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The Paschal-Womble House, sited on a large lot on Main Street in Goldston, 
is a typical, traditional two-story, three bay frame dwelling dating from 1889. 
Additions to one side and the rear of this triple gable house enlarged it to its 
present size in the late 19th century. The house rests on a solid brick foundation, 
a modern replacement of the original brick pier foundation. Single shoulder brick 
exterior chimneys are found on one gable end and at the rear of the main block 
of the house. The front porch has a flat roof supported by chamfered posts placed 
in sets of three on the front corners. Sawnwork brackets complete the decoration 
of the porch, which shelters a double door main entry with a three pane transom. 
The upper two-thirds of each door is glazed with a rounded arch frame; paneling 
below exhibits fluted detail. The main facade and gable ends of the house have four
over-four sash contained in simple surrounds with a slightly projecting lip above 
each lintel. Repeating this same basic surround treatment, the facade's second 
floor central bay features a double window with a flat arched lintel which compli
ments the central gable interruption. This central gable contains a diamond-shaped 
vent. 

The main block of the interior of the house follows a central-hall plan, one 
room deep. The walls, once sheathed with flush horizontal boards, are now covered 
with sheetrock throughout. Door and window frames are simple molded ones; some 
raised panel doors occur on the interior of the house. The two main rooms on the 
first floor have simple but attractive mantels with raised panels of varying shape 
and sophistication. Second floor mantels are very plain and exhibit cut-out design 
in the pilasters flanking the fireplace openings. Rising from the front of the main 
entry hall, the enclosed string stair begins with a turned newel set on a rectangular 
base and topped with a ball. Slender balusters of a spindle design support a flat, 
molded handrail. The newel at the top of the stairs is a smaller version of the 
finst floor newel. The handrail and balusters carry around the stair opening in 
the second floor hall. A good deal of original hardwaIB and furnishings remain 
in the house. 

To the rear of the house is a later wing addition containing the kitchen, dining 
room, and an enclosed porch. Three simple frame outbuildings are located to the 
rear of the house. A smokehouse and wellhouse are contemporary with the main house. 
Also present is a small garage, or carriage house, which may also be contemporary 
with the house. 

Some Eodern alterations have been Eade to both the interior and exterior of this 
property-. The front porch-, thougn_ a replacement" is a close approximation of the 
original and is evidence of the f~ily's dedication to retaining the original simple 

charm and character of the Paschall-Womble House. 



_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
--X- 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ archeology-historic 
__ agriculture 
-X- architecture 
__ art 
--XX commerce 
__ communications 

Specific dates 1889 

lanas~:ac.e architecture __ rll!.lininn 

__ conservation 
__ economics 
__ education 

__ law 
__ literature 
__ military 
__ music 

~xl .. lnlr;;tiinn/~~,HI~:lml~nt __ philosophy 
__ industry 
__ invention 

__ politics/government 

Builder! Architect Unknown 

__ science 

__ social/ 
humanitarian 

__ theater 
__ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Statement of :5U:llI1InCanCe (in one oarra«:!III"aloll1i 

Located on a large lot in the small Chatham County town of Goldston, the Paschal
Womble House is a local landmark and reminder of the early development of this Piedmont 
town. The house was constructed in ~889 for Loton Franklin Paschal, an early town 
leader and prominent merchant who operated one of the town's first general merchandise/ 
hardware stores. Paschal was also involved with commercial ventures in other nearby 
towns. ' The house is characteristic of popular vernacular building styles of the late 
19th century, exhibiting a typical, two-story triple gable roof configuration.. The 
house has continued to be owned by descendants of the builder. 

Criteria Assessment: 

A. The property is associated with the early development of Goldston, which grew into 
a trading center as a result of the coming of the railroad to Chatham County. The 
railroad played a major role in the development of North Carolinds overall economy 
and transportation system. 

B. The property is associated with Loton Franklin Paschal, a prominent local merchant 
whose hardware business was one of the town's early commercial establishments. 

C. The house embodies the typical form, plan, and construction techniques of the'ver
nacular traditions of house construction of the late 19th century. The two-story 
triple-gable roof main block with center-hall plan, one room deep, is a dominant 
vernacular house type in North Carolina. 

D. The property may be likely to yield information important in local history. 



The Paschal-Womble H.ouse is located in the small western Chatham County town of 
Goldston. The house was built by Loton Franklin Paschal in the late l880s. It has 
been owned by descendants of the builder since that time. 

L. F. Paschal was born in Chatham County in October of 1851, the son of Richard 
Bray Paschal (1820-1871) and Matilda Smith Paschal (1823-1922). Richard Paschal was 
sheriff of Chatham County from 1854 until 1865. In the latter year he was elected to 
the North Carolina House of Representatives while in 1866 he was elected to the North 
Carolina Senate. 

Loton Paschal married Sallie Faust in October of 1880. Shortly thereafter he moved 
to Goldston and went into business with T. M. Bynum. Goldston, although not incorporated 
until 1907, sprang up in the early l880s following the establishment of the Fayetteville 
and Yadkin Valley Railroad line through the area. The town became a trade center of 
southwestern Chatham County. Bynum and Paschal's firm was a general merchandise store, 
specializing in hardware. They also owned a warehouse in Goldston. Following Bynum's 
death in the late l890s Paschal was in business with his brother John Taylor Paschal 
(1848-1924). John Paschal served one term (1887) in the North Carolina General Assembly, 
was Chatham County Register of Deeds from 1892 until 1900, was a_longitime member of the 
board of education, and was a postmaster. l 

In 1905, following the eath of his first wife, Paschal married a widow, Mrs. George 
Brooks. Subsequently Paschal purchased a half interest in the mercantile firm of Webster, 
Peoples and Company and moved to Siler City, the firm becoming Webster-Paschal. Paschal 
lived in Siler City until his death in February of 1916. 2 

Paschal and his first wife had two daugthers Irene and Emma. Irene died young leaving 
Emmas as the heir of her father's Goldston house. Emma Paschal married Marvin Womble in 

, 1904 and they apparently lived in the Goldston house from the time of their marriage. 3 

Marvin Womble was associated with a number of Goldston businesses, including the 
firm of his father-in-law and the Miller Heating and Air Conditioning Co., for whom he 
was a bookkeeper. Womble was a Goldston town commissioner in 1940 and 1941. Mrs. Womble 
was best known for her work in the Goldston Methodist Church, a church in which her father 
founded Goldston's first Sunday school. Mrs. Womble was church pianist from 1897 until 
her death, taught Sunday school, and was a member of the Woman's Missionary Society. She 
was also an active member of several Goldston civic organizations, including the Goldston 
Garden Club. 4 

Emma Womble died in 1955. Marvin Womble remarried Pauline Watson. Marvin and Emma 
Womble had two children Sarah (born 1905) and Linda (born 1911). Marvin Womble had no 
children by his second marriage. Following the death of Marvin Womble in 1966 the house 
became the property of Linda and her husband Emile Hodge, a Greensboro manufacturers 
representative. The Hodges never lived in the house as a full time residence. Since 
1966 Lucille Murchison, a former maid of the family has occupied the house. The Hodges 
have kept the house and 3rounds in good repair. Mrs. Hodge ,is now deceased, and Mr. 
Hodge is the sole owner. 

The Paschal-Womble House is locally significant, primarily due to its association 
with Laton' Franklin Paschal, one of the early leaders of Goldston. The importance of 
the house is enchanced by its continuous ownership by descendants of the builder. 
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The structure, of course, is closely related to the surrounding environment. Arch
aeological remains, such as trash pits, wells, and structural remains, which may be 
present, can provide information valuable to the understanding and interpretation of the 
structure. Information concerning use patterns, social standing, and mobility, as well 
as structural details are often only evident in the archaeological record. Therefore, 
archaeological remains may well be an important component of the significance of the t 

structure. At this time no investigation has been done to discover these remains, but 
it is probable that they exist, and this should be considered in any development of the 
property. 
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1916; Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900, Chatham County, North Carolina, Popula
tion Schedule: Wade Hampton Hadley, Doris Greech Horton. and Nell Craig Strowd, 'Chatham 
County, l77l~197l (Durham: Moore Publishing Company, second edition, 1976), 243-244, 
438-440, hereinafter cited as Hadley and others, 'Chatham County; Levi Branson (ed.), 
North Carolina Business 'Directory, 1890, p. 175; 1896, p. 180. 

2Siler City Grit, February 16, 1916; Telephone interview with Mr. Emile Hodge, 
November 22, 1983, notes in file, hereinafter cited as Hodge interview. 

3Hodge interview; Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910, Chatham County, 
North Carolina, Population Schedule; Chatham County Will Book G, p. 491. 

4 Hodge interview; News and'Obsetver (Raleigh)~ March 3~ 1955; September 10, 1966; 
Hadley and others,Chatham'Cdtinty, 439. 

5 Hodge interviw. 
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