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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   

1. Name of Property
Historic name:  Neville, Jeter and Ethel, House______________________________
Other names/site number:
Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A_________________________________________________________
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

____________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Location
Street & number: _107 Cobb Street__________________________________
City or town: Carrboro___    State: NC__________County: _Orange_____
Not For Publication:  Vicinity: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national ___statewide           _X_local 

 Applicable National Register Criteria: 
___A             ___B           _X_C           ___D        

Signature of certifying official/Title:  Date 
North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources_ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

  In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: Date 

Title : State of Federal agency/bureau      
or Tribal Government 

N/AN/A
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    
 
                     

______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 
 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 
 Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal  

 
 
 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 
 

 Building(s) 
 

 District  
 

 Site 
 

 Structure  
 

 Object  
 
 
 
 
 

X
 
 
  
  

 
  
 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______1_______   ______1______  buildings 

 
______0_______   ______0_______  sites 
 
______0_______   ______1______  structures  
 
______0_______   ______0_______  objects 
 
______1_______   ______2_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____N/A_____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
 Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 DOMESTIC/Single dwelling 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC/Single dwelling 
 DOMESTIC/Secondary structure 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Bungalow/Craftsman 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: 
Foundation: Stone 
Walls: Stone, stucco, brick 
Roof: Asphalt 

 
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 

The Jeter and Ethel Neville House, located at 107 Cobb Street in Carrboro, Orange County, 
North Carolina, occupies a 0.11-acre corner lot in the Lloyd-Broad Street area of Northside, the 
historically African American residential neighborhood that spans the border separating Carrboro 
and Chapel Hill. Constructed in ca. 1944 by a family of prominent African American masons, 
the house exhibits a bungalow in its one-and-a-half-story form and mostly engaged front porch, 
while characteristics of the Craftsman style appear in its materials and the flare of its gables.1 Its 
most distinctive features are the hand-crafted stone with brick accents at the first story and 
chimneys, stucco in the gables, and the arcade of the front porch. Red brick accents the 
surrounds of first-story windows and the arches of the porch. One noncontributing wooden 
outbuilding, a circa 1970s storage shed, lies north of the house, adjacent to the driveway 

 
1 Orange County property records show the construction date as 1942. However, the Nevilles did 

not purchase the property until 1944 (Orange County Register of Deeds Book 119, Page 198, dated 
September 13, 1944). Given this discrepancy, the precise date of construction is estimated. 
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accessed from the side street. A noncontributing vertical wood board fence sits atop a low brick 
wall on the rear property line, adjacent to the driveway.   

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

Jeter and Ethel Neville House. Ca. 1944. Contributing Building.  

The setting around the Jeter and Ethel Neville House is primarily residential, with single-family 
houses on small lots adjacent to the north and west and across the street to the east and south.  
Across Cobb Street to the southwest there are several commercial properties, one of which is 
operated out of a single-family house. Carrboro’s commercial Main Street is located one block to 
the south.  The property has had very little alteration since its construction and is now in fair 
condition due to neglect and vandalism in recent years.  
 
The house faces south on a small, urban lot of less than 5,000 square feet at the northwest corner 
of Cobb and Broad streets and is set roughly thirty feet back from the street curb. The west side 
yard is very narrow, while the east side yard, fronting Broad Street, is deeper. A concrete 
sidewalk delineates the front and east sides of the property. A concrete walk, now broken in 
several places, leads from Cobb Street to the front porch and an unpaved driveway accesses the 
property from Broad Street. The lot is level and a grass lawn surrounds the house. A large willow 
oak tree shades the house from the western property line and overgrown crape myrtle trees and 
shrubs dot the edge of the lawn along Cobb Street. Foundation plantings around the house 
include crape myrtles in the eastern side yard, azaleas under the front windows, and a Japanese 
privet at the corner of the front porch. Along Broad Street there is a post-and-wire fence and 
more shrubs lining the eastern edge of the property.  On the rear property line there is a vertical 
wood board fence erected on a low brick wall.  
 
The house was designed and built by mason John Wesley Campbell and his sons, with help from 
Jeter Neville, whose family would occupy the home until 2018. The house is of solid masonry 
construction at the first story and frame construction above. It exhibits the bungalow form in its 
one-and-a-half stories and engaged front porch. A short wing projects from the west half of the 
main façade and the engaged porch fills the space to the east created by the front wing. The roofs 
of the main block of the house, the front wing, and the dormer centered above the porch are 
gables that flare at eaves with exposed rafter ends. All rake boards are plain and narrow. The 
roofing material is asphalt shingle. The Craftsman style is expressed in the exterior materials, 
with hand-crafted, roughly dressed masonry of irregularly shaped granite rock sheathing the first 
story and stucco in the gables. The foundation also is granite. Red brick headers outline all the 
window and door openings at the first story. Except as noted below, the windows are paired six-
over-six double-hung wood sash and all first-story windows have concrete sills. Upper-story 
windows have simple board surrounds and wood sills. 
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As expected, the three-bay main façade displays the most architectural interest. The front porch 
is arcaded, with two arches on the front and one on the east side, and its roof is engaged except at 
the east end where it is hipped. Red brick headers outline the arches of the porch, which spring 
from robust solid masonry piers. At the highest point of each arch, a naturally shaped stone 
approximating a keystone in its shape interrupts the brick headers. The under-sides of the arches 
and the sides facing onto the porch are faced in concrete. Two concrete steps lead to the porch, 
the floor of which is concrete. The central entrance bay contains a fifteen-pane wooden French 
door fronted by an aluminum storm door. A fieldstone flue rises from the front slope of the roof 
near its west/left end.  The bay created by the projecting wing at this end of the front elevation is 
the exterior’s most richly if subtly ornamented area. Here, a fieldstone keystone outlined in brick 
stretchers appears above the middle of the paired first-story windows. To the right of the 
keystone, five small stones are arranged to form a star and on the right side of the windows there 
is a large stone in the shape of a crescent moon. The window in the gable above is narrow, with 
four-over-four double-hung sash. The stucco of the dormer centered above the porch displays a 
much rougher texture than that of the other dormers that appears to be created by bricks placed 
randomly under the stucco except in the center where they form a Christian cross. 
 
The east elevation features an exterior fieldstone chimney flanked by narrow four-over-four 
double-hung sash windows. The window on the left/south side of the chimney features a 
fieldstone keystone outlined in brick stretchers. The south end of this elevation is the end of the 
front porch with an arched opening. The northernmost bay contains a pair of wooden six-over-
six windows. A single six-over-six window is centered in the stuccoed gable end above.  
 
The rear/north elevation of the house is three bays. The east end bay is a double window. An 
enclosed shed-roofed porch clad in vertical siding that is one bay deep occupies the two other 
bays. A set of concrete steps leads up to a wooden door with three narrow, vertical windows at 
the top. The bay to the right/west contains a trio of windows. An interior fieldstone flue rises 
from the middle of the rear slope of the roof. Below the east window, a hatch in the foundation 
provides access to a crawl space. 
 
The west side elevation has three single windows roughly spaced evenly across the first story. 
The middle window, corresponding to a bathroom, is shorter than the other two. Above, a double 
window occupies the gable. 
 
The interior of the house is approximately 1,500 square feet. The floor plan is typical of small 
bungalows, with communal spaces stacked on one side of the house and bedrooms on the other 
(see floor plans, Exhibits A and B). The primary entrance opens to a living room and beyond is 
the kitchen. To the left, a short passage leads to two bedrooms with a bathroom in between. This 
passage also accesses a narrow, enclosed staircase to the upper floor where there are two 
bedrooms, each with a walk-in closet (one, in the front wing, that might be better identified as a 
trunk room due to its size, and the other in the dormer above the front porch). Throughout the 
house, walls and ceilings are gypsum board and baseboards are plain boards. The first-floor 
ceilings have a “popcorn” finish. Floors are strip tongue-and-groove boards on the first floor, 
while upstairs they are wider flush boards. Doors on the first floor are two-panel, with the upper 
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panel taller than the lower panel; upper-floor doors have five stacked panels with the top panel 
shorter than the other four. Throughout the first floor, window and door surrounds are plain 
mitered boards, windows have molded sills and aprons with clipped bottom corners, and each of 
the rooms has narrow, molded crown molding. The upper story, where the ceilings are low and 
canted, contains a mixture of simple mitered and post-and-lintel door and window surrounds.  
The most distinctive feature of the interior is the living room fireplace. Its fieldstone mantel 
features beaded mortar joints, heavy concrete brackets supporting a fieldstone shelf, and a frieze 
of three concrete square inserts turned forty-five degrees as diamonds and embossed with stucco 
heart shapes traced by tiny stones. 
  
The interior remains substantially intact. Changes within the past fifty years include the 
installation of wood-veneer paneling on the fireplace wall of the living room and throughout the 
south first-floor bedroom, the lowering of the living room ceiling, and additions to the first-floor 
bedrooms: a closet in the rear bedroom and a small half-bath in the front bedroom. Several of the 
walls have had holes punched into them by vandals. 
 
Storage Shed. 1970s. Noncontributing Building.  
 
A small-frame noncontributing outbuilding is located 15 feet north of the house, adjacent to the 
driveway off Broad Street.  This one-story, gable-roofed building features plywood siding, 
overhanging eaves with exposed rafter ends, and a metal roof. A door and window are on the 
south wall and another window is in the east gable end. A small section of board fencing extends 
southward from the south side of the building. 
  
Fence. 1970s. Noncontributing Structure. 
 
A vertical wood board fence, six feet in height, sits atop a low brick wall along the rear property 
line, adjacent to the driveway and storage shed.  
 
Integrity Assessment 
 
With respect to all seven aspects of integrity, the Jeter and Ethel Neville House ranks high. It 
remains on its original site and retains its historic relationship to its surrounds. Substantially 
intact on the exterior, it clearly expresses the architectural qualities for which it is nominated, 
particularly regarding its masonry, and thus ranks high in terms of feeling, association, 
workmanship, materials, and design. The only exterior alteration has been the enclosure of a rear 
porch as a sunroom, apparently in the 1970s, which left intact the original wall that it covers, 
including its door and windows. Overall, the masonry is in good condition, although repairs are 
needed in certain areas. On the interior, minor changes have been made to the plan of the 
downstairs bedrooms with the addition of a closet in one and a half-bath in the other; otherwise, 
the plan is intact. Except for the lowered living room ceiling with a “popcorn” finish and the 
application of wood-veneer paneling on one wall of the living room and throughout one 
bedroom, finishes are original. The living room mantelpiece, the most distinctive interior feature 
and the only interior element expressing the mason’s craft, is unaltered. The overall condition of 
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the house is fair. Unoccupied since 2018, the house has deteriorated due to neglect. The repair of 
a roof leak that infiltrated the ceiling of the first-floor rear bedroom entailed removal of part of 
the ceiling in the east upstairs bedroom. Recently, when it was unsecured for a period, squatters 
occupied the house, which currently lacks operable plumbing, and vandals punched holes in 
some of the walls. The house is now secured and plans are underway for remediation of all 
issues. 
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____________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
Architecture_________  
Ethnic Heritage: Black_  
___________________  

 
 

Period of Significance 
ca. 1944____________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1944_______________  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 N/A________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 Campbell, John Wesley, builder 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  

The ca. 1944 Jeter and Ethel Neville House meets National Register Criterion C for its local 
significance in the area of architecture as a distinctive example of a stone building constructed by 
an African American mason whose training continues a tradition established locally among 
enslaved people during the antebellum period. Built by John Wesley Campbell and located the 
historically African American Northside neighborhood spanning the line between Carrboro and 
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Chapel Hill, the house is a landmark of the western, Carrboro end of the neighborhood known as 
Lloyd-Broad. The Neville House exhibits the bungalow form in its one-and-a-half stories and 
engaged front porch while the Craftsman style is expressed in the exterior materials, particularly 
Campbell’s signature hand-crafted, roughly dressed masonry of irregularly shaped granite 
fieldstone. The craftsmanship of this house bears witness to the traditions passed down from the 
African American masons who labored to create the buildings, stone walls, and brick pathways 
in the towns of Chapel Hill and Carrboro from the early nineteenth century to the present. John 
Wesley Campbell and his sons are among  the numerous African American masons responsible 
for the construction of buildings and structures throughout the greater Chapel Hill-Carrboro area, 
including many attributed to the Campbells. The Neville House is one of four fieldstone 
dwellings built in the Northside neighborhood by Campbell in the 1940s; a fifth 1940s fieldstone 
building in the neighborhood is the Hargraves Community Center. The Neville House is the least 
altered and perhaps the most stylistically distinctive of these buildings in its fieldstone exterior  
incorporating signature symbols –a star and crescent moon – and naturally shaped stones placed 
as keystones. The period of significance of the Neville House is ca. 1944, the date of 
construction. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   

Historical Background 

The Jeter and Ethel Neville House was likely completed in or around 1944. It is situated in the 
Lloyd-Broad Street neighborhood on the Carrboro side of greater Northside, the historically 
African American area that spans the municipal border separating the towns of Carrboro to the 
west and Chapel Hill to the east. The Lloyd-Broad area was largely developed by Herbert Lloyd, 
whose uncle, Thomas Lloyd, built Carrboro’s two textile mills in 1898 and 1910.2  

The house was built and designed by John Wesley Campbell and his sons, with help from Jeter 
Neville, whose family would own and occupy the house until 2018.3 According to Handy 
Campbell, John Wesley Campbell’s son, the fieldstones on the house’s exterior were hauled on 
an army truck from nearby Chatham County.4 Jeter Neville, a janitor at Northside Elementary 

 
2 Claudia Roberts Brown, Burgess McSwain, and John Florin, Carrboro, N.C.: An Architectural 

& Historical Inventory (Town of Carrboro, 1983), pp. 11-12; Orange County Plat Book A, Page 24; and 
William Pinkney Lloyd (1851-1932) - Find A Grave Memorial (accessed August 9, 2021) 

3 Documentation of John Wesley Campbell’s involvement in the design and building of the 
Neville House is based on strong oral history among his descendants rather than the written record. He is 
said to have designed the house, but it is not known if it is an original design or copied or adapted, 
perhaps from a popular builder’s publication of the period. 

4 Handy Campbell, Debra Coleman, and Paul Simmons, interview by H. Vaughan, 13 December 
2018. Retrieved August 24, 2021, from https://fromtherockwall.org/people/handy-campbell. 
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School, Married Ethel Fuller in the mid-1940s. 5 Jeter and Ethel Neville had five children 
together, all of whom were involved in the local civil rights movement: Jerry F. Neville, James 
Wilbert Neville, Johnson Henry Neville, Calvin Neville, and Ethel Neville Worley. Calvin 
Neville became a stonemason trained by the Campbell family. Jeter Neville died in 1960, but his 
wife, Ethel Fuller Neville, continued residing at 107 Cobb St. until her death in 2013 at 99 years 
old. For most of the time thereafter, the house has been unoccupied. 

In 2018, Self-Help Ventures Fund purchased the Neville House as part of the Northside 
Neighborhood Initiative (NNI) land bank.6 The NNI is a collaborative effort among Northside 
residents, the Marian Cheek Jackson Center, Self-Help, local government partners, and 
affordable housing nonprofit partners to deploy a $3 million no-interest loan from the University 
of North Carolina – Chapel Hill for land banking and creative community development. The 
NNI’s goal is to reverse the decades-long trend of residents in the historically black Chapel Hill-
Carrboro neighborhoods of Northside, Tin Top, and Pine Knolls being displaced by student 
rental investors, given the neighborhoods’ proximity to the UNC campus. For the Neville House, 
the NNI’s intended goal is to make necessary repairs and sell it with a deed restriction that limits 
future occupants to homeowners, thus preventing it from becoming another student rental 
investment.  

The History of African American Stonemasons in Chapel Hill and Carrboro, North 
Carolina, and the Work of John Wesley Campbell 

In antebellum North Carolina, most construction was dependent upon the skill of artisans who 
used materials from local sources, such as brick from local clay, local stone, and timbers, doors, 
mantels, and other wood elements from local forests. Buildings rarely were designed by 
professional architects; instead, they usually followed established popular designs and 
represented the craftsmanship of their artisan builders, who often worked closely with the 
property owner who hired them. Craftsmen, both enslaved and free, learned their trade in 
apprenticeships. For enslaved individuals, being placed in an arranged apprenticeship benefited 
their owner by increasing the enslaved person’s value for sale or for hire. 

Brickmaking involved digging and refining clay, molding and drying bricks, constructing kilns 
to fire the bricks, and mixing lime and sand into mortar. Skilled bricklayers were responsible for 
the foundations, chimneys, and other masonry features of many important buildings and 
landmarks throughout North Carolina. In 1860, 120 free blacks worked as masons in 
construction in North Carolina, alongside more than 350 artisans in other building trades.7 

 
5 Mrs. Neville was related to Libba Cotton, the famous musician, and Ethel’s grandfather was 

enslaved in Orange County. 
6 Orange County Deed Book 6541, Page 527, dated November 8, 2018. 
7 Catherine W. Bishir, “Black Builders in Antebellum North Carolina,” The North Carolina 

Historical Review, vol. 61, no. 4 (1984), 425-428, 431-434, 447. Retrieved August 24, 2021, from 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23518567. 
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In Chapel Hill, the skills of African American masons are evident in the low rock walls 
throughout the University of North Carolina campus. From 1838 to 1844, under the supervision 
of Professor Elisha Mitchell, workers, likely enslaved, stacked and interlocked rocks into place 
to build the walls. The rock walls were initially erected to keep out roaming livestock and 
beautify the grounds, and today are still considered a significant feature of the campus aesthetic.8 
After slavery was abolished in the United States, many freed stonemasons continued their trade 
and built walls for the University and wealthy families in the area and mentored other African 
American craftsmen. The late African American scholar John Chapman noted, “Even after Jim 
Crow forced many black workers out of skilled trades, the black rock masons of Chapel Hill 
were able to hold their ground. And so, the tradition of building with rock among African 
Americans embodied both the oppression and the resistance of black workers.”9  Several 
generations of African American craftsmen, skilled in masonry that was passed down among 
their families, helped build prominent campus buildings including Wilson Library, Morehead 
Planetarium, the Forest Theater, and newer rock walls throughout Chapel Hill.10  

Much of the work of African American masons lacks written documentation. Likewise, the life 
of John Wesley Campbell, recognized as the primary architect and mason of the Neville house 
and three other stone houses in Northside, is mostly known through oral history.11  Born in 1888 
to Judge Campbell, a white man, and Della Campbell, a black woman, John Wesley Campbell 
learned masonry skills from his father and uncles beginning at seven years old.12 He went to 
school through the third grade before he began to work as a mason full-time. The 1920 U.S. 
Census record lists him as a farm laborer in the Thompson township of Alamance County, North 
Carolina.13 The 1930 U.S. Census record lists him as a “blickmason” [sic] in the house building 
industry, and by that time he was living on Bethel Church Road in Orange County.14 The 1957 

 
8 William R. Burk, “Rock Walls Adorn the Chapel Hill Landscape: A Nearly Two-Hundred Year 

Legacy,” The Compass, vol. 2.2 (Spring 2010), 1, 4. Retrieved August 24, 2021, from 
https://fromtherockwall.org/oral-histories/handy-campbell-debra-coleman-and-paul-simmons-on-his-
family-learning-masonry-and-building-projects. 

9 John K. Chapman, Black Freedom and the University of North Carolina, 1793-1960 
(unpublished doctoral dissertation), University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC. (2006). 

10 William R. Burk. 
11 Rev. Robert P. L. Campbell, interview by Andrea Wuerth, 27 July 2017. Retrieved August 24, 

2021, from https://fromtherockwall.org/oral-histories/robert-campbell-speaking-about-community-faith-
and-activism. 

12 John Wesley Campbell’s birthdate is listed as “abt 1889” in the 1920 Census. According to the 
Orange County Register of Deeds Vital Records, he died in 1968 (Book 51, Page 113). 

13 United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, Census Place: Thompson, Alamance, 
North Carolina; Roll: T625_1282; Page: 9B; Enumeration District: 13 (ancestry.com, accessed August 
23, 2021). 

14 United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls. 
(ancestry.com, accessed August 23, 2021) 
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local city directory for Chapel Hill and Carrboro lists him as a brick mason living at 215 N. 
Graham St. in Chapel Hill.15 

As he grew older, Campbell worked on a diverse range of building projects on the University of 
North Carolina campus in Chapel Hill and throughout Orange County. He learned to draw 
blueprints and do carpentry, plaster, cement, and brick and stone masonry. He helped design and 
build (in various combinations) the stone houses in the Northside neighborhood, the Hargraves 
Community Center, the historically black Northside Elementary School (replaced with a new 
building but the original rock stairs survive), UNC Memorial Hospital, several commercial 
buildings on Franklin Street in Chapel Hill and in Carrboro, Chapel Hill’s bus station, the homes 
of many UNC professors, and rock walls on the UNC campus.16 According to his son Handy, 
John Wesley Campbell hauled stones from land his mother owned in Chatham County eight 
miles to building sites in downtown Chapel Hill and Carrboro.17  

John Wesley Campbell had nine children, including five sons whom he began teaching the craft 
of masonry when they were young. Handy, George Preston, Nathaniel, Jake, and Leo worked 
alongside their father on many of his projects, including the Neville house. One family member 
recalled that as soon as the boys were able to walk and carry tools, they were helping their father 
on his projects. The family gained a reputation for their fine craftsmanship and each son was 
known for his particular skill set. Leo was nicknamed “Rabbit” for his speed in laying the bricks 
and stone. Nathaniel was generally believed to be the best mason besides his father.  Jake was a 
“joiner” and was often brought in on projects to piece together various structures like archways 
and corners. Handy was known for building fireplaces and taking such pride in his work that he 
would start entire projects over again if they were not up to the quality craftsmanship of the 
family. 

In an interview, Handy describes the special methods and tools his family used to stress the 
mortar joints and ensure the corners of buildings were smooth. The Campbell family developed a 
reputation for the quality of their masonry work.18 John Wesley Campbell’s grandson Robert 
Campbell elaborated on their creativity, saying, “My grandfather--in his building, he used to put 
a signature in his construction work that was embedded in the form of the construction itself. In 
particular, there’s a house that is out there on the corner of [Broad] Street . . . in the front porch, 
he had placed the insignia of our masonry that’s in that house,” describing the placement of the 

 
15 Hill’s Chapel Hill (Orange County, North Carolina) City Directory, 1957, p. 242:  Hill's 

Chapel Hill (Orange County, N.C.) City Directory, including Carrboro [1957] (digitalnc.org, accessed 
August 23, 2021). 

16 Robert Campbell, interview U-0037 by the Southern Oral History Program, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, 13 November 2015. Retrieved August 24, 2021, from 
https://dcr.lib.unc.edu/record/613125e0-c2c2-4230-889a-1f6b86838739/?browse_type=list-display. 

17 Handy Campbell, Debra Coleman, and Paul Simmons interview. 
18 Handy Campbell, Debra Coleman, and Paul Simmons interview. Obituary for Handy 

Campbell. Retrieved September 16, 2021, from https://www.hendersonsfh.com/obituary/handy-campbell 
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crescent-shaped stone and the cluster of five small stones in the shape of a star on the front of the 
Neville House.19 

The Campbells spread their craft throughout the local African American community and were 
known for their mentorship. For many of their projects, they worked alongside and trained other 
well-known African American builder families. In particular, Handy was known to be a prolific 
mentor. He taught other well-known masons in the area including James “TT” Foushee, Albert 
Washington, and Mickey Farrington. Two of John Wesley Campbell’s descendants are fifth 
generation masons.  Handy Campbell mentions working with his father on rock walls on UNC’s 
campus, a brick bridge, and working on over one hundred houses in Chapel Hill, but doesn’t 
provide more details on which houses specifically.20 Robert Campbell described that his uncles 
and grandfather did a lot of contractor work in the community before John Wesley Campbell 
passed away in 1965, building houses for professors and business owners, saying “We had our 
hand in a lot of the buildings around here.” He describes helping his grandfather with building 
the rock wall behind Merritt’s Grill, which is still standing.21 

The Jeter and Ethel Neville house exemplifies a masonry tradition rooted in community and 
represents a craft that provided economic stability and creative autonomy to African Americans 
during the Jim Crow era in the South.  The Neville House and the other four stone buildings built 
by John Wesley Campbell in the Northside neighborhood share similar features.  The Neville 
house is most like the neighboring house at 201 Broad Street in that they both feature large field 
stones, arches at the porches, and windows framed in brick rowlocks, as well as six-over-six 
windows. The houses at 203 N. Graham Street and 214 N. Graham Street and the Hargraves 
Community Center at 216 N. Roberson Street, all in Chapel Hill, have similar stonework but 
simpler designs, with concrete lintels and sills rather than brick detailing and fewer or no 
symbols laid in stone. The gable ends on four of the buildings, as well as the front gable on the 
house at 214 N. Graham Street, feature a different material than the stonework on the first floor. 
The home at 203 N. Graham Street is the only one where the stonework continues into the gable 
end rather than stopping at the first floor. 

Additional information on the other stone buildings in the Northside neighborhood built by John 
Wesley Campbell follows: 

● 201 Broad Street, Carrboro: Located adjacent to the Neville House, the house at 201 
Broad Street is similar in style to its neighbor, with arched porch openings outlined with 
brick rowlocks, which also outside the front door and windows. In contrast to the Neville 
House, it is more distinctly a Craftsman bungalow in its simple one-and-one-half-story, 
side gable form with a recessed porch across half of the façade. The house was designed 
and built by John Wesley Campbell and his sons for carpenter Vance Thompson and his 
family right after World War II. Land records indicate that the house was completed by 

 
19 Robert Campbell  interview, 13 November 2015. 
20 Handy Campbell, Debra Coleman, and Paul Simmons interview.  
21 Rev. Robert P. L. Campbell interview, 27 July 2017; and Robert Campbell interview, 13 

November 2015. 
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1947, and one of Vance’s sons believes they moved into the home in 1946. The 
Thompson family resided in this home until they sold it in 2013. Most of the original 
external features remain intact, although the arched openings of the porch have been 
enclosed with brick aprons and screening above and the interior has been renovated. 22  

  
● 203 N. Graham Street, Chapel Hill: This small, one-story Minimal Traditional house 

features John Wesley Campbell’s signature stonework but the detailing of concrete lintels 
and sills rather than bricks inlaid around the windows is simpler than that of the Neville 
House. Like the other houses, the arch is a predominant feature, but here it is limited to 
the slightly arched opening of the small, gabled entrance porch. This house differs from 
Campbell’s other houses in that the stonework continues up the gable end rather than 
stopping at the first floor. John Wesley Campbell’s son George owned this lot and he and 
his father designed and built this house with help from John Wesley’s other sons. Land 
records indicate that this house was completed in 1948.23 

  
● 214 N. Graham Street, Chapel Hill: Completed in 1945, this was one of the first houses 

built on N. Graham Street.24 John Wesley Campbell designed and built this house for a 
local pastor. The largest of the four fieldstone houses he built in the Northside 
neighborhood, it resembles the Neville House in its side-gabled one-and-one-half-story 
form with a front gable at one end of the façade, but here the gable is above the recessed 
corner porch marked by a single broad arch and there is no brick detailing. Like all four 
of the houses, this, too, has a prominent exterior end stone chimney. and is also built in 
the Craftsman style with a large front porch behind an archway, side-gabled roof with a 
front-facing gable, and prominent stone chimney. 

 
● Hargraves Community Center, 216 N. Roberson St.: Construction of Hargraves 

Community Center, originally called “the Negro Community Center,” began on January 
9, 1941. The pace of its construction was slow, and it stopped altogether due to a lack of 
resources after the United States entered WWII. Construction was far enough along, 
however, for the building to house the B-1 Navy band assigned to Chapel Hill. The Navy 
completed the building in 1945.25 The exterior of the Hargraves Center is similar to three 

 
22 Orange County Property Records, retrieved August 24, 2021, from  

https://property.spatialest.com/nc/orange#/property/9778966861); and R. L. Campbell interview by H. 
Vaughan, 29 October 2018, on file at North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office. 

23 Orange County Property Records, retrieved August 24, 2021, from 
https://property.spatialest.com/nc/orange#/property/9788065625; and R. L. Campbell interview, 29 
October 2018. 

24 Orange County Property Records, retrieved August 24, 2021, from  
https://property.spatialest.com/nc/orange#/property/9788066899.    

25After completion, Hargraves became and has remained the primary community center for the 
historically black neighborhoods of Chapel Hill and Carrboro. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke at the 
center in 1960 and it was a central gathering place, alongside neighborhood churches, for the local civil 
rights movement. Hargraves Community Center/Hargraves Center/Roberson Street Center/Negro 
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of the stone houses built by the Campbells in the African American community in that it 
has a different siding material in the gable ends. The building presents its main elevation 
as a single story, but due to the slope of the site, a lower level is fully exposed on the 
south and east sides. On the east, rear side, a one-story stone wing at the lower grade was 
enlarged in 1980 with a second-story addition clad in horizontal siding. A single stone 
chimney protrudes from the roof. 

The Jeter and Ethel Neville House represents the African American stonemason’s craft and the 
local historical context in which its architecture is rooted. As one of only four stone houses built 
in the Northside neighborhood, where many houses have been converted to student rentals by 
investors, the house is seen as a priority for preservation by its community, who have long 
recognized the importance of the historical legacy of the masons who built it and the other 
houses like it. The Neville House and the other remaining stone buildings constructed by John 
Wesley Campbell and masons he trained are, in the words of his grandson Robert Campbell, “a 
testimony of their endurance and how they persevered in a time when their basic rights were 
denied.”26 Masonry was a trade that provided economic stability to African Americans during an 
era when there was little economic opportunity. The skills and techniques they developed are a 
testimony not only to their endurance but also to their artistry and creativity. The Campbell 
family took pride in the quality of their masonry work and developed a reputation for doing work 
that “no one else could do.” Robert Campbell described the significance of their work in an 
interview about his family legacy: “It’s a piece of generational history . . . . It gives voice to the 
craft of the workers who put this together.”27  

 
Community Center, Open Orange Entry retrieved August 24, 2021, from 
https://openorangenc.org/buildings/hargraves-community-center-hargraves-center-roberson-street-center-
negro-community-center. 

26 R. L. Campbell interview, 29 October 2018. 
27 Ibid.  
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____________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property 0.11 

 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 35.911819  Longitude: -79.068222 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The boundaries of the nominated property are all of parcel number 9778-96-7735 as shown 
on Orange County Tax maps on file with the County Tax Administration in Hillsborough. 
NC.  
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 
The boundary includes the house, outbuilding, fence, and all the land that have historically 
been associated with the Neville House and that maintain historic integrity.  
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: Aspen Romeyn, Associate Project Manager  
organization: Self-Help Ventures Fund  
street & number: 301 W. Main St.  
city or town:  Durham   state: NC     zip code: 27701 
e-mail: aspen.romeyn@self-help.org 
telephone: 919-313-8565_____________ 
date:_August 26, 2021_______________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
● Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

●  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. 

 
● Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo 
date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Jeter and Ethel Neville House 
City or Vicinity: Carrboro 
County: Orange     State: NC 
Photographers: Hudson Vaughan (HV); Claudia Brown (CB) 
Dates Photographed:  July 29, 2020 (Hudson Vaughan); August 26, 2021 (Claudia Brown) 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
1. Front elevation from street, showing front yard, facing north (HV) 
2. Front and east elevations, facing northwest (CB) 
3. Front elevation, west side, facing northwest (CB) 
4. Front elevation, dormer and top of porch arches, facing north (CB)  
5. East elevation, facing west (HV) 
6. West elevation, facing southeast (HV) 
7. Rear elevation, facing southwest (CB) 
8. East wall of living room, with fireplace, facing northeast (CB) 
9. Noncontributing shed, facing northwest (CB) 
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