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The arbor, which was constructed for
predatsa ail u(lSulﬂQ tents. The focus of

by an individual family, 1t exhibits minor varlations.

in block with a shed room in the rear,

i
roof or by a separate roof. Ths main
raclketed out from the facade or ;
f
i
|

The typicel tent has a
coversed by an extension of
Tacade is shel uufed y a s
supported on i

many tents.

I C br
en lean-to porch extends from the rear of
he main facade of the typical tent, and

the sides and rear sre cove“ﬂ’ witn weéatherboards. Bereath the front ecaves
several weavherbcards form ventilation louvers, and the siding bensath the ;
side eavas is spaced loooeWy'ior Lre same reason The main facade has a sidg
entrance with a verticaelly sheathed door, and beside The door 1u a long bench
bracketed out from the well surface. The front porches of the tents form a !
continuous protected promenade s2id to be enjoyed particularly by young camp—?
goers in the evening.

3

of featuri
timhers,
braced wi Zhie
ingled in Ld-ran quCfuh cenTury, @
~geam tin roof in ate 1860s. The camp bell is locar __
the ventilatio 0. Inside the arbor, at the west o
| platforn containing a pine pulplt with pine slat choir seatl?g.m
er portion of the platform. A4 large open sarea separates the, -
from the congregaticn sealting which consists of three sec"rn;ozglsVi
s, capable of seating 1,000, divided by two side ailsles The
mourner's bench (8100 known as ©the seeker's bench or the "anxious beau“> is '
placed before the pulpit. The hard clay ground is covered with straw. I
Mcezm
The frame tents, each one designed to house a single family, are numbsred o
from one to 288, and vary greatly in age and condition. The tents are built —
as row houses, sharing party walls. Bach tent is a one-story frame structure
nearly square in plan. The name "tents" indicates the derivation of these .
structures from the earlier makeshift tents of cloth, pine bark, and oeuur
materials. These portable tents were gradually ch laced by permanent "tents|" =
Each tent conforms closely to a standarc rorm although, having been constructed”



LU AT ID i

UNITED ST,

|- s o

U lorth Carolina
i

1

|

fcounTy |

i
'

1 i
| EMTRY MUMBER { DA

-

calel ;

7. |
4

f

laj iloor coversd
Cd QJ & ‘._/[J._L.Ji

"oorb furnished nos 01
-through shelf in the rear wall, serves as the satlng arca.
nally is believed to be the oldest standing tent. It
s 3 16 tent remaining from the original building activity
at Rock bovin*ﬁﬁ which occurred several yecars after the lots were laid out
tructure is built, as were all of the original per-

and sold in 1830, The s

manent tents, of squared saddle-notched logs. No mortar seals the interstices.
The voper wa faces are sided. The V“”blCall] sheathed door in the front
central entrance 1s hung on a wooden pezged hings. The other original tents,
! many sald to have been burned during the Civil War, have been replaced.

Thea

L the tents vary greatly in age and conditilon, the weathered
¢ wood complex gives 11 a homogenous appearance wiaich belies 1ts
rowth. No ornamentation distinguishes one fent from sanobther, but
fferemces exhibited within the over-all standardization provide
nal tents are free-standing, plaoed with the gable to the
ohﬂ main facades are coversed with large flush wood shinglss,
den shakes cover some porch and main roofs. On either side
T the central facade entrance of tent number 6L is a sash window covered by
louvered shutters. Number 69, the Oﬂlj painted tent, has a concrete floor
Two adjoining btents in the firsv row, numbers 68 and 69, have garret-level
porches (upper galleries) clouec by simple railings and supported by
plain posts. Number 1L7 i gable-to-front structure with no eave overhang.
1

en
S
The walls of tent number SO are board-and-batten.
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Tnis Christian frontler crusade was most actively carried by the Metho-
dist Church, and in 1790, Daniel Asbury, a young Methodist circuit rider frog
Feirfex County, Virginia (related by marriage to the great Methodist olbnooﬂ
.Ff ancis Auous)j was sent to North Carolina to form the ILincoln Cl?LUlE which
ling uﬂed Lincoln County and several ndjuininﬁ countiles. Heri 1wy, the
ibishop's biographer, states that in i?9b, he members of ongre e -
tion 1in Lincoln Gountyg whic was organized by Daniel Asbur camp
‘meeting in the forest the church which was so success? 1t con-

11 “esu;tlr; in more than three hundr its.
S Sigmon, a campgosr and author of and
of Rock ‘prln s Camp Ground,” this camp weeting Robey's
near Denver in Lincoln Co three years aLBOI ils ebbaol»SQLGDE
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was constructed in 1832 for $255, was built before any of the tents. The camp
ground was incorporated in 18571, and a seli-perpetuating board of trustees was|
gstablished.
Rock Springs Camp Ground is not only the earlisst camp meeting orgarnization
in North Carolina and possibly one. of the earliest in the counvry, bul ig alsc
oné oi the few camp ‘ =1 shich i z

meating occurs
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Nu-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the Natdonal Register and certify tha

to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Puark Service., The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Rock Springs Camp Meé%ing Ground

SR 1373 ‘
Lincolnton vicinity, North Garolina

State Highway Commission
Scale: 1"/1 mile
January 1, 1968
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