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IT-:l Exes Ilent o Good 
CONDITION 

o Fair 

(ChdCk One) 

o D·,derior"1ted 

(Check One) 

6a Altered o Unalt~red 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEAR."NCE 

o Ruins o Unexpos",d 

The Bro~m-Gra'Jes House is a late Georgian double pile d~\Tellin2;) 

sl1..:crounde d by a number of outbuildings The hou se is a hvo -s tory frame 
structure; five bays ~vide and two deep; covered ~\Tith beaded siding. It 
Ccu'rie s a hip roof TNi th an uIldercut modillio.n cornice It surmourlts a 
full stone basement ~Iith stone partition iJlTalls A single-shoulder, stuccoed 
exterior end chimney, probably of brick, occu:rs at each side The east 
chiITL11SY re sts on a massive corbeled base) ~l1d the TtTest chimney contains a 
fireplace at the basement Ie vel Consis tent throughout is the use of nine-
over-nine sash at the first level., six-over-nine at the' second WindoTtT-
slrrrounds consist of molded architraves and plain sills, some of which 
retaLn louvered blinds 

The front (north) facade features a one-story pedimented porch coverinc 

the central three bays. The unfluted columns., deri ved from the Corinthian 
orderlATith a primitive open acanthus leaf motif, support 3..l"1 unusual entab
la ture: the 1'rie ze has a lmver band of .:11 terna ting square s . and lozenge s and 
an upper course of gougework; the cornice repeats the square and lozenge 
motif) which carries around tho pediment) as do eccentric mutules and tri-
glyphs Apparently the original porch ~vas two-story or had a fla t roof 
EJl1d gallery, for the second story center bay 't'rindoTtT HdS formerly a door. J 
'111-3 central ent~cance contains a double door wi th three raised panels per 
leaf)' surmounted. by a rectan6Ular four-light transom. The archi traiTS matchqs· 
thos8 on th8~vindows . I 

From the &1Tssternmost rear b:1Y projects a single-story fr~tme ll\ling ~\;ith 

2_ hip .r00f. A s Ll1g1e -s tory po:!:~ch cover s the remaining 1'8 aT bays and wraps 
around to cover the year bay of the east elevation TJlThere flush sheathing is 
u~iliz8d on the house 

The interior follows a center-hall plan.1 -ertTO rooms deep. The rooms 
on the east side are equal, but those on the lATest are not) the nortrn1Test 
room being larger. A simple flush IATainscot rJlri th a molded chair rail o.ccurs 
throughout) as do doors ~\Ti th six raised panels, some with graining, and 

d architraves. The only exception to this is found where a door ~fas 
converted to a ~'1TindoiAJj it has symrnetrically molded architrave Hith corner· 
blocks 

I 
The closed-string stair ascends in t~1e southoast corner of the hall in II 

t~TO flights with intervening ~Jinders-, and h~ts at the first flight) squsre 
bCl.li~tst8rs supporting a heall'J., mold'3d handrail ~'3rminating in a fluted I 

sr~Lll~T8 capped .G:H\TsI On the second floor the stair i;\Tall is bOl"md(3d Hi th a 
terned 1.3.ttic8 rail) \0/l th a simple -' molcl(3d handrail and square, 

c3_pped posts. A. ladder' stair' inlJhe north~'Test corner of th.e hall leads 
to the attic. 

On the first floor the bw east rOClTTt·] ~31:.·;tra eel. Gommon chimllaYJ each 
roeJm having a corner mantel of unusu.'1.1 dssign. are each 

I 
ha.lj~l:g ~ square op~ n~~1;S ~ :Ti:h an ~:;::1z~e r,~~8 c1_ ~ro~ setted l~8.~k~J~n~, s~rrm~;l::a d 

V,'iO 1lat panels) uL1ebd dl·3menG..::, 2,1e lJ.ax[1.f::!d by a molded C':lC.KOCl.Lld :..,nalJ 

I r"-"-' l';e:>·lea.J..h thp. m'oldCld ('nrnl'--.Cl .. ,11,:::) lIn nrr ''1~'" -T.::J·~1...l(·,')1 -~Q(!:>,-1Qd }",·-,d ..... 
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The mantel in the north1j\Test room has a segmental-arched opening 1j\Tith corre,g
ponding molded architrave surmounted by a long, ,thin horizontal flat panel 
oV8r~Thich the cornice brea..1{s out The flat board shelf appears to .have 
been added later The southTN'8st rooms on both floors lack fireplaces The 
mantels on the second floor are similar to each other and have fluted 
pilasters carrying" a tall frieze Hith end blocks beneath a dentil cornice 
and molded shelf that .breaks out over the end blocks Some feature pierced 
dentils. The one in the north"f..lrest room retains its marbleized finish 

To the rear of the house is a bN'o-room frame building said to ha V9 been 
slave quarters, Hhich is surrounded by shCl d porches and used as a ba.rn@ 
East of the house is a frame smokehouse 1j\ri th a steep gable roof and a second 
tHo-room frame building, much altered, also said to ha178 served as slave 
quarters In front of the house, set close to the road, is a small, 
rectangular frame structure Hhich 1;11as apparently an office The building, 
covered 1iV'i th ~ve2_therboards and surmounted by a gable roof J is one b.s.y r"ride 
and one deep -' and is se t on a fi.elds tone foundation \\Ti th a 1"'8 a1' ex terior 
end chimney of fieldstone and brick The gable end (eas ;.~) fa(~ad8 has a 
::o;:ixnple pediment1i\rith a flush sb.eathe.d tympanum. The 1'1at·-r.::(a.~_8led cloor and 
ni:'18 ~ov8r-nine sash side T,vindm,T3 ltri tll. louvered hlind,3 !lX'e set ~'Tithin simple 
molde d archi tTave s 

On the-) opposi te side of the Green.sboro Hoac1 fa.cing the hou,s8 is Brm,rn' s 
Stol~e) a one-story E,\lbled frame building lfiTi th a single-.shouldered stone and. 
brick chimney" boxed eaves, some beaded siding, and molded architr,3_ves 
The interi.or of the store is a single large room, ljITi th beaded flush sheathed 
O\/Talls) exposed ceiling joists, and a finely crafted ladder stair The Hell
pTe'served store- is used as an antique shop 
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The Brm'Tn-Graves House) an imposing late eighte8nth century residence 
si ted prominently on N .. C 150 (the Greensboro Road) in Locust Hill TOTJ'Tn
ship, ~Jas the original sea t of the Brmm family and the home of Calvin 
Graves, a noted nineteenth csntury CasTJ'Tell County senator) from 1843 to 
his death in 1877 The house and outbuildings, including UuO slave 
qua:cters, a smoke house, a store) and a Greek Re vi val period law office 
form an unusually well-preserved plantation complex 

The house Has built ei ther by Joh.l1 BrOTJ'Tn or his son Je thro J obn 
Brm'm migrated to Caswell County from South Carolina follo1PTing the 
Revolution, and settled at the headwaters of Country Line Greek near the I 
Virginia border because of the adaptibili ty of the soil to tobacco. By I 
17e2 BrOTJliTl o!ilmed 200 acre s in St. David I s District, ~.Jhere the -p:r'8 se.nt I 
house is locate d) and by 1788 he had iners ased his holdings to 1) 700 acr8 s 1 
By 1782 he had built a house -' for in that year he '.vas licensed to operate 
a tavern in his 1'c1v-Telling House, fl and according to county records the 
tavern '.ATaS still LYl operation in 1785. John died in late 1798 or 1799; 
survived by his 1ATife the house is not mentioned in his will 

Jethro built a nearbyhou3e in 1802, and l±'"J3d there until 1817 liTheD 
he deeded it to his newly-married son, Bedford An account book preser\md 
in the county records indicates that since 1795 Jethro had managed Brm,J11's 
store) Hhich still stands on the Greensboro Road facing the BrmJ1rn-Grav8s 
House <> The store Has a stagecoach ST,0p) and the COmmUTIl ty TN"aS knolilTn as 
BrOlivD I s Store until the 11340s t1rhen it became knm,Tn by its ,pre sent name of 
Locust Hill The account book also indicates that ,Jethro operated a 
blacksmi th I s shop and a post office here in the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century In 1810 Jethro Has licensed to keep an ordinary at I 

his house, and in the same year Bartlett Yancey> a v1TElll--knm,m CasTJ.Jell I 
County statesman) Tlvrote in 3. letter to tte Haleigh Star that one of t£~e I 
t"·TO ltSocieties in the Conn Consci tutsd for inte iTrrpro'ire.ment" ,j J! 

T'lst 3.t the tavern of Jethro Brmr£L; It i,3 probable that Jethro inherited I 
the Brm.rn-Cirave s House at his mother I s death, and ra sid3d there afte!:' 7 J 
At. h1s death in 1829 Je th:::-o TI.rille d his Ilc1Helling h~U3.9 11 and 30e acre s to I 
his 'Hifs Lucy, to revert cLt h3r death to his tbJ'e8 youngast sons, \l1jilliam, ,I 

John E ) and 'l1homas J By 1843 Thomas ,J BroTI'Tn h3.d become sole O~Tne:r of 
th3 h)U3e and acre2.ge, and it Has divided and sold" Calvin Graves and ! 

I 
Neal jointly purchased the lit,ract of la.nd at Br01i\Tn's Store 

L fOTr;~8~"'ly oii'1ned by said Broil,m on bOt,h_S_i_:~_'f_3_S_0_.;:'_·' __ t_h_e_l'Od.d II Grc1 va s 
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$5,520 for II tha t trac t of land liJhich lie s south of the main road . 
including the 11ansion House and all other house s rr :Neal paid $3,580 
for the tract north of the road including f1Bro·"n1' s Store 11 

Cal vin Grave s J Hho re sidad in the iffJIansion House II until his dea th in 
1877, is one of the most tragic political figures in North Carolina history~ 
Born in 1804 into the powerful Graves family of Casv>Jell, he 111TaS admi tted to 
the bar in 1827 and began his political caresI' in 1835 as a delegate to the 
state constitutional convention In 18L~2 and 1844 he 1j1T8.S a representative 
in the House of Commons, and in 1846 he Tl'Tas elected to the state Senate 
Fe ~va,s chosen speaker of the 1848 Senate session, but he commi tted poli tical 
suicide by casting the deciding yea vote in a tie vote on the passage of the 
North Carolina Railroad bill This bill defeated the Charlotte-Danville 
Railroad route) which ljlTaS supported Ti1farmly by Caswell County through lilThich 
it Hould pass., and made possible the North Carolina Hailroad li'Thich did not 
pass through Caswell. Graves TN"as never again elected by CasT~Tell County to 
any political office 

The heirs of Calvin Graves sold the plantation to C G. Si.ddle in 1880, 
and in leSS Siddle IS i"xacutor sold it to Charle s J Yarborough T;le plan'ta- I 
t"iun has rBmain~d "in the YarboL'ough family and is no'" owned by· I'Toodfi.n B I 

• I 

The overall form of the Brm,m -GTa 178 sHouse J a deep block ~li th a hip roof) 
O,,-.nd ,detailS such as the dantil cornice:J the double door entrance ~\Ti th transom

1

) 
the C-8orgian clo,sed-string stair and the transi tional Georgian-Federal mantel..,: 
indicate a lata eighteenth century construction date It is possible that 
this is the lfdlivelling house II standing in 1782 in 1;>Jhich John BrolpTD opera ted a 
t3,v8Cnq The front and rear porches and the lalJ'T office, of Greek Revival 
de , Here probably 3.dded by Calvin Grave s ~' , 
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STATE LlMSON:OFFfCERCERTIFICA-J ION 

As th~ des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tionoll Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-0(5), I hereby nomi~ate this property for inclusion 

in ttle "Nahonal Register a:ld cerlify that it has been 

I 
elin ~uated according to the criteria and procedu res set 

forth by tl;"" National Park Service, The recommended 

! level of significance of this nomlnation tS: 
I 
~ 

I 
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o State Local o 
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II 
II 
I National Register, 

T hereby certify that this property is included in the 

II 
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Chief, OffiCe of A.rcheology And Historic Preservation) 
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