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Cadmus N. Bray House
Chatham County, NC

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The 1906 Cadmus N. Bray House is an elegant Queen
Anne/Colonial Revival-style frame residence located immediately
west of Siler City's historic commercial district in Chatham
County. One of the first residential areas to be developed in
Siler City, this once exclusive neighborhood currently comprises
a mix of single family residential homes along with several
commercial buildings. Surrounded by mature oak, pecan, pine, and
magnolia trees, the house sits on a large corner lot facing
south. Along the driveway north of the house are three small
outbuildings: a frame storage shed/smokehouse, a brick garage,
and a small log structure. The rear property extends the leng~~
of the block to East Third Street.
Constructed in 1906 by local builder, J. W. Turner, the main
block of the house is a two-and-one-half-story, irregularlymassed frame dwelling with multiple bay projections covered by a
steeply pitched and cross-gabled hipped roof surmounted by a
square frame balustrade. Decorative elements evident in the
pented cross gables crowning the intersecting bays of the house
include gable shingling, bargeboard, and roof line crockets. 1he
original standing-seam metal roof of the main block of the house
has been replaced with shingles. The house is served by three
internal brick corbelled chimneys.
A concrete walkway leads from a sidewalk on East Second
Street up three steps to the main entrance. The half-glass door
includes a carved decorative panel and is surmounted by a onelight transom. The first level of the facade is sheltered by a
hipped-roof wrap-around porch. Graceful Ionic porch columns
raised by rusticated stone piers support the porch roof. Early
documentary photographs depict a turned balustrade linking the
stone piers (SHPO files). A gabled intersection in the seamed
tin porch roof above the main entry door is embellished with a
cross-timbered pattern and is crowned by an ornamental crocket.
The main entrance is located off-center at the termination
of an angled bay which defines the western edge of the front
facade. A one-over-one sash window is centered on both the first
and second levels of the angled bay. The second--level bay window
is crowned with sawn gableboards joined by a drop pendant. To
the east of the main entrance is a projecting two-level bay with
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matching paired one-over-one sash windows on each level. A small
square window is centered in the shingled gable above the bay.
The porch wraps around to the east elevation and terminates
at a later-added porte-cochere supported by Ionic columns. A
two-story projecting three-sided central bay on the east facade
is crowned by a pented gable similar to that of the front facade.
One-over-one sash windows are .set within each side of the second
level of the bay_ The window angled to the front of the house is
embellished in similar fashion to that of the west facade.
Extending from the northeast corner of the main block of the
house is a t~o-story kitchen/bedroo~ ell. The eight original
four-over-four sash windows of the ell have been replaced by oneover-one sash windows. A small square window is centered in the
middle of the pented gable on the north end. ml enclosed
sleeping porch with multiple four-over-follr sash windows and a
shed roof is attached to the west side of the ell.
The west elevation features a projecting two-story bay
topped with a pented gable similar to those on the remaining
facades. Double one-over-one s3sh windows are positioned on each
level behind the bay and also on the second level of the bay. A
one-story polygonal bay attached to the west facade features oneover-one double-hung sash windows in each side, while the roof is
surmounted by a cross-braced balustrade.
The interior of the house follows a variation of the centerhall plan that was persistently popular in Chatham County at the
turn of the twentieth century. The main entrance off the front
porch leads to a central hallway which is embellished with a
beaded spindlework frieze at the stair opening. Original plaster
walls remain above original beadboard wainscoting. The stair is
a semi-enclosed straight-flight run. Wainscoting continues along
the stair wall to the second floor. A delicately-turned stair
balustrade terminates in a robust turned newel. A segmental arch
spans the second-floor stair hall ceiling.
Period woodwork throughout the interior includes fluted door
and window surrounds joined by a plinth-like base at the lower
corners and a bull's-eye corner block at the upper corners. The
original mantels in both the east and west first-floor parlors
feature Ionic colonettes resting on plinth bases, mirrored
overmantels, shelves supported by heavy brackets, and ceramic
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brick fire surrounds.
The original tongue-and-groove four-inchwide oak floorboards, six-inch-high molded baseboards, and
beadboard ceilings remain throughout.

Outbuildings
1.

Storage Shed/Smokehouse, c. 1906, contributing outbuilding

A frame gable-front storage shed or smokehouse is located
behind and north of the house.
The shed is sheathed with
weatherboard and has a central door.
The building is covered
with a standing-seam metal roof. A shed addition is attached to
the west side.
2.

Garage, c. 1940, non-contributing outbuilding

A gable-end brick garage with an attached washhouse is
situated west of the storage shed.
The building has a hipped
roof and an exterior-end chimney.
Two entrances are situated on
either side of the chinmey.
The building is in a deteriorated
condition and the present owner plans on removing it.
3.

Log outbuilding, c. 1906, contributing outbuilding

A gable-end one-room log house is located west of the
garage.
The building employs saddleback notching and is covered
with a standing-seam metal roof.
It has been reported that the
log house was built to provide shelter for a servant of the Bray
family (interview with Jim Jones, current owner) .

Site
1.

Barn foundation,

c. 1906, non-contributing site.

The stone foundation of a barn is visible behind the
outbuildings.
The barn was originally used to shelter a cow
owned by the Bray family.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1906 Cadmus N. Bray House, a two-and-a-half-story Queen
Anne/Colonial Revival residence, was built for Siler City
businessman and town mayor, Cadmus (Cad) N. Bray, during the
early twentieth century. Bray contributed to the industrial
development of Siler City, running a profitable brick yard which
supplied bricks for several early buildings in the town. He
served as mayor from 1905 to 1909 and also in 1937. He was
instrumental in establishing the first public electric power and
telephone company in Siler City.
John W. Turner, a local builder, constructed the house for
Cad Bray, and it remains a nearly unaltered representative of
early-twentieth-century architectural preferences in a small
North Carolina rail town. This imposing horne follows turn-ofthe-twentieth-century architectural fashion.
Its transitional
design, which mixed the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles,
was the inspiration for two later notable dwellings in Siler City
constructed by the same builder for two of Bray's relatives: the
1912 Robert W. Dark House and the nearby N. B. Bray House, built
in 1911 on East Second Street.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Cadmus (Cad) Nathanial Bray, son of Jasper N. Bray and
Henrietta Bridges, was born in Chatham County on June 16, 1872.
He married Susan Eulalia Jordan in Siler City on October 11,
1907. Eulalia, also a native of Chatham County, was born on
September 2, 1882, the daughter of Adolphus C. J'ordan and Callie
Matthews (Chatham County Vital Statistics). Cad Bray carne of age
at a time when Siler City's economy was beginning to prosper.
The town had grown from a rural crossroad and stage coach stop in
the early nineteenth century to a thriving community by the
1880s.
Initially known as Matthews Crossroad, the name was changed
to Energy in 1880 when a new post office was established. The
Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railway completed a track from
Sanford to Greensboro and began regular train service between
those points on April 16, 1884. A local depot was built that
same year, and the community became known as Siler Station, after
Samuel Siler, who donated the land on which it was located. In
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1886, the name of the town was changed to Siler City (Hadley, etc
aI, p. 211).
A period of growth which was to produce Chatham County's
largest town was underway. The town streets and lots were laid
out in 1884 and two mercantile houses were opened. An act to
incorporate Siler City in Chatham County was ratified on March 7,
1887. By 1890 the population,of Siler City had grown to 254.
Businesses in the town included several general merchandise and
produce companies, a hotel, several livery stables and
blacksmiths, a physician, a tan yard, a saw and planing mill, a
photographer, a cotton gin, a shoe shop, a dry goods and
millinery shop, and a general merchandise and harness shop
(Hadley, et. al., p. 212, 216-17).
By 1900, Siler City's population had increased to 440. The
first ten years of the twentieth century marked the emergence of
several important industries, including the establishment of the
Siler City Bending Company (1901), the Chatham Manufacturing
Company (1909), later incorporated as the Oval Oak Manufacturing
Company, and the Siler City Milling Company (1910).
Local
telephone service was established in 1902, the same year the
Chatham Bank opened for business. The town population again
doubled during that decade reaching 895 by 1910 (Hadley, et. al.,
p. 216-217).
Cad Bray contributed significantly to the establishment of
the town as a commercial hub within a rural county. The growth
of industry in the area and the growing numbers of settlers in
Siler City meant that the practice of opening temporary brick
yards to supply brick for specific buildings was outmoded by the
early 1900s. Cad Bray and his brother, Nicholas, filled the need
for a more efficient supplier of the material by operating a
permanent brick yard as early as 1904.
It was located one mile
west of Siler City on the south side of what is now West Raleigh
Street extension. Several of the early twentieth-century
buildings in Siler City are of brick from the Bray Brothers plant
(Hadley, p. 37).
Capitalizing on his business acumen and local renown, Bray
joined in partnership with fellow entrepreneurs, the Wrenn
brothers, who owned the area's major lumber plant. Bray later
opened a furniture store in Siler City.
In 1913, he helped
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organize the first public electric power and telephone company in
Siler City (Osborn and Selden-Sturgill, p. 143).
On August 31, 1905, while at the height of his business
success, Bray purchased a lot on the corner of Jordan Street (now
North Third Avenue) and McLean Street (now East Third Street)
(Chatham County Deed Book E-B, p. 58)
The following year, he
hired local builder, J. W. Turner, to execute an architectural
edifice which would reflect his prosperity. Turner responded by
constructing an imposing transitional Queen Anne/Colonial Revival
house. The following year, Bray moved his new bride into the
large house on the hill. The Brays raised two daughters, Berta
and Nathalia, in their new home. A log outbuildlng was
constructed in their backyard for the family servant. The
foundation of an old barn, in which the family kept a milk cow,
along with an extant smokehouse, indicate the rural natllre of the
area during the early twentieth century (interview with current
owner, James Grady) .
Upon Cad Bray's death on October 25, 1960, at the age of 88,
his wife, Eulalia, continued in residence. Upon her death on
November 2, 1981, age 99, she left the property to her two
daughters, Berta B. McMasters and Nathalia B. Thomas (Chatham
County Vital Statistics and Will File 81 E 208). The sisters,
both widows, lived in the house until 1990, when they sold the
property to James Grady Jones, Jr., and his wife, Susan Kilgore
Jones (Chatham County Deed Book 556, p. 300). The Jones have
begun rehabilitation of the house.
ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT
By the l890s the Queen Anne style had gained tremendous
popularity for both large and small houses in towns across North
Carolina. These houses exhibited irregular massing and typically
flaunted mass-produced millwork. The appearance of these houses
coincides with the height of rail travel, a mode of transport
that made building material and millwork more accessible to
builders in towns along the right of way. By the early twentieth
century, some architects and builders began grafting more
classical elements onto Queen Anne houses. This period was the
beginning of an outright rejection of what many saw as the
excesses of the picturesque Queen Anne style with its lavish
millwork and fanciful embellishments. Later, in the teens, the
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Colonial Revival took stronger hold in not only decorative
elements, but also in form.
Among Chatham County's towns, Siler City, in particular,
reflected the emergence of the fully-evolved Queen Anne and
Colonial Revival styles. By the first decade of the twentieth
century, a group of stylish residences had sprung up east of the
central business district. The 1906 Cadmus N. Bray House,
designed by John W. Turner, a popular local builder, features
design elements from both styles. While remaining primarily a
Queen Anne-style house with its asymmetrical massing, picturesque
roof line, polygonal bays, decorative gable shingling,
bargeboarding, and roofline crockets, the house exhibits Colonial
Revival features in its Ionic porch coll~ns, the shallow pediment
on the porch roof, and a porte-cochere supported by Ionic
columns.
John W. Turner (1867-1940) was an outstanding builder of
homes in Siler City during the period from 1900 to 1920, at a
time when the town's population rose dramatically from 440 to
1,253 residents. The Cadmus N. Bray House served as the model
for two later dwellings constructed by Turner for Bray's
relatives: the 1912 Robert W. Dark house and the 1911-1912
Nicholas B. Bray house. Virtually identical in plan, each house
features an asymmetrical high-hip-roof with irregular massing and
tall interior corbelled brick chimneys, recalling the preceding
Queen Anne period, while the blocklike form and pedimented wraparound porches with Tuscan columns typify the Colonial Revival
style (Osborn and Selden-Sturgill, p. 143).
Turner was also responsible for the imposing 1916 MatthewsWren House at 216 East Fourth Street. Built somewhat later than
the previously mentioned houses, the Matthews-Wren House was
executed as a more traditional Colonial Revival. The dominant
feature 'of the high-hip-roof double-pile-plan house is a twostory Neo-Classical Revival flat-roof entrance portico supported
by two pairs of massive Ionic columns. Smaller complementary
Ionic columns carry the original expansive one-story wrap-around
porch to which the portico was added. The single-leaf entrance
frames a six-panel Colonial Revival door (Osborn and SeldenSturgill, p. 144).
The interiors of these early twentieth-century houses are
generally far less elaborate than their ornate exteriors might
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suggest.
They tend to have large entrance foyers with open or
semi-enclosed staircases. The principal rooms are simply
finished with plaster walls and ceilings and simple two-part
molded door and window surrounds.
The stairs, often the most
important interior element, tend to have heavy turned or paneled
newels, turned balusters, and paneled spandrels. The woodwork is
usually of natural oak or pine stained and varnished to give the
effect of finer wood. Mantels may exhibit Colonial Revival
detailing with colonettes and mirrored overmantels.
The Cadmus N. Bray House is one of Siler City's most intact
early twentieth-century homes. While many of the former, once
glorious homes built by Siler City's prominent business leaders
have been demolished, the Cadmus N. Bray House retains nearly all
of its original elements and finishes.
Inherited by Cadmus
Brays' daughters, the home has been associated with the Bray
family throughout most of its history.
The house continues to
provide an enduring link between the prosperity of early industry
and the development of housing in this North Carolina town.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated property coincide with the
boundaries delineated for lot 8C-7192 on the accompanying Chatham
County tax map index number 8761.06.
Boundary Justification

The boundaries encompass the original plot of land on which
the house was erected given that the parcel retains its integrity
of historic setting.

~

,n

. -,. '_ !

\\

c)

J (

"

r- " "'":

.' ,_1-'''

,, ,

;J '

~

I'
\'

\

~,.,

Lr' ,".

,/

/;5*';
,."A.,' " ;r
-"

'="'~,' .'0.>:-:/'.,.'"/
~!rt
<.-X: '

~\

..

\

\

\

." ~ ;,-/'"
•.~y,.J.;;?

\

'J,..'

~,

" ..-;;

\-,
J

:.

J1'-('

-~~

.,/i\\~'(
\ ..

,-'I

\

;'

l''- " J

-~ ' \ i'

'.;':

~"

:.<:1

f

.-':.J
"j~

'~.

,i..

.

/' ,
~

J

,

'

,)

\

.

(1

I ",
•

l

"9

'Ii

- ').I

\~.)., -,'~'

'\~

"

~!

. '".,\J,

'

all

-~\ '. )C .-

(.

J1

'

'f
CADMUS BRA Y HOUSE

It~

~\
!It<~\

\\'7
/"

229 E. Second Street
Siler City, North Carolina

CHA THAM COUNTY

>,

./\

r

'~\'fC!:' :
II

,.......

10.'\~ \-\\.I

~.~.

'\" , .

-~

;~.\' ,)

\'
r'

.

1

I

'~'3:w
. (' \ .~,,,t ~" c' '
\
f" t\".~ ~
\ "¥f ~Y~... "\,"J."4 .~
.

.....

<,'

'IlL

\ _ ,\ \!\r ~

\

)..,

.,'

0.....

,I

.

, '

~r~' '''. \\Sl'~

\.

/

/',

:.\\

\,

\\'

~.

