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ordinarily have led to lawsuits. He was strong-willed and liked to have his way, as
Major C. Q. Petty, onme of his nearest neighbors once said, adding that "the beauty about
it was that the Judge's way was almost always the right way.'"™ He was a Whig and in 1833
a delegate to choose a presidential elector on the Henry Clay ticket. He was a Mason and
a member of the Royal Arch Chapter that met at Robert Winters' in the King's Mountain

neighborhood in the period of 1810 to 1820.

In August, 1829, gold was discovered near King's Mountain. William J. Wilson formed
a company of ten to mine it and became secretary and treasurer of the company. In
February, 1832, an injunction was served that stopped mining and resulted in a lawsuit
that went to the State Supreme Court before mining could be resumed in 1838. 1In reply
to a query from the Charlotte branch of the Federal Mint, W. J. Wilson estimated that up
to 1840 about $60,000 worth of gold had been mined. At the time of his_,death, September
18, 1851, of "a pain in the breast,'" he owned one-fifth of the company.  His will gives
an interesting picture of both the man and his possessions. In addition to considerable
land slaves and household possessions, he left "control of two rooms in my dwel%ing house
while she remains single," to his daughter Eliza; she died an old maid in 1885.  The
house "including my grist and saw mill and all other buildings and improvements' went to 5
his son Lawson Wilson. His will also made mention of "my Kings Mountain Railroad stock."

Lawson went to college at the University of Ohio, at Athens, while his uncle, Dr.
Robert G. Wilson, was president. He died intestate on April 9, 1876, and the house was
- finally sold in 1890, at public auction to J. R. Falls. The house was owned by deed and
inheritance in the twentieth century by G. W. Falls (1896), Robert A. Jackson (1916),
and was purchased in 1975 by the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Penegar from the

Jackson estate.
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