
News from the Division of State Historic Sites and Properties 

Michelle Lanier 

- The Haliwa-Saponi Tribe joined the staff of Historic Halifax to dedicate updated interpretative 

signage on November 17th. The new signage culturally and historically commemorates the sacred 

Magazine Springs. In attendance were Haliwa-Saponi tribal council members, family members, 

clergy, tribal artists, and scholars. Greg Richardson, director of the Commission of Indian Affairs, 

shared the Governor's Proclamation for American Indian Heritage Month and Michelle Lanier 

welcomed everyone in the spirit of "common ground.” 

- After 18 months of heavily curtailed or cancelled programming, sites returned to hosting in-person 

events this fall when safety allowed. These events included living history programs and seasonal 

favorites. Fort Fisher returned to hosting their annual WWII living history event, which this year 

marked the 80th anniversary of WWII training exercises at the site. The Executive Mansion hosted its 

first visitors since early 2020 for garden tours. Charlotte Hawkins Brown Museum hosted a COVID 

vaccination clinic and again served as an early voting site. 

- The North Carolina Transportation Museum launched their popular annual Polar Express event with 

press fanfare and new safety protocols. 52,355 tickets had been sold as of November 23rd. Other 

holiday events are planned at sites across the state. Staff have worked to adapt those events to 

allow for safe gatherings this festive season. 

- Horne Creek is assisting the Eastern Band of Cherokee in their effort to restore heritage, historically 

accurate, and culturally significant orchards. David Anderson, Environmental Horticulture Specialist 

for the Eastern Band of the Cherokee, is working with site staff to learn more about and plant 

Junaluska, Horse, and Cullasaga apples and Indian Cling peaches from the Southern Heritage Apple 

Orchard. 

- Most sites’ visitation numbers have doubled, tripled, quadrupled, or even more since fall 2020. 

- Vance Birthplace had its water supply restored as it continues to recover from Tropical Storm Fred. 

- “Trail of History," a history program produced by Charlotte PBS affiliate WTVI, has recently featured 

Town Creek, Charlotte Hawkins Brown Museum, Fort Dobbs, and Polk Birthplace. 



- Alamance Battleground held the grand opening of its Memorial Trail, a half-mile wooded trail on 

recently acquired land. Other sites hosted outdoor recreation events: Horne Creek was the finish 

line of the Hanging Rock to Pilot Mountain Ultra run, House in the Horseshoe was a rest station for 

the Carolina Animal Rescue and Adoption bike ride, and the Thomas Wolfe Memorial continued to 

serve as the starting line for the Thomas Wolfe 8k Run, Asheville’s oldest running event. 

- North Carolina teachers leapt at the opportunity to schedule virtual Capitol field trips for their 

students, quickly booking all available tours. Many other sites welcomed back school groups and 

scout troops in person, as well as hosting digital outreach events for children, college students, and 

adults. Through all these efforts, historic sites reached 99,500 children in September and October. 

- Staff continue to find new ways to reach audiences and communicate about our sites through digital 

outreach and social media, including the True Inclusion initiative. Digital programming has also given 

staff new opportunities to communicate and collaborate. In October, Fort Fisher and Somerset Place 

staff hosted a joint event discussing Civil War impressment and the story of Davidson Harvey, an 

enslaved person from Somerset who was impressed to work in the Cape Fear District in 1863. 

- The division and individual sites continue to receive grant funding from state and national groups. 

An American Recovery Program grant from the NC Humanities Council will fund oral history work at 

the North Carolina Transportation Museum. Work has begun on the interpretation stage of the 

Golden and Ruth Frinks Freedom House project in Edenton, supported by a grant from the National 

Endowment for the Humanities. 

- Despite continued pressures on their time, resources, and energy, staff have contributed to division 

initiatives, furthered their skills in training programs, and connected with fellow public history 

professionals through conferences and digital presentations. Strategic planning and evaluation 

efforts continue with valuable input from staff across the division. Throughout the fall, staff 

members attended programs such as the state chainsaw safety certification and State Historic Sites 

historic artillery training. Horne Creek horticulturalist Jason Bowen spoke at the Georgia Apple 

Conference. Education and Interpretation Supervisor Andrew Duppstadt represented the division at 

the NC Maritime History Conference. Seven staff members attended digital sessions of the American 

Association of State and Local Historians’ national conference in October. Staff also presented at 

events NC Museum of History events and attended digital talks organized by groups as varied as the 

NCMOH, Harvard Graduate School of Design, and Museums Alaska, among others. 



NC Historical Commission Meeting - 12/8/2021 

State Division of History Museums Highlights Report 

The museums have been very active since the last Historical Commission meeting. Highlights of 

the activities from each museum during the period since the last Historical Commission meeting 

are listed below. Visitation continues to pick up at all the museums. With the recent budget the 

Division of State History Museums will be in line for proceeds to support all of the following 

projects: 

- Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum permanent exhibit construction- $4.2M 

- Maritime Heritage Foundation for planning of the Gallants Channel site in Beaufort - $3M 

- The NC Center for Civil War and Reconstruction - +$20M for planning and initial construction 

- The NC Museum of History - $8M to complete planning  

 

North Carolina Museum of History 
 
Dressing the Abbey opened Saturday, October 23, 2021. Dressing the Abbey weaves popular 
culture, fashion, and history in an exhibition borrowed from Downton Abbey’s™ wardrobe. The 
exhibition, featuring the iconic wardrobe of the beloved Downton Abbey series, showcases the 
turbulence and changes in the late Edwardian era through the 1920s through the fashions of 
the period while evoking fans’ favorite moments. The 35 costumes in the exhibition range from 
country tweeds and riding outfits; to servants’ uniforms; to lavish evening attire crafted from 
sumptuous fabrics and decorated with intricate embroidery, lace, and beading. The award-
winning costumes created for the British hit drama were produced by the London Academy 
award-winning costumier, Cosprop Ltd. The traveling exhibition was developed by Exhibits 
Development Group in St. Paul, MN who tours exhibitions globally. It will be on display at the 
North Carolina Museum of History until January 17, 2022.This is a ticketed exhibit. To date 
almost 4500 tickets have been sold. 
 
*Blackbeard’s Queen Anne’s Revenge, 1718: The Legend of Blackbeard, opened September 
18! The traveling exhibit Blackbeard’s Queen Anne’s Revenge, 1718: The Legend of Blackbeard, 
created by the North Carolina Maritime Museum, offers a fresh look not just at Blackbeard 
himself, but at the men who sailed with him, and his flagship—Queen Anne’s Revenge. In 
addition, the exhibit examines why men (and sometimes women) adopted a life of piracy, and 
why that life was often a short one, usually with a violent ending. Featuring artifacts from the 
wreckage of the QAR, the exhibit shows what “a pirate’s life for me” actually entailed, and it 
delves deeper into the history of the QAR itself—including its pre-Blackbeard days as the slave 
ship La Concorde. 
 
 
*Beyond The Exhibits, the NCMOH K-12 Outreach branch, held the All Kinds of (Revolutionary) 
War LIVE! streaming event at House in the Horseshoe State Historic Site on September 13, 
2021. This interactive program covered the build up to the Revolutionary War, as well as major 

https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/dressing-the-abbey
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events, including the Battle at Moores Creek Bridge and the Battle at Guilford Courthouse, 
through reenactment footage. Plus, the program included a live re-enactment of the Tory War 
skirmish which occurred at House in the Horseshoe in July 1781. The Beyond The Exhibits team 
at the  museum was assisted by terrific folks from historic sites who were re-enactors for the 
program. 2,058 students and teachers from 48 counties enjoyed this program. Additional 
resources were made available to educators and students, as well.  
 
* Raelana Poteat, Chief Curator, and Diana Bell-Kite, Curator of Cultural History, spoke at the 
annual meeting of the American Quilt Study Group. They presented Searching for Margaret: 
Race, Memory, and a North Carolina Quilt. Their work was published in this year’s volume of 
Uncoverings, Journal of the American Quilt Study Group. 
 
*Beyond The Exhibits’ History-In-a-Box kits program is off to a great start for the 2021-2022 
school year with its launch of new digitized kits, registering some 40,000 students in less than a 
month.  
 
*Tar Heel Junior Historian Association currently has 56 registered clubs in 33 counties.  
  
The North Carolina Museum of History in-person visitation is picking up pace. Although the 
numbers are not pre-Covid, they are steady, despite the rise of the Delta variant.  
July 2021 – 23,000 visitors 
August 2021 - 16,323 visitors 
September 2021 - 12,000 + visitors  
October - 15,000 visitors. 
 
Currently over 1200 school children are schedule to visit from mid-November to mid-
December. Of these 2nd and 4th graders accounted for most of the total amount scheduled. 
  
Our virtual programs continue unabated. Samples include: 
 
Community Class Series: The Tuscarora War: 350 attendees 
History + Highballs: Haunted Mordecai with The Ghost Guild: 306 attendees 
History + Highballs: Salisbury: How Looking Back Forged the Future- 165 attendees.  
History + Highballs: Roper House- 156 attendees.  
Community Class: Henry Berry Lowrie: Lumbee Legend. –  185 attendees.  
 
The North Carolina Museum of History welcomed two new museum leaders in July: 

1. Maria Vann is the new Deputy Director of the NC Museum of History. Maria was 
previously the Director of the East Hampton Historical Society which consists of 
several historic homes and museums. Maria also spent time as Director of the 
Iroquois Indian Museum and as Director of the Maritime Museum at Battleship 
Cove. Maria has a Masters in Art and a Masters in Museum Studies from the 
Cooperstown Graduate Program and a degree in History from the SUNY College at 

https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/learning/educators/history-in-a-box
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/learn/tar-heel-junior-historian-association
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https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/history-and-highballs/roper-house
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/community-class-series


Oneonta. Maria will be overseeing the Education, Curation, Collections, and Editor 
and Graphics Design sections.  
 

2. Dan Spock joined the North Carolina Museum of History as the newly created 
Associate Director of Exhibitions. Dan spent 20 years as the Director of Exhibitions 
for the well-respected Minnesota Historical Society. There, he led the creation of 
numerous exhibitions for the museums and the 26 historic sites. Dan oversaw the 
creation of all the exhibits for the new Mill Museum that the Society opened. Dan 
also worked at the Children’s Museum of Boston and on the project creation team 
for the Imagination Museum. Most recently Dan was Senior Vice President for 
Audience Engagement at the Levine Museum of the New South. Dan is well known 
in the museum industry and has done consulting for other museums on exhibit 
creation and design. Dan has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Fine/Studio Art from 
Antioch College.  

  
North Carolina Regional Museums: 
  
Mountain Gateway Museum in Old Fort: 
During October, the Mountain Gateway Museum refreshed and expanded its exhibit, The Price 

of Progress: Remembering the Western North Carolina Railroad and the People Who Built It, to 

help celebrate a new memorial in Old Fort. The memorial, dedicated on October 17, honors the 

incarcerated laborers who built the railroad’s Mountain Division. Also, in the spirit of 

Halloween, the museum laid to rest its summer Farmers’ Market, took a stab at a “Spooky 

Sunday” social media effort, and conspired with its Friends group to brew up a “Spook-a-rama” 

fundraiser on the eve of All Hallows’ Eve. 

 

During September MGM had a small exhibit in the “Heritage Walk” area of the Mountain State 

Fair in Fletcher from September 10 to 19. The museum’s staff helped man the DNCR booth at 

Merlefest in Wilkesboro on September 17-18, and the MGM Farmers’ Market vendors began 

featuring autumnal fruits, flowers, and vegetables at their Thursday sales. Fall also is a favorite 

time of year for the Sunday Afternoon Music Jam, held weekly, from 2 to 4 p.m., on the 

museum’s front porch. 

 

August at Mountain Gateway Museum was all about visitors and volunteers. Despite the 

routine dog-days-of-summer showers and Tropical Storm Fred’s ferocious rains, the museum 

welcomed wedding parties, church groups, farmers’ market shoppers, lunchtime picknickers, 

and Sunday afternoon musicians, in addition to the usual summer vacationers. On August 14, 

MGM hosted the Old Fort Community Forum’s town-wide scavenger hunt. National Park 

Service ranger William Caldwell captivated guests with his August 21 program about the 



Overmountain Victory Trail. And the staff honored MGM’s dedicated volunteers with an annual 

appreciation dinner on August 30. 

 

July was Mountain Gateway Museum’s month to play host. MGM was honored to briefly host 

DNCR Secretary Reid Wilson on July 9 during his visit to Western North Carolina. On July 3, staff 

served free ice cream and watermelon to an estimated 350 guests at the museum’s annual Old-

Fashioned Ice Cream Social. And on July 24-25, MGM welcomed more than 600 cyclists and 

their families for Blue Ridge Adventures’ annual two-day mountain bike races in Old Fort. The 

museum also hosted its Friends’ board of directors on July 20 for their quarterly meeting and 

election of officers.   

 
  
Museum of the Albemarle: 
 MOA Continues to Work on Virtual and In-Person Exhibits and Educational Programming, 
including but not limited to: 

• Hybrid (both in-person and virtual) History for Lunches included: “The Woeful Story of 

Nell Cropsey & Jim Wilcox” and “Beyond the Green Book:  Recovering Elizabeth City’s 

Historic African American Businesses through Project-Based Learning” as well as Making 

His Marc:  The Basnight Legacy in Northeast North Carolina,” “The Lost Colony Murder 

on the Outer Banks:  Seeking Justice for Brenda Joyce Holland”, and “Accepting 

Inevitability:  The Desegregation of Schools in Pasquotank County, 1954 - 1969” . 

• Exhibit Opening: Nell Cropsey:  120 Years of Mystery 

• Exhibit Opening: Navigating Jim Crow:  The Green Book & Oasis Spaces 

• Exhibit Opening: 1619:  Arrival of the First Africans 

• Film Premier:  Celebrating the Banker Ponies 

 

Museum of the Cape Fear Historical Complex 
 
The Museum returned to night-time tours of the 1897 Poe House for Halloween (2020 was a 
taped performance on social media). Halloween Revels features actors from the local Gilbert 
Theater performing a 20 minute play in the 1897 Poe House for groups of 25 for 6 nights from 
6:00 – 9:30 p.m. each night. This is funded with a grant from the Arts Council of 
Fayetteville/Cumberland County. This year, over 500 visitors attended. This was followed by a 
Trick or Treat event for families on Saturday, October 30 in the backyard of the Poe House. 
 
Look Again: Discovering Historical Photos traveling exhibit from the North Carolina Museum of 
History and the Museum of the Albemarle opened September 18. This exhibit will be on display 
through January 2, 2022. On-line and programs associated with the exhibit are in the works. 
 
The Museum staff created activity kits for children. Themes included early transportation 
(steamboats and plank roads), early education, the Revolutionary War and World War I home 



front. These kits were funded through a Summer Kids grant from Cumberland Community 
Foundation.  
The museum created community group collaborations. The Education staff met with staff at the 
Cumberland County Public Library to plan production of educational videos featuring the 1897 
Poe House. Staff are also working with the Fayetteville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau to 
plan programs for the annual Heroes Homecoming events around  Veterans Day weekend. 
 
North Carolina Maritime Museums: 
  
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum – Hatteras 
 
Design of the permanent exhibition at the museum is approved and ready for bid. Currently,  
$ 4.2 million is in the budget, and Dare County is providing a $500,000 match if the budget is 
approved and the funds are awarded. 
 
The restored lifecar from Portsmouth Island Lifesaving Station (Ocracoke Island), unveiled at 
Moores Marine “Boat Barn Bash” on Sept. 25, was conserved and restored through combined 
support from the state and the Friends of the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum. It has 
returned to the museum and is on display.   
 
Secretary Reid Wilson, Deputy Secretary Darin Waters, Deputy Secretary Jeff Michael, 
Legislative Liaison Deans Eatman, and Communications Director Schorr Johnson visited the 
Museum on September 23. They met with Museum staff and the President and Administrative 
Director of the Friends, toured the Museum, and were briefed on visitation, programs, and 
operations. 
 
An historic Krupp naval gun (1898 -1900) from a World War German warship has been donated 
to the Museum. The gun has been displayed in front of Wakestone, the house of Josephus 
Daniels, for more than a century. The gun was moved through the generous assistance of Mr. 
Coleman Harris and his crew from Carolina Stone Setting Company and taken to the Warren 
Lasch Conservation Center Clemson University in Charleston, S.C. It will undergo treatment for 
the better part of a year and will then be mounted at the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum in 
Hatteras early in 2023. The Friends of the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum are providing 
$16,000 for conservation. 
  
Education Curator Mary Ellen Riddle worked with intern Jillian Schuler and Maritime Curator 
David Bennet to develop for people with visual impairments a hands-on cart program related to 
fishing, sailing, knot making, and lifesaving.  
 
 
Beaufort Maritime Museum 
 
Bonehenge Whale Center, overseen by Natural Science Curator Keith Rittmaster, has officially 
received its certificate of occupancy and can now open to the public. The Education 



Department is working on a plan that welcomes visitors without interrupting work at the 
facility. 
 
Collections received more Blackbeard artifacts from the QAR lab: cannonballs, coins, beads, 
cannon wadding, and a portion of a musket, all of which will be added to the current displays. 
 
The model of Crissie Wright, made by master modeler Jim Goodwin in 2009, has been 
purchased through the generosity of the Friends of the N.C. Maritime Museum in Beaufort and 
will be put on display. The display will include information on the fate of the original schooner, 
which was overcome by a gale off the NC coast on January 7, 1886. She grounded at Cape 
Lookout, and there was only one survivor. Several of the sailors who froze to death are buried 
in Beaufort at the Old Burying Ground. 
 
The Institute of Museum and Library Sciences has awarded the Museum / Friends of the 
Museum a $99,209 grant to expand the conservation lab. Conservator Michelle Crepeau will 
use the funds to purchase an array of new equipment to treat larger and more complex items 
in-house and to hire a paid intern to help with conservation tasks. The Friends of the Museum is 
generously providing $20,000 in required matching funds. 
  
The museum was one of the sites selected to be featured in the Carteret County Tourism 
Development Authority's upcoming marketing campaign. 
 
Southport Maritime Museum 
 
The Museum is the host site for the NC Maritime History Council Conference November 4 – 6, 
2021. The theme this year is “Hidden Histories of Maritime Carolina,” and to-date, they have 
the best registration numbers in over four years. To join in, please see their website – you can 
register for one day, the dinner, or all three days.   
 
The museum received the Golden Pineapple Award for excellent customer service from the 
Southport – Oak Island Chamber of Commerce. One nominator commented that the museum 
has "friendly, well-informed staff and volunteers [who] work hard to provide a fun learning 
experience for kids and adults about the rich history of the Lower Cape Fear region.” 

The museum started a volunteer recruitment campaign using Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, our 
volunteer Facebook group and website. A press release went out to print media, radio, and TV; 
and all local news outlets have shared info on the campaign. We started receiving applications 
on July 3. The museum had seven new volunteers from our new website form and homepage 
popup request alone. The Museum’s Facebook page and newsletter, The State Port Pilot 
newspaper, and St. James social media have also led to more recruits.  

Curator of Education Katy Menne has been selected as a finalist in the Rising Star Category for 
WILMA’s 2021 Women to Watch Awards. Katy was previous selected as the SEMC Emerging 
Museum Professional in 2020. 

http://ncmaritimehistory.com/
https://sunnywebshops.wufoo.com/forms/wji0bq016xz92b/


The World War I and Life Saving Service Living History program was well received with 500 
visitors over two days. Veterans organizations were outside with logo tents, WWI reenactors 
were inside, and children could save Henry the Heron using the breeches buoy in the USCG 
exhibit. Spectrum News, the State Port Pilot, and Southport Magazine covered the event.  
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NCHC Report-December 8, 2021 
Division of Archives and Records 

 
 On behalf of the Division of Archives and Records, I am pleased to submit some 
highlights of division programming and activities since my September 22 report to the 
Commission. Much of what has been accomplished in the last three month builds on the projects 
outlined in that report. 
 During the week of November 8, we returned to our traditional full-time reference hours 
with a Tuesday-Saturday schedule at the search room in Raleigh.  Tuesday-Friday research hours 
are 9 am -5 pm and Saturday 9 am-1 pm.  The Outer Banks History Center and Western 
Regional Archives continue their Monday-Friday 9 am-2 pm hours.  Visitation remains steady, 
but lower than pre-pandemic rates.   

In staffing news, we are facing higher than normal vacancy rate for a variety of reasons.  
Three staff members who moved to the state to work with our division are returning to their 
home states.  Three other employees are moving to positions elsewhere in our department or with 
other state agencies.  We have one vacancy due to retirement, and another retirement coming this 
month.  One vacancy is due to the internal promotion of an employee.  Our current vacancies 
include two section managers, two records analysts, and two state records center employees.  
Covering vacant positions and completing the hiring process for each vacancy takes time, and I 
appreciate the extra effort by our division staff to continue our level of services while covering 
vacant positions. The recently passed state budget included one additional position for the 
division.  We will add a records management analyst to the eastern portion of the state.  This 
position will be based at a departmental location in the eastern region and tasked primarily with 
meeting the records management needs of the counties and municipalities in the area.  The 
emphasis will be on reaching the municipalities and counties most impacted by recent flooding 
form hurricanes Michael and Francis.  We anticipate this new position will assist with essential 
records protection activities such as training for county and municipal staffs, consultations on 
records protection, and coordination on the creation of security back-ups for archival records 
held on the county and municipal level.  
 Since my September report the division offered multiple outreach events and activities, 
both online and in person.  September 28 the exhibit, “An Absolute Moral Certainty,” originally 
developed for the centennial of women’s suffrage, was on display at the Scotland County 
Memorial Library for National Voter Registration Day. In October we filmed a behind-the-
scenes video for Genealogy TV and NC Ancestry, YouTube channels dedicated to genealogical 
resources and education.  Online programs included another quarterly NC Trivia, hosted in 
conjunction with the State Library of NC.  Prior to Halloween we hosted a program highlighting 
spooky stories from the Archives.  The Friends of the Archives’ annual program was virtual and 
featured multiple speakers on cemetery research and preservation. NC Cemeteries: Exploring 
Archaeology and Research.  The Federation of NC Historical Societies hosted a fall program 
with a panel session about community history tours. Reference staff participated in a State 
Library program called, “Family History Starts Here.”  Government Records Section manager, 
Becky McGee-Lankford, and I presented virtual sessions for an AP history class at Millbrook 
High School on the Regulator Movement and researching at the Archives.  We hope to connect 
with the teacher for additional topics in the course curriculum.   
 This fall staff participated or hosted several professional programs at conferences and 
workshops.  This included presentations as part of Society of North Carolina Archivists, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HS95casGKos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HS95casGKos
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Southern Museums Conference, American Association of State and Local History, Foundation 
for Advancement in Conservation, and the Oral History Association.  Division staff hosted a 
workshop for Electronic Records Day in October.  It covered records management in the 
Microsoft SharePoint environment.  Records analyst, Josh Hager, and I also presented a program 
for the Council of State Archivists on advocacy for electronic records management and 
preservation.  
 The second season of our podcast, Connecting the Docs launched in October.  The 
podcast connects documents from our collection to fascinating, true stories from the past. 
Sometimes the documents solve a puzzle; other times, they lead to one.  The second season 
focuses on little-know stories form the Archives.  https://connectingdocs.podbean.com/  To date 
episodes on spooky stories from the Archives, the tobacco history of Fuquay, and Bynum Front 
Porch have been released.  You can find the podcast on our Podbean account, Apple podcasts, or 
wherever you access podcasts.  
 Multiple digitization projects are underway across the division.  The Imaging Unit 
recently transferred decades of the Southern Pines Pilot (1943-2005) for preservation in our 
security collection of newspaper microfilm.  This run of the title had not been microfilmed or 
digitized in other newspaper projects. Digital images of the papers will be provided to the Digital 
Heritage Center for inclusion in their digitized newspaper collection.  We continue to digitize 
negatives from the Aycock Brown photograph collection at the Outer Banks History Center.  
Aycock Brown was a photograph, publicist, and the first director of the Dare County Tourism 
Bureau in the early 1950’s.  He is widely credited with building the national reputation of the 
region as popular vacation spot.  Other digitization projects include selected Governor Locke 
Craig papers, additional World War II home front posters, the 1901 county voter registration 
volumes, and selected Secretary of State materials we will use for the America250th 
commemoration programming.  As the digitization of the District Superior Court dockets 
wrapped up, archivist Olivia Carlisle discovered that a previously unidentified Dobbs County 
execution docket (1770-1771) had been laminated and bound with a New Bern District execution 
docket.  The Dobbs volume has not been cataloged.  It is not every day a record from the short-
lived Dobbs County is discovered.  You can read more about this discovery in Olivia’s post on the 
History for All the People blog  Dobbs County Record Discovery! | History For All the People 
(wpcomstaging.com) 
 Our digital collections are a joint project with the State Library.  CONTENTdm is the 
platform used to host the digital collections.  Recently a working group from the two divisions 
formed to review the migration of our digital collections from CONTENTdm to another platform 
with greater functionality and flexibility.  The team is reviewing our system requirements and 
usability needs as they identify possible software choices for our digital collections.  We 
anticipate this work will result in the acquisition of a new platform and migration plan to move 
our images and metadata in the near future.   
 On our crowd-sourced transcription platform, TranscribeNC 
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/researchers/transcribenc collections of Secretary of State will books, 
county tax lists, and some District Superior Court Records dockets are now uploaded and ready 
for transcription.  We anticipate adding a collection of historic recipes to the site to replace the 
completed travel perspectives collections.   
 The Oral History Unit resumed actively collecting oral histories since March 2021. The 
unit is expanding collections that seek to inform the historical record in four distinct areas. The 
titles of the four projects are “The COVID-19 Government Employee Oral History Project,” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5SQCneFXng
https://connectingdocs.podbean.com/
https://ncarchives.wpcomstaging.com/2021/10/14/dobbs-county-record-discovery/
https://ncarchives.wpcomstaging.com/2021/10/14/dobbs-county-record-discovery/
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/researchers/transcribenc
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“The Roanoke-Hatteras Oral History Project,” “The Thomas A. Morgan Collection,” and “The 
School Integration Oral History Project.” Each project has distinct research goals and an 
identified pool of narrators.  In the months of September through November, additions have been 
made to all four collection initiatives. Within that time frame, a total of twenty completed 
interviews have been added to the collections, plus, one more scheduled before the end of 
November for a grand total of twenty-one interviews. The COVID-19 project is the longest-
tenured, actively collecting, initiative with the goal of creating a contemporaneous record of the 
experiences of government employees during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Over the last three 
months, this project has accounted for twelve oral histories, plus, one more scheduled before the 
end of the month. The Roanoke-Hatteras project aims to gather family stories and tribal history 
of the Eastern Algonquian Roanoke-Hatteras Tribe and has collected two interviews to date. The 
Morgan Private Collection came to the State Archives in the Spring of 2021, and the Oral 
History Unit decided to interview family members to add their narratives, depth, and human 
voices to the documentary collection with three additions in the last three months. Finally, in 
November, the Oral History Unit started working on documenting stories from individuals about 
their experiences in integrating North Carolina’s school systems. This project has been met with 
great success including three interviews in November and more coming to close out the year. 
 In my September report I highlighted some local government records management 
schedules there were due to be finalized.  Those schedules have been completed and published.  
In other records management news, the section of our webpage devoted to our government 
stakeholders has been redesigned for easier navigation.  It includes sections for state and local 
agencies, higher education institutions, digital records, records management tools, and links to 
our on-demand training.  A post to G.S. 132 Files, our records management blog, highlights the 
redesign and contents of the pages.  Redesign to the Government section of the State Archives 
website | The G.S. 132 Files (wordpress.com) 
 Some recent conservation and preservation highlights include the completion of the 
treatment of the first Dorthea Dix Hospital Register.  Conservator Emily Rainwater spent 175 
hours treating and stabilizing the volumes.  She discussed her work, which included surface 
cleaning, tape removal, paper mending, rebinding and construction of a custom house, in a recent 
blog post.  https://ncarchives.wpcomstaging.com/2021/11/02/conservation-treatment-of-the-
dorothea-dix-hospital-register/  Additionally, a project to stabilize some volumes from the 
Secretary of State record group finished with 72 volumes now enclosed in custom storage boxes.   
 Becky McGee-Lankford continues to spearhead our division planning for the 
America250 commemoration.  Division teams are working to develop programs, search room 
exhibits, and online tutorials.  Roll-out of these resources will begin in 2022.  Both the role of 
NC in the Revolutionary Way and the broader “When Are We U?” thematic focus will be 
explored.  We anticipate programs in 2022 to include the Regulator Movement, Juneteenth, 
voting rights, and researching your Revolutionary War ancestor.  Our search room exhibit case 
rotates content monthly, and in 2022 America250th cases will include content on Martin Luther 
King and civil rights (January), Regulator Movement (May), Juneteenth (June), election records 
(November), and immigration (December).  We also have several collections research projects 
underway to identify primary sources that can be used in division and departmental 
programming, exhibits, and educational resources for the America250 commemoration.   
 The State Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) was notified of anticipated 
funding for a grant application submitted to the National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission.  The grant application proposed a project to support the collection, preservation, 

https://ncrecords.wordpress.com/2021/11/22/redesign-to-the-government-section-of-the-state-archives-website/
https://ncrecords.wordpress.com/2021/11/22/redesign-to-the-government-section-of-the-state-archives-website/
https://ncarchives.wpcomstaging.com/2021/11/02/conservation-treatment-of-the-dorothea-dix-hospital-register/
https://ncarchives.wpcomstaging.com/2021/11/02/conservation-treatment-of-the-dorothea-dix-hospital-register/
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and access for records related to the “When Are We US?” thematic focus for the America250 
commemoration in NC.  The project will offer training for organizations statewide to collect, 
preserve, and promote archival materials related to the theme.  It also will develop resources to 
help those organizations plans and implement commemorative programs at the local level.  The 
training will be available at regional, in-person workshops, as well as online, and will include 
modules on oral history collection and preservation, how to hose community scanning days, and 
digital storytelling platform options.  The grant will also fund additional Traveling Archivist 
Program consultations, as well as scholarships for cultural heritage volunteers and professionals 
to attend professional develop training on preservation and access topics.  Pending the 
finalization of the federal budget, the grant will begin in the spring of 2022 and run for two 
years. Work on the current grant is nearing completion with recent onsite Traveling Archivist 
Program consultations and supply deliveries to Sandhills Community College, Alcoholics 
Anonymous of NC, and the Museum & Archives of Rockingham County. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sarah E. Koonts 
State Archivist 
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