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Liberty Hall stands in a large yard shaded by many live oaks fenced in for use as a cow
pasture. The house faces the south side- of North Carolina secondary state road 1108 while
the rear of the house faces a large wood. The house is located in the Grabtown coTILrnunity
of Bertie County, a rural agricultural community.
The two-~story house is a large three~bay frBme structure placed on a high brick basement.
In its proport:Lons and trim, the house exhibits elements of both the Greek Revival and
Italianate styles. The fenestration of the house consists of narrow paired four-overfour sash within slightly pointed frames retatning their original louvred blinds. The
first floor windows are of floor-to-ceil
height while the windows of the second floor
are slightly smaller. Paired doors with sidelights and transom open onto a one-story
hipped-roof __ porch across the front of the house; the porch is supported by six large
paneled box columns. An 1895 photograph of the house shows that the porch originally had
a flat roof with a simple balustrade; the double doors with sidelights and transom opening
from the second floor to the porch are still in place. The rear of the house featured
a small pedimented portico with paneled box columns, but this porch recently collapsed~
Large paneled cornerposts support a \vide molded box cornice around the house, The hip
roof is
ed by two large square chimney stacks.
In the interior a center hall fifteen feet wide and fifty feet long, is flanked on either
side by two large and nearly square rooms; this plan occurs in the basement and on the two
upper floors. Every room in the house is served by a working fireplace. The low-ceilinged
rooms of the basement have plastered walls with trim and wooden floors which have largely
rotted mvay. Access to the first floor is by an open stair \AYhich ri.ses in the hall beneath
the main stair from the first floor to the second floor
The wood'\·Jork of the first and second floors consists of wide molded baseboards 1 four-~panel
doors, trim of narrovl symmetrical molding c~Jith cornerblocks, and simple pilaster-type
mantels; molded panels appc.ar beneath the \·dndov..rs. Large closets flank either side of
the fireplaces in the two south rooms of the first floor, and appear in all the second floor
rooms
Circular plaster medallions occur in the ceiling of the hall and northeast room
of the first floor. The stair to the second floor rises against the west wall of the hall
to the north in one flight, and features large turned newels two turned balusters per tread,
and a wide molded handrail. /m open stair. also trimmed with turned newel and balusters
rises over the main stair to an unfinished attic. All rooms in the house retain their
original plaster and narrow
flooring the house has never received electrical wiring
or plumbing
The house presents a dilapidated appearc:::1ce, but is in basically sound condition.
'fl1e only remaining outbuilding is a small one-story structure in the backyard. The present
o\•Jner of Liberty Hall can remember the lett chen and the smokehouse, a large square structure
with a cupola, which stood to the rear of the house.
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The exterior of Lib
Hall, the largest antebellum d~'llelling in Bert i.e County, is a rare
example of Italianate architecture in an area domi.nated by the Greek Revival style. The
house was probably built by carpenter S. L. Pennoyer for wealthy planter John P Rascoe.
The house is best knovJrl as the home o£ Rascoe's ..:..eQn.:...in-lm.v, Capt. Edward R. Outlaw.
Outlaw· served as a captain in the Eleventh North Carolina Regiment during the Civil War,
as a Bertie County commissioner as a state legislator and as sheriff__: of thE. county.

Criteria
l~rge

A.

Associated with a
Carolina.

agricultural plantation unit in antebellum eastern North

B

Associated \vith the lives of weal thy planter John P Rascoe and his son-in-lmv
Capt. Ed'>vard R. Outlaw, a Civil War veteran county commissioner, state legislator,
and county sheri££.

C.

Embodies the distinctive characteristics of the antebellum plantation home of a
wealthy family as well as provides an example of I talianate dorJ.-::;stic architecture,
unusual in Bertie County

D.

Is llkely to yield inforrr1ation on the activities of a large plantation household
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Liberty Hall is thought to have been built by John P, Rascoe just prior to the Civi.l
War, The house was built on land which Rascoe had inherited in 1854 from his relative
JosE~ph J
Rascoe. In his \vill Joseph J Rascoe left John P. Rascoe his "land, negroes
notes money stock, household and kitch.r:~n furniture, • . ;" since a dwelling was not
mentioned it seems probable that Liber
Hall \•las built soon after Rascoe's death by
John P. Rascoe,,l John P. Rascoe was a v.~ealthy planter in a county vlith a sizeable planter
class supported by large corn and cotton crops. In 1850 Rascoe possessed 2,228 acres of
land worth $15,000 on which his 52 slaves raised 200 head of swine,
000 bushels of
sweet potatoes, 4 500 bushels of corn~ and 25 bales of ginned cottonn
In 1860 Rascoe
owned 1 592 acres on which his 88 slaves raised 5,000 bushels of corn and 110 bales
of ginned cotton. 3
Family tradition maintains that S. L. Pennozerp who is buried in the HBscoe family
cemetery, was the contractor for the house. f The 1860 census reveals that Pennoyer
was a carpenter with a small estate in Bertie County; his brother Sherman Pennoyer,
a mechanic, was listed in the census as a member of the household of John P. Rascoe. 5
At S. L. Pennoyer's death in 1868, John P. Rascoe was the executor of his will 6
In 1868 John P. Rascoe's daughter Lucy married Capt. Edward Ralph Outlaw, and the young
couple received Liberty Hall as a wedding present from her father. Rascoe had survived
the Civil War with much of his property intact and at his death in 1888 he left a
substantial estate~ he left his wife $10 1 000,a store in Windsor steamboat company stock,
and much fannland.
Lucy Rascoe Outla-v1 received Liberty Hall and the attached farm~ and
Capt. Outlaw inherited his father·-in-lavv' 1 s carpentry tools and stock in the Roanoke River
Steamboat Company. 8
Liberty Hall is best remembered in present-day Bertie County as the home of Capt. Edward
R. Outlaw. Outla1.v wa§ born in Bertie County in 1840, the son of Ed\.vard Cherry Outlaw,
a prosperous planter,
At the death of his parents• Outlaw was raised by his uncle,
David Outlaw, a vlealthy planter, member of the legislature from Bertie County for many
years, and United States congressman from North Carolina from 18Lf8 until 1850 10 Outlaw
attended the University of North Carolina from 1859 to 1860
During the Civil liJar, Outlaw
served as captain of Company C, the Eleventh North Carolina Reg:Lment; Capt. Outlaw later
co-authored the regimental history,ll Af er the war, Outlaw became active in Bertie
County affairs while managing his farm holdings. He served for many years as a county
conmlissioner, as sheriff of Bertie County for ten years, and represented the county in
the state House of Representatives ini889,12
At Capt. Outlaw's death in 1921, Li.ber
Hall was inherited by his son John R. Outlav1
of Elizabeth City, North Carolina.
The house was then used as a summer residence by the
Outlaw fa~ily~ At John R, Outl~w's deathv the house was inherited by his daughter, Mrs.

Ou

Cillnm

the present owner of the house.

The exterior of Liberty Hall is n rare
of Italianate architecture in a county
and region where the contemporary building idiom was that of the Greek Revival style.
The interior of Liber
Hall, however, is trimmed with substantial but typical Greek
Revival woodvJOrk. The house has the distinction of being the largest antebellum dwelling
remaining Jn Bertie County,
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The structure is, of course, clo
related to the surround
environment,
Archeological remains, such as trash pits, wells, and tructural remains which may be present can
provide information valuable to the und
tanding and interpretation of the structure,
Information concerning use patterns soctal tanding and mobil
as v.1ell as structural
details are often only evident in the
ical record. Therefore, archeological
remains may well be an important
o the significance of the structure. At this
time no investigation has been done to discover these remains, but it is probable that
they exist and this should be considered in any development of the property.
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Will of Joseph J
Rascoe 12 May 1 3, probated August 1854, Bertie County Wills,
Office of the Clerk of Court~ Bertie County Courthouse Windsor, Book H, 4, hereinafter
cited as Bertie County Wills

2 Seventh Census 1850: Bertie County North Carolina~ Slave Schedule, 540-541;
Agricultural Schedule, 255, microfilm of National Archives manuscript copy Joyner
Library, East Carolina University Greenville; subsequent census references are to this
microfilm source,
3

Eighth Census of the United States
860: Bertie County, North Carolina, Slave
Schedule, 52-53; Agricultural Schedule, 13 Population Schedule, 59, hereinafter cited
as Eighth Census, 1860,
L~

Author's interview with 11rs. Lucy Rascoe Gillam, great-granddaughter of John P
Rascoe, 702 Gatling St. \>Jindsor, 30 July 1980, notes on intervievl in Liberty Hall file
Survey and Planning Branch, Division of Archives and History Raleigh.

5 Eighth Census~ 1860:

Bertie County

6

Will of S, L, Pennoyer
Wills. Book H, 208,

23 January 1868, probated February 1868, Bertie County

7Will of John P, Rascoe, 7
8 \vill of John P. Rascoe

Population Schedule. llP 59,

~my 1883~ probated 1888

7 Hay 1883

Bertie County Wills

Book I

252.

probated 1888, Bertie County vlills, Book I, 252.

9 rn£ormation on the Outlal.•l family wafJ taken from Albert Timothy Outlaw, Outlm.;r
Genea~, (Kenansville, N, C.: n. p., 1930)

10 John L. Cheney, Jr., North

..
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Carol11~~ Government_,
Carolina Department of the Secretary of tate, 1975) ~

326, 327

329, 334, 686,

68·7~

1585-1974, (Raleigh: North
pp. 296, 298, 300 302~ 322. 324,

817.

Walter Clark, ed,
Histories of
Regiments and ~§lttalions from North
Carolina
the
~L~r_, 1861 '65 (Ral'~
State of North Carolina, 5 volumes, 1901),
I, 583; Capt.
photograph faces p. 583.
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478; Capt. Outlaw's photograph hangs in the
I.Jinclsor; Mrs. Lucy R, Outlaw Gillam owns an
elipped from a ~vindsor newspaper, The

obituary r.vas written by Judge Patrick Wirtston and outlines Capt, Outlm·7 1 s many public
services.
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The area included in the Liberty Hall nomination
is bounded on the North by SR 1108 and includes 5 acres. This represents the original tract
of land associated vli th the house, its outbuildings, and the surrounding oak grove.
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State Historic Pre.servation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89nominate this
for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
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set forth by the
Conservation and Recreation Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer

title State Historic Preservation Officer

16 October 1980

GPO

9:16

£1.15

fHR--3-300

(11-711)

Item number

9

1

Bertie County Will Books, Office of the Clerk of Court, Bertie County Courthouse
Cheney• John L,, Jr, North
Department of the
Clark

WalterP ed.
the Great

Carolina---~--~-----¥

1585-1974,

Raleigh:

Windsor

North Carolina

Histories of the S
Regiments and Battalions from North Carolina
1861..:.'65-.- Raie_i_g--h~-~~-State of North Carolina, 5 volumes, 1901.

Eighth United States Census, J860, Bertie County. North Carolina, microfilm of National
Archives manuscript copy, Joyner Lib
East Carolina Universi ~ Greenville,
Kenansville, N, C.:
Seventh United States Census,
Archives manuscript copy,

n

p., 1930.

County, North Carolina, microfilm of National
, East Carolina UniversityP Greenville.

ST_,_A_TE OF NORTR

Ci\B~OLINP~

::-~PRE SE"l-~-:'ED

BY THE
STATE GEOLOGIST

f~or;u

Liberty Hall
Grab town vic.
//rr)rrr(;,._r_:r·/,'

LD LA /'/DING

-----:..
G
....

_

---

Latitude:
35
Longitude: 7 7

52

~

59"

QJi Q9H

CONI OTT

-\_" ~.
_.;.> .OA]?
l' / -~~;-~

-~

~[1 r) co:::; u rc

....:::.

i

-

D

Bertie County

Williamston, NC Quad
Scale:
1: 625000
Zone:

.\wrrlnj;

is

/..._,,'Y-1.; '\

~

1

.'\
!'?- ..
~·" t(

""-::~/

)1
POINT L.A HDING

""" "-··~(("~

Q

~

~

1
NC 1108
Wire fence
Oak grove
Lan~

Grove
ire fence

ire fence

House

1 afbuilding

Woods

100 '
Approximate Scale

Liberty Hall
Bertie County

