Act, and School 
Desegregation. Check out J.C. Price 
School - An Oral History. Read the 
transcript of the oral history interview 
done with Mack Pearsall (Thomas 
Pearsall’s son) in 1988.  

The Speaker Ban 
Law and the Fight 
for Free Speech in 
N.C. 

The Speaker Ban Law (1963) prohibited 
speeches on N.C. public college 
campuses by "known" members of the 
Communist Party, persons "known" to 
advocate the overthrow of the state or 
national constitutions, or individuals 
who had pleaded the Fifth Amendment 
in order to decline answering questions 
concerning communist subversion. 
 

Explore the compromises made in both 
the institution and resistance of, the 
Speaker Ban Law. 

Explore the N.C. Digital Collections and 
U.N.C.’s documents on the Speaker Ban 
Law. Read William J. Billingsley’s books, 
Communists on Campus: Race, Politics, 
and the Public University in Sixties North 
Carolina (1999) and Speaker Ban: The 
Anti-Communist Crusade in North 
Carolina, 1963-1970 (1994). 
 

The Fight against 
Child Labor in N.C. 

Statistics from the 1900 census indicate 
that North Carolina mills employed 

What compromises had to be made to 
end child labor in N.C.?  Did the 

Browse the photographs of child labor in 
U.N.C. ‘s North Carolina Collection. Head 

http://digital.ncdcr.gov/
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newcentury/3.13
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newcentury/3.13
http://www.ncpedia.org/history/health/influenza
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/search/searchterm/Influenza:%201918-1919/
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/influenza-epidemic/
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/influenza-epidemic/
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/influenza-epidemic/
http://www.ncpedia.org/pearsall-plan
http://www.ncpedia.org/biography/pearsall-thomas-jenkins
http://www.ncpedia.org/pupil-assignment-act
http://www.ncpedia.org/history/20th-Century/school-desegregation
http://www.ncpedia.org/history/20th-Century/school-desegregation
https://www.greensboro.edu/museum-jcp-desegregation/
https://www.greensboro.edu/museum-jcp-desegregation/
http://docsouth.unc.edu/sohp/C-0057/excerpts/excerpt_9504.html
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16062coll12/
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/exhibits/protests/ban.html
http://library.unc.edu/wilson/ncc/


more children between the ages of 10 
and 15 than any other mills in the 
United States. 25% of all southern mill 
workers were 10 – 16 years old, and 
even younger children worked in the 
N.C.'s textile mills. Children also worked 
as farm labor and in “street trades” such 
as shoe shiners and newsies. 

industries make any compromises?  
Did North Carolina families make 
compromises? What compromises 
were not made? 

to your local library’s research room or 
check online for period newspaper 
articles discussing both sides of the 
debate. Try to find N.C. legislation that 
was passed to address child labor.  
Search for oral histories from people who 
grew up working in North Carolina from a 
young age.  
 

Harriet Jacobs Harriet Jacobs was born into slavery in 
Edenton, N.C. After many hardships, 
she eventually escaped to freedom, and 
wrote a memoir in order to help build 
support for the abolitionist movement. 
 

What compromises did Harriet make in 
order to find freedom? 

Plan a trip to Historic Edenton State 
Historic Site to take a walking tour on 
Harriet Jacobs’ life in Edenton. Read 
Harriet Jacobs’ 1861 memoir, Incidents 
in the Life of a Slave Girl. Search the 
Chowan County Records in the North 
Carolina Archives.   
 

The Montford Point 
Marines 

In 1941, President Roosevelt issued an 
executive order to prohibit racial 
discrimination in the national defense 
industry, and paved the way for African 
Americans to join the Marine Corps. 
However, African American recruits 
were not sent to the traditional boot 
camps. Instead, they were segregated - 
experiencing basic training at Montford 
Point at Camp Lejeune, N.C. 
 

What compromises did African 
Americans make in order to become 
marines?  What compromises did the 
U.S. government make to allow African 
Americans to join the Marine Corps?  
What compromises were not made? 

Visit the Montford Point Marines Museum 
in Jacksonville, N.C. Listen to the oral 
histories of the men who trained at 
Montford Point. Browse the period 
photographs of Montford Point.   

“Unwilling 
Hercules”:  
Secession Debate 
of 1861 
 
 
 
 

In 1861, North Carolina had a major 
decision to make – to secede or not to 
secede from the Union. With strong 
opinions on both sides, North Carolina 
was facing a very contentious debate.  

What compromises were made or not 
made in the decision for N.C. to 
secede from the Union? Did the 
Unionists get anything despite losing 
the debate?  Could more compromise 
have kept the state from seceding?  

Plan a visit to N.C. State Capitol and the 
N.C. Museum of History.  Find the 
Secession Convention Minutes in the 
State Archives of North Carolina.  Read 
William Harris’s book, North Carolina and 
Coming of the Civil War (1988).  Check 
out Lindley Butler and Alan Watson’s 
book, The North Carolina Experience 
(1984). 
 

*Please Note: The topics on these pages represent only a small percentage of the subjects that can be studied. There are also many 
more sources than those listed here. These ideas are meant to serve as a starting point for research. If the local library doesn’t have 
certain books, ask the librarian to inquire about inter-library loan.   
  

https://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/ghl/resources/north-carolina
http://wayback.archive-it.org/org-679/20151013172911/http:/www2.lib.unc.edu/stories/cotton/audio/
https://www.loc.gov/search/?q=montford+point&fa=original-format%3Apersonal+narrative
https://www.loc.gov/search/?q=montford+point&fa=original-format%3Apersonal+narrative
https://www.loc.gov/photos/?q=montford+point

