News from the Museum of the Cape Fear Historical Complex

Sweet Tea Shakespeare to Perform
Jane Eyre at 1897 Poe House
801 Arsenal Avenue
P.O. Box 53693
Fayetteville, NC
28305

Tis the season for sweet tea, sunshine, and drama in the Poe House garden. Sweet Tea Shakespeare will kick
Phone: 910-500-4240
off their Poe House shows with a Honey
Fax: 910-486-1585
Series production of Jane Eyre running
April 26-29 and May 3-6, 2018. The
Spring 2018 Honey Series focuses on stories by and
about women. The Museum of the Cape
Edition
Fear Historical Complex is excited to
Megan Maxwell, Editor partner with Sweet Tea Shakespeare for
the 5th season of shows at the 1897 Poe
House. Experience the magic of live
In This Issue theater amid the springtime blooms
and twilight ambiance of the Poe House
NC Civil War & garden.
Jane Eyre, adapted and directed by
Reconstruction
Jessica
Osnoe, is a fresh, streamlined
History Center
retelling of the beloved Brontë classic.
Update
The audience will follow Jane on her
journey to find hope, love, and home.
Message From
Featuring Jen Pommerenke (Saint
Our Board
Joan, King Lear) as Jane and Richard
Adlam (Othello) as Rochester, this adSummer
aptation focuses on the choices Jane
History Camp
makes as she struggles between what
Information
her heart desires and what her integrity
demands.
Betty Ray,
Shows begin at 7:30 pm, but come
Longtime Gift
early for the “What You Will” preshow
Shop Manager
entertainment beginning at 6:45 pm.
Retires
Blackstone Smokehouse will have food
for sale, wine and beer are available as
well. Tickets can be purchased at
Upcoming
http://www.sweetteashakespeare.com/
Events
tickets/ or at the door. In the event of
rain shows are moved next door to St.
Michael’s Church.
For details on other Sweet Tea shows
this season see our upcoming events on
page 7.

Previous Sweet Tea productions in the Poe
House garden top to bottom in chronological
order: Much Ado About Nothing 2014, The
Tempest 2015, and Sense and Sensibility 2016.
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Groundbreaking Scheduled April 18
The NC Civil War and Reconstruction History Center
will hold a groundbreaking for Phase I of the project on
April 18 at 12:00 pm in Arsenal Park. Special guests the
Honorable James B. Hunt, Jr. and the Honorable James
G. Martin, Honorary Chairs of the Board of Advisors,
will be present for the ceremony.
Phase I will include renovating and relocating the two
Civil War-era homes known as the Arsenal House and
the Davis House from the Hay Street end of the park to
the southern end of the property near the existing Culbreth House. The Culbreth House is currently serving as
office space, but will be re-sited and renovated as part of
Phase I.
As stated in the History Center’s December 2017 update, one of the two houses is slated to become the headquarters of the Center’s Digital Educational Outreach
program. “We have secured enough funding to properly
restore the building and to equip it with state-of-the-

art digital distance-learning hardware and software.
While we still have more work to do before that program can get fully underway, it is a great start having
the building and the equipment in place! Funds are
also in place to purchase and move the existing Poe
Rental house that currently sits on the planned site of
the 60,000 square foot main facility.”

The Arsenal House
The building now referred to as the Arsenal House
was built c.1862 and was once the home of arsenal employee Edward Monaghan. Monaghan was living there
when Sherman’s army marched intoFayetteville in
March of 1865. According to Fayetteville resident Col.
Andrew Broadfoot who submitted his memories of the
Arsenal and Sherman’s visit to The Fayetteville Observer
in 1928;
“Mr. Monaghan was an Irishman. When he first landed
at Brooklyn, he joined the United States army. At that
time General Sherman was a young officer. He and Mr.
Monaghan became good friends. Later the latter came
South and became a staunch secessionist. He was one of
Continued Page 3

The Arsenal House as it appears in March 2018 on the left and in 1982 on the right.
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the few who had remained in the arsenal after it was vacated by the Confederates and was taken prisoner and carried before General Sherman. The general recognized him, and said to him, “You damn traitor, you ought to be
hung, but on account of our old friendship I’ll not burn your house.” The house is standing today, the only building
left, which the Confederates erected, a little distance back from the road on Branson street. The home faces west
instead of the street.”
According to the National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form for the Arsenal House, Congress authorized the sale of Arsenal lands which took place on June 17, 1873. After changing hands several times, the property
was purchased by E.A. Poe , transferred to Poe’s son-in-law J.D. Jones, and finally to Joseph and Josephine McCall,
E.A. Poe’s granddaughter. The house has also been referred to as the McCall House.
The McCalls, who owned and operated the Carolina Grocery Company, decided to restore the house and they
lived in it throughout the 1950s and 1960s. Local historian Lucile Miller Johnson wrote about the house as it appeared in 1963 in her book Hometown Heritage, first published in 1978.
“The porch of the house runs across the full front and has a hipped roof with exposed beams, the outer end of the
beam carved to match the columns. The weatherboarding runs up and down, and all sills are hand hewn and pegged
together. The flooring of the front part of the house is of heart pine and of random widths, laid from end to end of
the house, partitions being se t on afterwards. All woodwork is of heart pine. The mantels and doors are very beautiful. The front entrance, impressive with its double, paneled doors, is surmounted with a square transom with original panes.”
In 1976, the McCalls sold the house to the city of Fayetteville and it was moved from Branson Street to its current
site to make way for NC Hwy 87 (Martin Luther King, Jr. Freeway). For many years the building housed the Arts
Council of Fayetteville. After the Arts Council offices moved in 1987, the house was vacant and occasionally used for
historical programs by the Museum of the Cape Fear. Time and neglect have taken a toll on the old house, but the
NC Civil War & Reconstruction History Center project ensures that the Arsenal House will be restored and enjoyed
for years to come.
The Davis House
The history of the Davis House is a bit more uncertain than the
Arsenal House. Archaeologists have suggested that it was built in
the 1850s as officer’s quarters or barracks for the Arsenal, although
that theory is hard to prove. “The design of the original building
(two rooms over two, the rooms on each level separated by a center
chimney and partition, end stairs connecting each lower room with
room above) is not consistent with military style living. Plans of
officers’ quarters at other facilities consistently show shared dining
and living areas on the first floor with individual sleeping quarters
on the second floor. If the Davis House was originally built for use
by the government, it does not seem likely it would have been used
for military living quarters.” But the building could have served
another purpose related to the Arsenal, perhaps as an individual’s
home. According to consultants with Ruedrich Restorations, the
firm hired to oversee the restoration process by the NC Civil War
and Reconstruction History Center Foundation, the construction
Continued Page 4

The John Davis House, March 2018.
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Pictured above is the
Davis House in 1982.
It shows the original
front porch with “lacy
sawn brackets.” To
the right is a photo of
John A. Davis, discovered through Ancestry.com and the Find
A Grave website. He is
buried in Cross Creek
Cemetery #2.

Keep up with the latest news about the North Carolina Civil War & Reconstruction History Center
by visiting their website http://
nccivilwarcenter.org/ or follow them on Facebook
and Twitter @nccivilwarcenter. Donations to support the center may be made through the official
website above.

methods used to build the Davis House were common in
the 1850s and 1860s.
In 1870, John Davis (1832-1893) purchased the lot adjacent to the Arsenal grounds facing the main Morganton
Road, now Hay Street. Davis served in the Confederate
Army, enlisting in 1863 as a private in the 2nd Company B,
36th Regiment, NC troops (2nd Regiment NC Artillery)
before transferring nine months later to Company B, 13th
Battalion NC Light Artillery. The 13th fought at Bentonville and surrendered with the Army of Tennessee. The
war veteran married Pearcy Ann Smith in 1866 and returned to Fayetteville to work as a store clerk and start a
family.
Davis anticipated that many people would be building
homes and starting businesses in the area known as Haymount and he would be one of the first to establish a grocery store in the area, J.A. Davis and Company. The Davis
family lived at 910 Arsenal Avenue. After his death in
1893, his sons, John A. Davis, Jr. and William H. Davis
became the proprietors of the store. The original wood
frame store burned in 1917, and was rebuilt of brick. The
brick store still stands today on the corner of Davis and
Hay Streets.
The National Registry Nomination for the Davis House
stated; “The house is one of the few in Fayetteville to reflect the picturesque traditions of mid-nineteenth century
Victorian architecture with its two-story frame construction, front porch with chamfered posts and lacy sawn
brackets, and gable roof with unusual flared eaves. It is
unique architecturally and is part of a trend toward Haymount residential development which expanded and accelerated around the turn of the present (20th) century.”
The now defunct Historic Fayetteville Foundation obtained the Davis house in the early 1980s and moved it
with the intention of restoring it. Unfortunately those
plans never came to fruition. The NC Civil War & Reconstruction History Center project promises a new life for the
old home.
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A Message from the MCFHC Foundation
This is an exciting time to be a part of the Museum of the Cape
Fear Historical Complex. Whether you are a visitor, staff member
or board member there is a lot going on at 801 Arsenal Avenue.
Programs are offered year-round and you can tour the Poe House
daily or stroll along the grounds of Arsenal Park. As you will read
in the newsletter there are several upcoming programs at the museum including a WWI event, Sweet Tea Shakespeare performances, and the annual summer camp.
On behalf of the foundation we appreciate your attendance at
our events, as well as your financial and in-kind support so we can
continue to offer outstanding programs. As the regional branch of
the North Carolina History Museum we would like to introduce
you to the region through our exhibits and tours. Kudos to our
dedicated staff and volunteers who work so hard to bring you NC
history every day.
If you would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities, weddings, rentals or the MCFHC Foundation programming, please
contact Museum Administrator David Reid at 910-500-4242 or
david.reid@ncdcr.gov. Again, thank you for your continued support!
Kelli C. Walsh, President
MCFHC Foundation, Inc.

2018 MCFHC
Foundation Board
Kelli C. Walsh, President
Charles Anderson, Jr., Vice President

Beth Bowen, Secretary
Sherri Blight
John Caldwell
Nancy Fields
Mary Flagg Haugh
Tad Prewitt
Lou Brooks
Mary Dennings
Jeff Frederick
Cassandra McMillion

David Reid, Ex-officio

2018 Campers Will Time Travel Through History
The Museum of the Cape Fear’s annual Summer History Camp will be held
June 25-29. This year’s theme, Time Travel through NC History, will focus on
showcasing NC history in chronological order. From our English beginnings with
the Roanoke Voyages, to the election of the first female governor, campers will
see a timeline progression of how our state came to be. That’s 400 years of history
conquered in just one week! Since there is no such thing as a time machine to
help us achieve this, we will use activities and special guest presenters to explore
the past of the Tar Heel State.
Summer history camp is open to children ages nine to twelve. (Children must
be at least aged nine prior to June 25, and still aged twelve on June 29.) We have
30 spaces available. Each day begins at 9:00 am and ends at noon. The cost of the
camp is $30, however, scholarships for free attendance are available for 10 participants. Apply for a scholarship in person between April 3 and 30, and be sure to
bring proof of the child’s age. The scholarships will be awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis. General registration begins on May 1. Parents must apply
and register their child(ren) in person and present proof of age.
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Betty Ray Retires from Gift Shop Life
Our regular visitors and volunteers will recognize Betty Ray as one of the
friendly faces behind the gift shop counter. Betty ran the Museum Shop for 25
years until her official retirement on February 28, 2018. Our front desk volunteers and staff will certainly miss their long chats with Ms. Betty, and the wonderful knack she had for making our small shop always inviting and beautiful.
Betty was the force behind all of the holiday décor for the museum lobby and
shop during Halloween and Christmas, and with the help of Karen, she designed a theme and decorated for all of our volunteer parties. She will be dearly
missed by the Museum of the Cape Fear family, but we hope to see her again on a volunteer basis!
On February 26, the Museum held a retirement social in her honor. Volunteers and
staff shared their favorite memories of Betty,
and we served a Halloween themed retirement cake, in honor of her favorite holiday!
Ode to Betty Ray by Karen Wallace
I have worked with Betty Ray for the past seven years
and really have grown to love her and her ability to
make the Museum look wonderful for all the holiday
occasions. Betty’s presence will truly be missed, not only by the staff, but also the volunteers. While minding
the Museum shop she would sit and talk with each volunteer, making them feel as welcome and at home as
she could. Yes, we all will miss Betty Ray.
Ode to Betty Ray

Top to Bottom: Betty surprised
at her retirement party; Betty
and Karen Wallace; Leisa
Greathouse and Betty during
the Trick or Treat event.

It really saddens us to say,
It’s time for Betty’s retirement day
She has worked here for 25 years,
With many different staff and volunteers.
While working here, her time was well spent,
From greeting visitors to special events.
On holidays’ she would decorate our space
And it made you feel like you were in another place.
For the time has come for her work to stop
But time has come for her to shop
We all must say our Odes to Betty Ray
So, go on Betty
And enjoy your retirement today!
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801 Arsenal Avenue
P.O. Box 53693
Fayetteville, NC 28305
Phone: 910-500-4240
Fax: 910-486-1585

Museum Hours
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5
Sunday 1-5

1897 Poe House Tours
Tues-Fri 11:00, 1:00, 3:00
Saturday 10-4 on the hour
Sunday 1-4 on the hour

The Museum of the Cape Fear Historical Complex consists of a NC
southeast regional history museum, the 1897 Poe House, and Arsenal
Park. Two floors of exhibits present the rich history of southeastern North
Carolina, from the Paleo-Indian period to the first decades of the 1900s in
the Museum of the Cape Fear. The fully restored and furnished 1897 Poe
House, home of E.A. Poe, a Fayetteville brick maker, offers a glimpse of
early twentieth-century life and the changes that defined this era. Finally,
Arsenal Park marks the site commissioned in 1838 by the federal government to manufacture and store arms. The arsenal was used by the Confederacy during the Civil War, and it was destroyed by Union troops under
the command of General William T. Sherman in March of 1865. Admission to the Museum Complex is free, but donations are appreciated.

1867: Deeds Not Words
The Origin of FSU
February 3-May 27

This multimedia exhibit about the founding of
Fayetteville State University will be on display
in the Museum’s rotating exhibit gallery February 3 through May 27. Admission to the exhibit
is FREE.

Hands on History

Life on the Home Front:

Museum Staff
David Reid
Administrator
Leisa Greathouse
Curator of Education
Megan Maxwell
1897 Poe House
Education Coordinator
Karen Wallace
Administrative
Assistant
Jim Frederickson
Carpenter
Weekend Staff
Louise White
Ruth Aldridge
Sarah Stubbs
Angel Garcia
Dhillon Tisdale
And more than 50
volunteers
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The 1897 Poe House During WWI

May 19, 2018
1:00-4:00 pm

Join us on Armed Forces Day to learn about
World War I on the home front. Visitors will
experience life during WWI through a variety of
hands on activities and demonstrations including bandage rolling, making propaganda posters, letter writing, war gardens, and more!
FREE!

Sweet Tea Shakespeare
at the 1897 Poe House
Jane Eyre
April 26-29, May 3-6
7:30 pm
Based on the groundbreaking classic novel by
Charlotte Bronte, this premier adaptation
“shakes” up this haunting, lush, gothic romance.
Jane comes of age in a world where she must
keep secrets to herself. When she falls in love
with Edward Rochester, secrets become heartbreak as she and Edward journey through love,

loss, unrelenting hope, and undying passion.
Jane Eyre is a Honey Series event, the STS series celebrating women.

Pericles
June 5, 7, 9, 13, 15, 17
7:30 pm
A promising young prince’s fortunes fall like the
waves on the beach as the young Prince Pericles
escapes assassination and shipwrecks, love, and
loss. Full of magic, music, adventure, and pirates, this harrowing tale explores what it
means to be brought back from the dead.

The Tempest
June 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16
7:30 pm
In a charged up remount of Sweet Tea Shakespeare’s landmark 2015 production, discover
what happens when magic, regret, resentment,
spirits, and wonder swirl together in the storm
of a lifetime.
Tickets and Information for all shows available
here: http://www.sweetteashakespeare.com/
tickets/

Summer History Camp
June 25-29, 2018

Registration for Summer History Camp opens
May 1. Scholarship applications are available
April 3. Campers must be age 9-12 years. For
detailed information see article on page 5.

The Museum of the Cape Fear Historical Complex is part of the NC
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources/Division of State History Museums.

