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they are not cooked by some of the Negroses.'" Mrs. Torrence apparently took sor
interest in the running of the plantation, for the second article specifies
that Brown is bo act "as may sult the wishes and best interest of said Mrs.
M. Torrence to do and have done whatever she may direct from time to time."

Some years later, in 1868, James Torrence's son, Richard, who had been
assigned the home tract in his father's will, purchased his mother's life
estate in the land for $5,505. By 1888 he and his wife, Eliza, had mortgaged
the property and moved to Charlotte, where he became a county tax collector.
He never lived at Cedar Grove again, and the mortgage was paid in full by 1891
When he died at the age of ninety-three in 1927, his estate went to his eleven
children. A daughter, Delia T. Banks, received the home place in the 1928 lang
division. During the long period of absentee ownership, the house fell into
disrepair; but through the efforts of Delia's son, Richard Torrence Banks, and
his wife, Belle, the house was repaired and refurbished in 1949. Richard, who
inherited the property, including the house and 152.8 acres, in 1962, is the

present owner and resident.

Cedar Grove is especially representative of the Piedmont houses of Federal
and Greek Revival eras in its massing and overall proportions. The applied
porches were executed on a smaller scale than many of those in eastern North
Carolina in the same period. Continuity with earlier buildings in the area
is especially visible in the corbeled brick cornice of the gables, a standard
feature in eighteenth and early nineteenth century brick houses of the upper
Piedmont. The effect of the Greek Revival on an essentially traditional
design is found in the Doric porch and the handsome interior woodwork, especia
the mantels. Clarity and harmony remain, however, the dominant characteristic
of the structure, the largest and probably the finest antebellum brick house

in Mecklenburg County.

of cows sheep & hogs & have them marked . . . & if any missing to watch at night
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Mecklenburg County Records, State Department of Archives and History, Raleigh,
North Carolina. (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills.)

Torrence Famlly Papers, in possession of Richard T. Banks, Cedar Grove,
Huntersville, North Carolina.
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