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APPEARANCE 

The Fayetteville Ice and Manufacturing Company, after being incorporated in 
1899, grew to be a thriving business while satisfying local domestic, 
commercial, and industrial needs for ice .. Customers were served both by home 
delivery -- either by wagon or truck -- or by visiting the plant itself.. The 

,iron- horse was one customer who came right up to the back door; the Atlantic 
Coast Line Railroad tracks "ran alongside the eastern edge of the plant and 
stopped to be iced down .. This was done to cats running the east coast "fruit 
and vegetable" route before refrigeration was developed.. The plant changed 
location and ownership, had various names, and served more than one function, 
but remained the largest ice-manufacturing concern to serve the local area .. 

The present- plant, which dates approximately to 1908 and the second i~ the 
company's history, - is constructed of brick and is composed of several sections .. 
Its basic form was established initially with three main divis ions, an ice 
storage room, a tank or freezing section, and an engine room. This logical 
setup has been preserved throughout the building's history, though in many 
places it has been expanded and/or improved. For example, the ice storage 
section at the Borth end as well as the freezing room have been expanded to 
their present' size and the engine room was modifiedas early as 1914 for a "wood· 
sawing" operation.. Other component parts include a small office and porches to 
the front (west) and a railroad canopy which was expanded over time but is now 
removed to the rear (east). 

Also part of the complex was a frame wagon and auto shed on the west-side 
which was also extended over time and by 1930 had a wood shop and storage shed 
built on to it (now missing). In addition, early maps show that a dwelling 
stands on or adjacent to the premises and indicate that this is the engineer's 
house .. ,It is said to have been s tanding on the premises when the lot was 
purchased and subsequently adopted as the engineer's residence, a purpose which 
it still serves today. 

The engineer's house nearby is quite simple with its one-story center-hall 
plan with rear ell, a hip roof with shake shingles, and one-story full-facade 
porch with central pedimented gable interruption and Tuscan columns.. It rests on 
brick piers with pigeon -hole infill and is sheathed with German sid ing.. The 
three-bay front is comprised of a central double-leaf entrance with a transom 
and 2/2 sash windows. Most notable is the interior which has both fine plas ter 
work -- the entrance hall" for example, boasts a handsome plaster cornice and 
modillion -- and woodwork. Doors have ,bull's-eye corner blocks, and flanking 
the mantel in the right front room are tall arched niches with keystones. 

The plant, which typifies turn-of-the-century industrial architecture then 
rapidly appear ing in the downtown and southeas tern sec t ion s 0 f the cit y, the 
wagon and auto shed, and engineer's house are located on an expansive low-lying 
lot north of a busy Rowan Street overpass.. It has huge grave I dr i veways made 
for maneuvering large vehicles and access to both Hillsborough Street and a west 
Rowan Street extension. \ 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The (former) Fayetteville Ice and Manufacturing 'Company, incorporated in 
l899~ waS authorized to perform a variety of functions and to provide a 'number 
of services, the primary ones being the manufacture of ice and the sale of coal. 
The company's main plant, constructed by 1908~ the second in its history and the 
largest in Fayetteville, is a complex consisting mainly of the ice-making 
facility with engine, freezing, and ice storage rooms, a 'frame wagon and auto 
shed, and an engineer's house. Still functioning and employing the original 
ice-making process, the ice plant illustrates the type of industrial complex 
built local).;y to offer services and ,products essential to the heating and 
cooling needs'of the north-south rail transportation network and to facilitate 
comfortable living in late nineteenth/early twentieth century Fayetteville. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

A. The p I an temp I oy s an ice-making process and creates produc ts that were in 
widespread use at the time that the plant was established, before the advent 
of modern electrical appliances, refrigeration,and cooling systems. The 
loc~l ice plant was essential to comfortable living around the 

'turn -of-the-century. 

C. The complex is comprised of a brick plant with engine, freezing, and storage 
rooms served by multiple railroad tracks to the east, an engineer's house, a 
wagon and auto shed, and spacious grounds with wide gravel driveways. All 

_ of these are necessary component parts of an ice manufacturing concern. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

lIe Ice forma I on 
16 It however, n uninco or ted 
st te The ice f ctory was organ as 1879 and for some 
time between the years 1891 and 1896 stood on the northwest corner of Donaldson 
and Mumford (now Russell) treets. 2 It was expanded considerably on the site to 
include a condenser ice machine, freezing tanks, and related equipment .. 3 The 
growth and incorporation were directly related to the demand for the ice 
company's products. 

The site was soon outgrown. Parcels of land for a new plant were purchased 
by the Fayet teville Ice and Manufacturing Company as ~arly as 1906 .. 4 By 1908, 
the new location at Rowan and Hillsborough streets was firmly established and 
the ice-making equipment in operation. 5 The plant site was much more spacious 
than the earlier one, which by 1908 had been taken over by Davis Grain Provision 
Company.6 

Besides manufacturing ice to sellon the wholesale and retail levels, the 
company was authorized to stock building supplies such as wood, lime, cement, 
hair, and plaster; purchase food and dry goods; operate mills (including saw 
mills); and buy and sell naval stores and farm products. 7 Services were indeed 
expanded at the new Hillsborough/Rowan Street location; for example, coal was 
added to the inventory.8 The sale of ice and coal seemed to have been the 
primary activities with wood-sawing and other operations secondary. 

During ;he first three decades of the twentieth century, the company 
experienced growth as it worked to serve the heating and cooling needs of 
Fayetteville residents. The most dramatic changes to the physical plant 
occurred between the first and second decades when storage, freezing, and engine 
rooms were expanded. 9 Increase of capital stock occurred at least once in each 
decade. IO In the 1920s, a Carolina Ice Cream Company also operated out of the 
plant. 11 

Customers included local and out-of-town homeowners and businesses. 
Deliveries were made by insulated mule team wagons and later by truck. Two 
major customers--the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and the Fruit Growers 
Express--came right up to the back door. Boxcars and refrigerator cars were 
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iced down from a long icing platform that ran between the plant and a vast 
series of railroad tracks to the east. Frederic Dixon, whose father, A.E. Dixon 
was closely associated with the property in administrative and managerial 
capacities, remembers working through the night to ice cantaloupe cars and the 
Florida fruit trains. H~ recalls that trains waited on the tracks between Rowan 
and Moore streets while up to fifty men worked f~riously to keep the valuable, 
perishable cargo on ice. 12 

In 1928, operations were taken over by the Eastern Carolina Service Company 
which continued to manufacture ice and ice cream. 13 Their period of ownership 
was short-lived, for the company went bankrupt and the plant operated under 
receivership until 1931 when it was sold outright to the Carolina Ice Company.14 

The new company underwent a name change to Colonial Ice Company (also Colonial 
Industries Inc.), a name by which it operated for several decades. 1S This 
accounts for the numerous "Colonial Ice Company" signs which still adorn the 
building and' the popular name by which it is known locally. 

The present history of the building began with the sale of the plant by the 
Colonial Ice Company td Lalon L. Barnes, Jr., in 1978. 16 He currently holds 
title to the property and operates what is now called the "Home Ice Company". 
Employees include general workers (ice-makers, dock-loaders, and office help), a 
plant manager, and an engineer. 17 

Ice is s till made much the way that it was earlier in the century and the 
same equipment, save the steam turbine engines, is used. Power from electric 
generators is produced in the south end engine room. This activated ammonia 
compressors which in turn transfer gasses through a closed sys tem of pipes to 
the freezing or tank room. In the freezing room are two tanks with 432 each or 
a total of 864 below floor-level hatches which hold containers of water. A 
brine solution, which is cooled by means of compressed ammonia beneath, 
circulates around the containers and causes the water in the hatches to free ze. 
After forty to forty-eight hours has lapsed, frozen blocks of ice are removed 
from the hatches by means of a rolling crossbar and pulley. The blocks are 
was hed, slid through chutes into a storage room and kept until sold whole or in 
'pieces. The only major change in the ice-making process is that electric 
engl.nes were substituted for steam turbines (York Manufacturing Company Steam 
operated ice making engines) in the 1930s to generate power for the ammonia 
compressors. New refrigerators, bay§ing equipment, and conveyors have been 
added to make the process more efficient. 

In the tradition of the early ice company, the plant engineer still lives 
on the premises. The engineer's cottage predates the turn of the century and 
was probably adapted to house the caretaker and his family. The current 
engineer is Clarence Par,nell who is self-trained. He has overseen operations at 
the former Fayetteville Ice and Manufacturing Company for twenty-five years, as 
well as operations at other area ice plants. Parnell and his wife have raised a 
large family in the engineer's home, and comment freely on their life there as 
well as changes that have taken place over the years in local ice business. 19 
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The plant operates on a smaller scale today S1nce the advent of modern 
refrigeration for industrial and domestic use, and customers include 
slaughterhouses, butchers, and sportsmen. Still, the plant continues to employ 
a process which exists virtually unchanged since ~900. 
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