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1. Name of Property 
historic name Miller-Cansler House 

other names/site number Miller, Adam Jr. House 

2. Location 
street&num~r N sid~ SR. 2007, 0.5.~m~i~.~E~o~f~JL·c~t~.~w~/~S~R~1~0~O~5~~~~~~~~~o_t_'_o_r~p_u_bl_ic_a_ti_o_n_ 
city, town Maiden Ii] vicinity 

state North Caro 1 ina code NC county Cat a wb a. _____ . ..::c-=od..=...::..8 __ 0_3...:,.5 ___ .....:z::..:.iz:..p-.::c:,.;:od..::::..:::.e_2_8...:,.6::....:S:.-8_ 
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G private 
[J public-local 

D public-State 
o public-Federal 

~ building(s) 

o district 
Dsi1e 
o structure 
Dobject 

Name of ielated mUltiple property listing: 
. Historic & Architectural Resources 

----c>f Catawba County, N. C . 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 

1 

Noncontributing 
2 bllildings 

___ sites 

___ structures 
___ ._ objects 

2 Total 

Number of contributing resources pievfously 
listed in the National Register 0 __ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
fB nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and m ts the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my 0 'n \ ~ t e pr~rty ~s 0 oes not meBt the National Register criteria. 0 Soo continuation .sheet. 
:' " • /1A t.,., • Aprl1 4, 1990 
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In my opinion, the pro~rty D meets D does not meet the NaHonal Registsi criteria. 0 Soo continuation shoot. I 
Signature of commenting or other official 

I State or Federal agency and bureau 
L 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

o entered in the National Register. 
o Se-e continu8tiOfl slweL 

o determinoo eligible for the National 
Register. 0 ~ continuation sheet. 

o determinoo not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I~ removed trom the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) _________ _ 

I 

Date I 
_----l 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



instructions) 

Architectural GlclSSlficstlcm 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ___ ;;.....;;..,.;;.;;..,;;;.. _____________ _ 
walls ____ ....:.;..;::...=...:=--____________ _ 

roof ________ ~~~~ ____________________ __ 
other ________ ~w~o~o~d~ ______________________ ___ 

Describe present and historic appearance. 

The Miller-Cansler House ("A" on attached Sketch Map) is a 
circa 1820 two-story frame dwelling located northwest of the town 
of Maiden in south Catawba County. With both exterior and inte
rior details remarkably well-preserved, the Miller-Cansler House 
is one of the finest Federal style farmhouses surviving in the 
county. A well-shed/dairy, possibly dating from the nineteenth 
century, and a modern frame garage accompany the house on its two 
acre lot. 

The Miller-Cansler House faces west on a slight knoll on its 
two acre site overlooking the Startown-Lincolnton Road. West of 
the front yard is a vegetable garden, north of the house is a 
pasture, and east of the house is a dairy on the adjacent proper
ty owned by Cansler descendants. The West Maiden Road runs on 
the west side of the house. Surrounding the house are large 
oaks, cedars and dogwoods. Clumps of shrubs, quince, bridal 
wreath and camellias, and perennials such as peonies, iris, 
phlox, day lilies, and Sweet William are dotted about the 
grounds. Boxwoods are found in random plantings. In the center 
of the rear drive is a willow oak underplanted with Sweet Wil
liam, pinks, iris, and other old-time flowers. 

The original portion of the mortise-and-tenon' framed 
Miller-Cansler House is three bays wide with shed-roofed porches 
on front (west) and rear (east) and a shed room across the north 
third of the rear. A two-room frame ell was added east of the 
shed room circa 1941. The house originally rested on a mortared 
stone foundation with wood slatted ventilators spaced beneath 
each window, but much of the mortared stone has been replaced 
with cinderblocks, and all but one of the wood ventilators has 
been replaced by small, rectangular storm windows. (The remain
ing original vent is located in the cellar on the east side of 
the shed room but is no longer visible from the exterior because 
ot the ell addition.) l"he house is sheathed in molded siding, 
except for the porch walls, which are flush-sheathed. The metal 
shingle covered roof has a molded rake board and boxed eaves 
decorated with Federal-style moldings. The porch roofs are 
treated in similar fashion. The end of the house has a handsome 

Q9 See continuation sheet 
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double-shoulder brick chimney laid in Flemish bond with pencilled 
joints, an eight-step heel, and mortared stone base. The north 
side of the house has an interior end brick chimney. Windows are 
symmetrically arranged, with nine-over-nine sash on the first 
story, nine-over-six sash on the second story, and four-aver-four 
sash in the attic. Windows have three-part surrounds and shal
low, molded sills. The first story windows retain their iron 
shutter pintles, although the shutters themselves are gone, and 
the second story and attic windows apparently had no shutters. 

The shed-roofed porch which extends across the entire west 
facade is largely original. The flush-boarded porch wall retains 
its molded cornice, and physical evidence suggests that there was 
once a baseboard. Porch posts are heavily chamfered, with ogee 
molded caps. What appears to be the original balustrade wraps 
around the porch, with hand rail and base rail tenoned into the 
wall and posts. The balustrade features turned balusters and a 
molded hand rail. At the center of the porch is the six-panel 
front door with four-light transom. The entrance is surrounded 
by a delicately reeded casing with plain base blocks and unusual 
square corner blocks ornamented with punched (or drilled) holes. 
The rear porch appears to have been identical to the front porch, 
but has lost its balustrade and has replacement square posts 
(while retaining the molded caps.) The rear door is identical to 
the front door. The north end of the rear porch, adjacent to the 
shed room, continues the flush sheathed wall with molded cornice. 
Its door, however, with three-light transom, five-panel door and 
flat casing, appears to be a replacement of the door or window 
originally at this location. 

The circa 1941 one-story frame ell has a brick pier 
foundation infil'ed with cinderblocks, weatherboard siding, a 
gable roof with overhanging boxed eaves, interior brick chimney, 
and irregularly-placed six-over-six sash windows. The south side 
of the ell has an engaged porch with narrow b~aded board wall and 
ceiling and slender chamfered posts. The ell porch adjoins the 
main rear porch. 

Like the exterior, the interior of the Miller-Cansler House 
is well-endowed with ~ederal-style detailing. 80th tloors are 
arranged according to a three-room plan, with two smaller rooms 
on the north side and a single, exceptionally large room 
measuring approximately twenty feet square -- on the south side. 
Ceilings are approximately eleven feet high. Although the floor
ing on the first story has been covered with linoleum or carpet, 
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the second story still exhibits the original wide board flooring. 
Walls and ceilings are flush-sheathed, and the walls between the 
molded chair rail and molded baseboard are stained (rather than 
painted) to give the impression of a wainscot. (The exception is 
the northeast room downstairs, which incorporates the shed space. 
Its walls are sheetrocked and its ceiling has been lowered and 
covered with celotex -- changes which probably occured when the 
ell was added.) The crown molding varies in the different rooms, 
suggesting that it may 'not originally have been found in all the 
rooms, or that the most prominent rooms were treated with the 
largest and most prominent crown molding. Six-panel doors remain 
intact throughout the house, many with their original hardware -
box locks, knobs, latches and strap hinges. The front door has a 
large iron bolt above its box lock. Two of the doors on the 
second floor retain sophisticated mahogany graining. I~ost doors, 
as well as windows, have three-part molded surrounds. 

Five beautiful Federal style mantels remain in the house. 
The most elaborate, as well as the most unusual, is in the large 
south room downstairs. The mantel shelf is composed of several 
layers of Federal style moldings and a reeded band and is slight
ly blocked. The frieze continues the three-part blocking, with a 
center tablet decorated by carved corner fans, and corner blocks 
decDrated by unusual scrolled console brackets. Beneath each 
bracket is an equally unusual deep U-shaped carved design. The 
firebox is surrounded by an architrave bordered by a reeded band. 
The northeast downstairs room has a corner mantel with molded 
shelf, molded band defining the lower edge of the plain' frieze, 
and fluted pilasters resting on base blocks. The corner mantel 
in the northwest downstairs room has a heavily molded shelf, 
wide-panel frieze and molded architrave around the firebox. 
Upstairs, the corner mantel in the northwest room is similar in 
design to the mantel in the room directly below it but is some
what smaller with slightly different overall proportions and some 
difference in the moldings used. The mantel in the large south 
room upstairs is similar in overall design to the mantels in the 
northwest rooms, but here the moldings of the shelf are more 
simple and the frieze panel is long and narrow and is painted to 
simulate a bluish-grey slate or marble. 

Other notable interior features of the Miller-Cansler House 
include the stairs and their associated closets. The stair to 
the second story is enclosed and is entered from the downstairs 
south room by way of a six-panel door located on the north wall 
next to the front door. The broad stai rway rises from west to 



NP""SF","""l~ 

(~ 

United St s Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

ti 
ntin 

t r f t ric 
t 

Section number _..,..;..7 __ P age _---"3'---_ 

c 

Miller-Cansler House 
Catawba N.C. 

east, and the stair risers are decorated with a painted sponge
work treatment. Beneath the east end of the stair is a closet 
with a small six-panel door opening from the northwest room. On 
the second floor, a stair rises from the southeast corner of the 
northeast room to the attic. This stair is enclosed above the 
fourth step by a six-panel door. Under this stair is a tiny 
closet enclosed by a two-panel door. In the northwest room 
upstairs, a cupboard in the southwest corner is recessed in the 
space above the main stair. This unusual feature has two sets of 
double~leaf, paneled doors, the upper set being the largest. 
Inside the cupboard are shelves. 

The attic of the Miller-Cansler House has sawn rafters with 
pegged joints. It is completely floored with wide boards. 

The cellar is entered through a small gable-roefed frame 
structure wi~h batten doors on the north side of the house, 
toward the frent. Stone steps bordered by dry-laid stone walls 
lead down to the cellar. The cellar is approximatly six to seve~ 
feet deep and has a dirt floor. It is divided into two major 
rooms, but door hinge pintles in some of the upright supports 
suggest the likelihood that the cellar was originally divided 
·into several spaces. Mortared stone walls with dirt ledges line 
the cellar, with some of the walls projecting into the rooms. 
Massive mortared stone piers and cedar poles twelve to fifteen 
inches in diameter support huge hewn joists. The northeast 
corner of the cellar is enclosed by vertical slats. Mortise 
holes in the bottom of the center beam suggest that there was 
once another partition of this type. 

The circa 1941 ell on the rear of the house consists of two 
main rooms -- dining room and kitchen -- with a small bathroom 
between the central chimney and the north wall. A five-panel 
door leads from the shed room to the dining room. Walls and 
ceiling~ are sheathed in narrow bead boarding: Doors to the ell 
porch are of glass and wood panels. 

I m me d i ate 1 y nor the as t 0 f the r~ ear e I 'j i s a f ram e we 1 1 
s~/dairy, (8, noncontributing) of unknown construction date. 
It has a sheet metal-covered gable roof, weatherboarded gables, 
and wood poles supporting the roof structure above the open well 
shed on the south side. A batten door opens to the enclosed 
dairy, with its trough running along the east side. The inside 
of the dairy is sheathed with modern paneling and the exterior is 
covered with ersatz brick. 
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Northeast of the well-shed/dairy is the modern frame garage 
CC, noncontributing) with weatherboard siding. metal-covered 
gable roof, and opening on the south side. 
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o nationally statewide 

to other properties: 

locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A 0 B 0 cOO 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 c DoD E 0 F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
ca. 1820 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

N/A 

Unknown 

Significant Dates 
ca. 1820 

State significance of property, and justify crit~ria, cmeria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above . 

. §~-L'2!.fl!.9.i'.:i 

The Hiller-Cansler House, a circa 1820 frame farmhouse 
located west of Maiden in south Catawba County? is one of the 
finest surviving Federal period farmhouses in the county. The 
t h r e e ,.... 00 m p I an, t lA' 0 S ~ 0 r y far mho use ex h l b l t s rn old e d ~., a :..;: e boa , .... d 
and boxed eaves decora~ed with Federal-style moldings, decorative 
po r c h d eta lIs sue has :: urn e d b a Ius t e r san d mol d e d h a ;) d : .... all s, a n ci 
a slx-panel front Coor with a four-llght transom. Interior 
detalls lnclude five elaborate Federal style mantels, ~lth the 
south downstairs room exhlbiting a particularly fine mantel which 
lS composed of several layers of Federal style moldings, scrolled 
brackets and corner fans. Exceptionally fine examples of nine
tee nth c en t u r y p a i n ted m a hog any woo d g'"' a 1 II can be f 0 u II don two 
doors upstairs. The house was once the seat of a prosperous 
nineteenth century -:=arm, which shifted from gra-in production 
typical of the nineteenth century into dairying in the twentieth 
c en t u r y . I n "j 9 ? ? the h 0 use t rae twa sse p a , .... ate d f,"' 0 m the fa' .... m 
acreage and lost lts agricultural slgnificance. Due to the 
particularly fine Federal features of the Miller-Cansler House, 
it meets the registrat~on requirements for"' Criterion C under the 
Pro per t ~/ T Y P e "H 0 use s :) -:= Cat a w b a Co un t y: Ant e bel I u m (" 8 0 0 .- 1 8 64 ) . II 

~ See continuatfon sh&et 
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The Miller~nsler House is located three miles west of the 
Maiden community in south-central Catawba County. The farmhouse 
was possibly built around 1820 by Michael Rudisill, Jr. who ac
quired the property from his father in that year. In 1836 Rudis
ill sold the place to his son-in-law Adam Miller, Jr., a locally 
prominent and controversial Lutheran minister. The house re
mained in the hands of descendants of Miller and Cansler until 
its sale in 1977. 

Adam Miller, Jr. (23 February 1801-13 February 1868) was one 
of a score of Lutheran ministers who served Catawba County in the 
antebellum period. A sizabie proportion cf the countyls popula
tion, descended from German immigrants, worshiped in Lutheran or 
German Reformed churches. Born in Scott County, vlrginia, to 
John Miller and his wife, Adam Miller, Jr. was named for his 
uncle, also a Lutheran minister. The elder Adam Miller served 
congregations in Tennessee, Virginia, and North Carolina (St. 
Martin's in Cabarrus County among others). Adam Miller, Sr. came 
tot hem i n -j s try 1 ate i n I i f e. pre a chi n g his f'i r s t s e r m 0 nat the 
age of f i fty-t hree. 1 The younger Mi 11 er, however, recei ved the 
calling at a much younger age. He was ordained as a deacon in 
1825 and became a pastor in 1826 at the age of twenty-five. The 
Tennessee Synod, by which he was ordained, was formed in 1820. 
Congregations in the Catawba Valley which had generally been 
affiliated with the North Carolina Synod became associated with 
the new group upon its formation. The Reverend Adam Mil-ler, Jr. 
served fifteen area churches in Lincoln, Catawba, Gaston, Meck
lenburg, Rowan, Alexander, and Stanley counties between 1831 and 
1846. In his home county of Catawba (formed from Lincoln in 
1842), Miller preached at St. Stephen's, St. John's, St. Paul's, 
and Grace Lutheran churches. His ties were strongest to St. 
P au 1 's C h u r c h w hie h was the n ear est 0 f the f 0 u r t 0 h ., s hom e . 

I 

Miller's congregations at St. Paults and St. John's were 
split by two events (perhaps related) in the mid-nineteenth 
c~ntury. In 1846 Miller and parts of his congregations withdrew 
from the Tennessee Synod, shifting their affiliation to the 
newly-formed Tennessee Synod Reorganized.rhe reasons for the 
shift are unclear. Miller, from all accounts, was a doctrinaire, 
theologically conservative clergyman. -rhe inscription on his 
tombstone reads; 
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A safe and able divine, a staunch and constant 
friend of God and religious liberty; and an 
uncompromising opponent to innovation ln 
doctrine or discipline. A pastor of the 
Evangelical Church 42 years.2 

The at'tempt to form the new synod, however, was an abor'tive 
one. With its failure' -in 1847 Miller petitioned for reinstate
ment in the Tennessee Synod but was rejected. In time he and 
several members of his congregations became affiliated with Joint 
Synod of Ohio.:3 ,At about the same time Adam Miller was confr'ont
ed with charges regarding his personal conduct. The exact nature 
of such charges cannot be determined from available sources. A 
"charge of immoralityll against Miller first arose within the 
ranks of the St. Stephen's congregation in 1845. ihus it was 
u n d e f' the c lou d s 0 f the sell s e rio LJ s c h a r g e slit hat he c ~-1 0 set 0 

withd~aw from the Tennessee Synod. Miller is sa,d to have denied 
the charges bux a majority of the members at St. John's and St. 
S t e p n en 1 s ref use d t 0 h a ve him a s the i r pas tor . Tho l.J 9 h her' e-

malr,ea at St. Paul's, dissension and division wi thin "its ranks 
led to a split and the eventual creation of a separate church. 4 

A dam Mille r, ,j r. was mar r i edt w ice, bot h t"i rn e s 1 n Lin col n 
Co u n t y , His fir s t w i few a s !VI a r y Ann R u dis ill (4 Feb r u a r y 'I 8 'I 4 - 2 5 
December 1851) whom he married in 1829. They had three children, 
a son S. Gerard, and two daughters Catherine and Frances (who 
died at ag~ sixteen). In 1857, six years after the death of his 
first wife,' Miller married Susan Roberts (20 June 1823-14 Septem
ber 1913). They had two daughters, Gertrude and Candace. 5 In 
1836 Miller bought the house and 162 acres for $862 from Michael 
Rudisill, Jr., the father of his first wife. 6 Rudlsill (13 
September 1785-25 October '1867), who is buried at St. Pau"j1s, had 
bought 193 acres for $200 from his father Michael RUdisill, Sr. 

·in 1820. The archtectural detailing of the ~ouse, s~ch as the 
federal-style moldlngs and mantelpieces, are strongly suggestive 
of a circa 1820 construction date. 80th the Miller-Cansler House 
and the nearby Rudisill-Wilson House (NR) are associated with 
Michael Rudisill Jr., and his fatner. however, it 1S not known 
whet he rt h e father a (' son b u i 1 t t he M i -I I e r' - Can s -I e (' House . 80th 
Rudisliis were planters with extens1ve landholdlngs ~n what ~as 

then L"incoln County, '/ Because of the early sale of :r-e house 
to Miller, the na~e of Rudis111 did not become attac~ed to the 
house, 
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Miller, who made other purchases of local tracts after l~Jb, 

retained and farmed sizable parts of his land. In the 18605 he 
was taxed on 314 acres with a value of $3,200. In 1860 he culti
vated 100 acres, mostly in wheat, corn, and oats. He kept some 
livestock, mostly hogs. Whereas in 1840 Miller had only a slngle 

'slave, in 1860 he had four slaves (one adult female, one male 
teenager, and two small children). One slavehouse, presumably no 
longer standing, was located on the property. Living with the 
Miller family in 1860 ~as G. F. Safire, a twenty-year-old white 
farm laborer. 8 Adam Miller died in 1868 and was buried in the 
cemetery at St. Paul IS (both of his wives were a-Iso buried at St. 
Paul's). By the terms of his will Miller left his real estate to 
his wife Susan and other personal property to his daughters and a 
grandaughter. 9 

The property remained in the hands of Miller's descenc2~ts, 

thO sen arne d bot h i\1l 1 I e r' and Can s I e r~, fro m "~ 6 8 ,t 0 'j 9 '/ '/ . His 
widow Susan outlived him by forty-five years, dYlng in 1913 at 
age ninety. Through most of the latter part of the nineteenth 
century she pald tax on the 314 acres, by then valued at ~~ .~UO. 

Tn addition she kept some taxable -''ivestock, a coup-Ie of hc'''ses, 
a few cow s , and ado zen hog san d s i mil a r n u m be r'" 0 f she eo. 'I 0 
Although no agricultural report is available for Susan Mll~errs 

farming operation, it seems llkely to have been a sma" o~e to 
judge by her number of livestock. In 1880 Susan Miller livec In 
the h 0 use wit h he r-' d aug h t e r s G e rt r'" u d e and Can d ace, the n 3 g e s 
t wen t y - two and n i net e en, 1 1 8 y 1 9 0 0 the w 1 dow Mil -, e r\ noon g e r'" 
lived in the homeplace, apparently staying wlth one of her c~il

dren in the area. She was buried at St. Paul's cemet:ery after 
her death in 1913. 

,Susan Fanny Gertrude Miller (28 June 1858-29 October '9U1) 
received her mother's house and 184 acres of the farm in 18Sb. l~ 
I n 1 8 fj 8 she mar r' i e dAd 0 I p h u s L. Can s 1 e r (1 8 4. 7 -? ) . 8 y "I 9 0 I) the 

I 

c 0 U P -, e had s eve r. c h -; -, d r en. Can s -, e r-' 1 i s ted n i m s elf a s a far rr e ,.... i n 
the census of that year.13 lhe extent of his farming l~ not 
known, although he may have begun the dalr'y operatlon car'rlec on 
by his heirs. Susan Gertrude cansler dled ln 190': (ana was 
bur'ied at St. f->au' 's Cemetery) but was out1lved by her husbe:""'d by 
several years. In 1915 he paid taxes on his llvestock anC 140 

a ere s va-I u e d a t $"1, 4 :3 6 . "I 4. 

Eben Cr-'aig Cansler (1tl91-"1~S'/), the son of Adolphus and 
Susan Ge"trude, was the next owner of the propert'::l, rece- ving 
f u -, -, t l tie fro mot her' he 1 r 5 1 n 'I ~ 4 'I , 'I ~ t:. C. Lan s -, e r" had ' 1 V e c'l 
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elsewhere in the Newton area since the 19203. Like his father, 
he was a farmer and assumed operation of his father's operation. 
Upon his death in 1957 the property passed to his wife Llllie. 
Their son Vernon Dwight Cansler became the owner in 1960. 16 He 
and his wife Ruth continued to operate a dairy farm. Lillie 
Cansler died in 1975. In 1977 her son Vernon sold the house and 
two acres to David and Glenda Withers. The house is currently 
owned by William and Barbara Cloer. 
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The nominated property consists of all of lot 1 in area 1 of Sheet No. 69-t~ of the 
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o See continuation sheet 
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Section number Photos Miller-Cansler House 
Catawba County ~C 

The following information applies to all photographs unless otherwise noted below: 

1) Miller-Cansler House 
2) Maiden vicinity, North Carolina 
4) May 1983 
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC 

A. 3) Barbara Kooiman 
4) June 1989 
6) House, east 

B. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
6) House, south 

C. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
6) House, \Vest 

D. 3) Laura Phillips 
6) House interior, painted stairs 

E. 3) Laura Phillips 
6) House interior, painted door 

F. 3) Laura Phillips 
6) House interior, mantel 

G. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
6) Wellhouse (B) , north 

NOTE: Most of the photos used for this nominationwere taken in 1983. All resources 
have been thoroughly field checked by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and have been determined 
to be unchanged from the appearance and condition portrayed in photographs taken 
prior to 1989. 
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