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Located on what was sometimes referred to as the "main street" or the Main 
Salisbury Road, the Lewis Freeman House grew from a one-story two-bay frame dwel ling 
into a ~hree-bay late-nineteenth century cottage with a projecting wing and 
a sawn-work porch. Standing today behind the cover of a variety of old trees 
and shrubs, the original two-bay core of the Freeman House is trimmed with a box 
cornice and is surmounted by a gable roof with flat rake boards. The windows 
of this early section have been enlarged and now contain two-over-two sash set 
into late-nineteenth century architraves. 

An early one-room addition with a slightly lower roof and exterior end 
~himney ~~s {~~il~~onto~th~ ~~~~,~~~~ ~~ t~e,e~r1Y<~~G~. T~e ~d~~~ion :of~h~s ~qom_ 
IS apparent In the attic where the weatherboards of the ,early gable function ,as, 

. , " i-o • " .. ,~ • • ). ., : • ,'.' • I. r ,) I' • t '. ~. I ' , . . . •• 

the east wall ot'the late~ st~ucture., On tbe west side of ,the addition the chimney, 
J • I ~ ~ ." ~: ~) . : , l' . . ' .' I • • I I l ' I .' I . 

nota~le fo~ i ~~ st~he,_a~l~ ~lay ~~s1' an9'bri~~.:nE1Sk, isfla~k,ed Oil t~e ,fi rs~ flqor 
by nlne-over-slx sash Windows set Intq ~atE~nlneteenth century architraves. A 

.: '. ' . I .. ,',' .' '. I' '. \'.,'. I , 

four paneli,ght cuts,thE~'gable which is s~adowed by the eff set stack of the" 
, "I :" J" ,," " , , ,'.' ," ' ' " "", I .• 

chimney ~nd finished'wlih flat rake boa~ds. The pitch of this gable roof was 
~ ~. 1. I' ." ., f , ••• 

altered to accomodate a room to the rear. 

In the 1890s.a one-bay projecting wing with a gable roof was added to the west 
side of the facade. This addition wa~' accented by a raking cornice with returning 
eaves and created an irregular plan more in keeping with the contemporary taste 
of the Queen Anne style. A shed-roof porch with turned posts, and sawn detail ing 
was extended from the projecting wing across the early front. The use of a sawn 
pendant border and foliated brackets 1 inks this detail ing with the Pittsboro mil 1 
yard af Bennett Nooe, Jr. Similar motifs were used on the porches of the Terry
Hayes House, 309 Hi llsboro Street and the house at 100 Smal·l Street. The present 
owner has recently added a cross-gable wing to the rear. This ellis not apparent from 
the street and is quite sympathetic to the original design. 

The interior of the Lewis Freeman House bears evidence of its many alternations. 
The narrow central hall, with its enclosed staircase leading from the rear 
to the attic, is an obvious addition to the original one-room plan. Little 
trace of this earl iest interior remains. Although it has seen considerable 
change during the, la~e-nineteenth a~d t~entie~hcenturies the early annex 
displays ~'~heathed 'cetl tng, ~nd both board and batten and six-panel doors. 
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Built sometime between l8~l when Lewis Freeman b~gan his acqusitiqn oftovin 
property and 1837 when he is known to have resided there, the l,..ewis Freeman 
House-was the home of Pittsboro's most sucessful early black settler. Augmented 
over the years with three major additions, the original on~-room structure 
represents the modest home of a free Negro in Pittsboro before t~e town's fi rst 
pe rio d 0 f sub s tan t i a 1 9 r 0\'\1 t h in the, 1 830 s . D uri n 9 the 1850 s the h 0 use was the 
boyhood ~ome of D~ Matthlas M. Marshall, the son of a Pittsboro, cabinetmaker and 
for thirty-three years the rector of Christ Chur.ch in Raleigh. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

A. The Lewis Freeman House provides a valuable insight into the character of the 
early nineteenth century tc,wn of Pittsboro'\-,hicl,l provided ecor:omicopportunity 
for free Negro settlers before the area's expElnsTon'ih'the' 1830s ... 

B. The'house is associated with the 1 ife of Lewis Freeman, a free Negro who 
from 1811 to 1837 acqui red sixteen town lots and who must be con~;idered one 
of the town's important early landholders. During the l850s the house was 
the boyhood home of Dr .. Matthias M. Marshall, the son of a Pittsboro cabinet
maker and for thirty-three years the rector of Raleigh's prestigious Christ 
Chu rch. 

C. The Lewis Freeman House is one of only four buildings in the town of Pittsboro 
which dates from the earl iest period of settlement. This modest dwel ling 
which began as a one-room structure is typical of the elemental house-type 
used along North Carolina~ frontier and s~rves as an invaluable part of the 
town's important cross-section of nineteenth-century bui ldings. 



HISTORICAL Bt\CKGROUND 

Bui lt sometime between 1811 when Lewis Freeman began his acquisition of town 
property and 1837 when he is known to have resided there, the Lewis Freeman 
Hou5e was the home of Pittsboro's most successful early b~ack settler and is one 
of three surviving dwellings owned by ordinary citizens 'during the town's initial 
period of settlement. 1 This modest dwel 1ing,whi.ch began as a one-room structure 
is an invaluable part of the town's important cross-section of early nineteenth-

J 

century buildings and serves as a rare historical rec0rd of early town life. 
The single-room form was the common, elemental house-type used by thE: frontier 
settlers "as trey pushed their way across North Carolina. 2 Building practices were 
slow to change and this basic house plan persisted in the developing towns. 

Very 1 ittle is known of the life and people of the town of Pittsboro in' the early 
years before the area's first important period of development in tre 1830s. The 
absence of tax records, to\tin commissioners) records, church records, newspapers, 
and maps has done much to hinder the study of the tcwn during this period of 
initial settlement. Records have traced the arrival of several wealthy fami lies 
from the coast who established summer homes and even permanent residences in the 
outlying country side but very little is known of the peop!~,\1,l)p inhabited the 
town of Pittsboro. A few prominent town leaders such as Patrick St. Lawrence, who 
established an inn on, ~he courthouse square, have maintained a level of rec<;>gr.ition 
but most have not. There was, however, life and a considerable amount of bui Iding 
activity, in Pittsboro'during this period. Th65'only surviving county 1:ax"li5t whicn 
includes the town reveals that of the 125 lots in the original plan, twenty-one were 
imprcved in 1815. 3 The number of buildings in the town probably did not change very 
much until the growth of the 1830s. The Lewis Freeman House is one of only four 
bui ldings in the present town which d~tes from this earl iest period of settlement 
and it provides a rare gl impse into the life of one of Pittsboro's common citizens. 

A glance today at Pittsboro's quiet residential streets completely misses the rugged 
frontier spirt of t~is piedmont town during the beginning of the nineteenth century. 
There developed) concurrent with the town's establishmens a democratic character 
which was bred out of sheer necessity. The tradespeople who were drawn to this 
rural outpost had tc rely on each other for help and a sense of community. Even 
the more socially' prominent settlers from the coast were compelled to accept the 
new order of the :nterior. Pittsboro's town records corroborate the historical 
evidence that free Negroes played an important role in the early nineteenth century 
development of many North Carolina towns. Prior to 1830 manumission was a fairlyl 
common practice anc although restrained by certain legal restrictions, the 
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free Negroes had definite rights. Ownership, transfer and descent of property were 
among the most important of these prerogatives. While most free Negroes were 
farmers, many were drawn to town life. Lewis Freeman like so many other 
industrious settlers saw an amount of opportunity in the early town of Pittsboro anc 
he established himself by investing in real estate. Freeman's trade is unknown 
but as early as 1811 he had acquired four town lots and the 1815 tax list credited 
him with two more. 4 

The 1815 tax list for Chatham County also revealed that one of Freeman's lots was 
improved. Whi Ie in some areas of North Carolina which were especially influenced by 
the English tradition of constructio~a sixteen by sixteen foot ~quare building 
qualified as an improvement, area records suggest that Pittsboro deviated from this 
pattern. Perhaps influenced by thE. early Scotch-Irish and German settlers, one set 
of town regulations required a structure at least "twenty feet long, sixteen feet 
wide, and ten feet pitch."5 It can not be said with any certainty that the Lewis 
Freeman House was the improvement mentioned in 1815. However, by 1837 the four acre 
block on West Salisbury Street was clearly described as lithe Lot on which said 
Lewis Freeman now lives & embracing the whole square with the exception of the 
Tanyard Lot."6 It was here that Lewis Freeman) who was described in the 1830 federal 
census as a free Negro between fifty and sixty years old)1 ived with his wife and his 
two ch i 1 dren~ 7 

Wh i 1 e Freeman seems' to heive been a man of some re I at i ve means it is not un 1 ikE' I y that he 
would have lived in a one-room house during these early years of the town's 
development. Two other of Pittsboro's earl iest houses from this period appear to 
have developed frc·m a one-room plan. In fact one of these homes, the Womack-Brower 
House, was the tanner's residence next door to Lewis Freeman. The one-room house 
has been identified as the most commonly employed structure along the state's 
frontier. 8 Heated by one exterior end chimney, the house generally contained a small 
second-story loft reached by a ladder or boxed-in staircase. Because the bui lding 
tradition was slolti to change this pioneer-oriented housE+-type continued to be 
built in thE: early tcwns. Here, after the initial settlement, the one-room house 
was often converted into an out building or, as in the case of the Lewis Freeman 
House, was encased in additions. 9 In fact the buildings earliest addition may even 
date from Freeman's ownership. 

At the time of his death in 1843, Lewis Freeman left his wife Creecy their residence, 
sixtee~ town lots, twenty acres of land in the county, a cow, a horse and both 
household anc kitchen furniture. It would appear that Creecy Freeman died shortly 
after her husband and under thE: provisions of Lewis Freeman's will the property was 
then left to John Thompson. 10 John Thompson appeared in the 1850 census as a 
white farmer with a wife and two school-age children who lived outside the town of 
Pittsboro. 11 The executor of Lewis Freeman's wil I, Thompson also owned land a 'joining 
Freeman's twenty acres in the county.12 Why Freeman's land was left to Thompson 
and not Lewis Freeman's son Waller is not known. 13 
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The 1850 census also provides an interesting look at the charcter of the neighborhood 
along Salisbury Street. The area was inhabited by a number of tradesmen, including 
a tailor, a brickmason and two shoemakers, who owned or rented their modest homes. 
The: Lewis Freemen House was rented by a thirty-eight year old cabinet-maker named 
Abel Marshcill. l Marshall, his wife Delana and their two sons Matthias and John 
resided here and establ ished a strong family connection with the small house. It 
is not known whether the Marshalls continued to inhabit the house after 1855 when 
John Thompson sold the property to Thomas S. Yarbro. 15 Four years after the sale/ 
the title was transferred from Yarbro td John T. Mallory, a local barkeeper. 1b 

In 1861 fol lowing the death of her husband) Delana Marshall married a cabinetmaker 
by the name of Green Brewer and the couple had two chi Idren, Wi 1 liam Thomas and 
Laura Hanks. 17 The chain of title for the Freeman House is unclear between 1859 
and 1872 when the property was sold by O. S. Poe, one of Pittsboro's most prominent 
merchcints/to thE: Reverend Matthias Murray Marshall (1841-1912) the son of Abel and 
De1ana Marshal1. 18 

Matthias Marshall was born in Pittsboro and following his early education in the 
local sch06's9 he spent three years (1858-61) at Trinity College in Hartford, 
Connecticut.! When the Civil War started he returned home and joined t~e 
Confederate army. 111 health, however, forced his resignation and he entered the 
University of North, Carolina where he developed his background in religious studies. 
In 1863 fo1 lowing his graduation) Marshall was ordained deacon at St. Bartholomew's 
Church in Pittsboro. The young clergyman then returned to the war as Chaplain of 
the Seventh North Carolina Regiment and later served as Hospital Chaplain at Kittrell. 
In 1865 Marshall became an ordained Episcopal minister and fol lowing his service in 
several North Carol ina churches, including Emmanuel Church in Warrenton, he was 
presented with the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity by the College of Wi lliam 
and Mary in 1874. That same year Dr. Marshal 1 was appointed the fifth rector 
of Raleigh's prestigious Christ Church. Known as a conservative churchman, Dr. 
Marshall, nonetheless, was a strong advocate of free pews and it was under his 
guidance that such a policy was carried out at Christ Church. In 1906 following 
several intervals of i11nessJ Marsha11 concluded his duties as rector and in 1912 
he died and was buried at Raleigh's Oakwood Cemetery. 

It would seem that Marshall's purchase of his boyhood home in Pittsboro was intended 
for thE benefit of his mother and her family. Indeed the 1880 census indicated 
that Delana Marshall Brewer and her husband Green Brewer resided in the neighborhood. 20 

By 1900 Green Brewer had died and his daughter Lau,ra Hanks had married Joseph E. Morgan, 
the printer at the Chatham Record. The young couple and their chi Idren resided in the 
house and were probably responsible for bui 1ding the projecting wing and late
ninet~enth century porc~. The census su~¥ests that Delana Brewer, then seventy-eight, 
occupied a separate residence next door. In 1906 the title nf the property was 
transferred from Dr. Marshal 1 to his half sister Laura Morgan. 22 Until her death in 
1942 Laura Morgan resided in the house and fo1 lowing this date ~t became the home of 
;1er son Thomas D. Morgan, the cashier at the Bank of Pittsboro. 3 When Thomas Morgan 
uied in 1973, his wife Mariam Chapin Morgan continued to reside in the dwelling 
unti 1 her death in 1979. 24 In 1980 the house was ~urchased by Jane Pyle who 
operates a small printing company out of her home. 5 Miss Pyle has undertaken a 

sympathetic restoration of the house. 

'1 
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