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CRIPTION
Located on
northeast corner
Charlotte, the b
500 North Tryon
on the
_northwest
is
by Eighth Street on
lot
approximately SO
by 157 feet is on
northeast;
parking
lot, approlimately 40 feet by 100 feet is behind the rear elevation (see
which runs
and
attached survey
map). Tryon
Street, are
streets
southwest, along with the intersecting
present, they
almost all
of central Charlotte. Historically and in
the major non-manufacturing commercial buildings of the city. From Eighth
Street northward, which includes the block containing the building at 500
North Tryon Street, almost all of the buildings on Tryon Street are one, two
and three stories tall, and are mostly smal1 commercial businesses.
Southward on Tryon Street from the intersection of Eighth Street, the
buHdings vary in size from small commercial buildings to multi-story
skyscrapers for about eight blocks. Other notable features in the immediate
area include: across Eighth Street southward from SOD North Tryon is the
multi-story Hall House, which is now housing for the elderly (formerly the
Barringer Hotel); and directly across Tryon Street is the First United
Methodist Church.
The enframed window wall building at sao North Tryon Street is two
stories tall with full basement and has load-bearing brick walls laid in oneto-sil com mon bond. Rectangular in plan, it measures approximately 46 feet
in width and 146 feet in depth. The facade features ochre decorative brick,
which wraps around approlimately three feet on the northeast side and
about twelve feet on the southwest. An enframed window waH building is
one which "is visually unified by enframing the large center section with a
wide and often continuous border which is treated as a single compositional
unit." 1 (See Architectural Contelt, Section 8.)
At each side of the facade and flanking the recessed center entry,
brick pilasters with plain stone bases and rectilinear stone capitals rise to
top of the second story windows. The corner pilasters have two vertical
rows of green ceramic tile recessed in the front and sides, and the center
pilasters have one vertical row of the same recessed tile. At the first story,
on each side of the entrance, triple metal-framed plate
windows above
the unpolished marble bulkheads fill the expanse between the pilasters.
The5e windows are modern replacements. Above, a green single-tiled pent
roof with molded modillion cornice caps a short eIpanse of plain brick wall
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continues to rise
These piers have
courses with a
recessed front
side and modern
replacement double entry
a single
light, and a
single-light transom above.
floor are a
series of original tall and narrow filed single-pane windows in wood
Sil on each side above the first floor windows.
two above the front
entry. Wooden spandrels occupy the space between the first- and secondstory openings. The facade continuation on the northwest side mimics the
front with a pair of metal-framed plate glass windows in a single opening at
the first floor and a two-story pilaster at the edge of the ochre brick.
The other windows on the side and rear elevations were originally
metal industrial sash with a four-over-four filed center and one-over-one
casement windows on each side, each having a brick flat-arch at the top and
stone sills at the bottom. Three windows and part of an entry on the rear
elevation have been bricked in, as have two windows on the northeast side
wall and a large entry on the rear of the southwest wall. All the re roaining
side and rear windows are replacements of single-light, double-insulated
filed metal sash. A new side entrance from the parking lot on the northeast
side to the first floor has been constructed of brick matching the original of
the walls. The flat roof is wood covered with built-up tar and gravel, is
concealed by the facade and parapet side and rear walls, and descends from
front to rear. Tile coping covers the top of the stepped parapet wall on the
northeast wall, and stone caps cover the stepped parapet waH on the
southwest.
The exterior brick has been pressure-washed to remove soiling, and a
paInted sign on the northeast wall has been chemically removed. The
ceramic tiles has been
cleaned brick is in good condition. Paint on the
chemically removed, and the tiles restored to their original color. The
original upper facade windows were exposed by removing accumulated
coverings and signs, and the mouldings painted.
marble bulKheads
below the windows have
exposed by removing a modern, glued-on
covering, and the marble
been chemically d"'1~'Aftj.lll~t1
The interior of the building is constructed of metal and wood posts
supporting wood beams,
features a two-story lobby that encompasses
the front one-fifth of the buHding. In the basement
on first floor, the
support posts are round metal ones, and on the second floor they are plain,
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square wood posts; all are in good condition. A single, two-story square
wood post supports the roof in the lobby, which is also in good condition.
The basement floor is concrete,
first and second floors are wood.
become warped
badly
Prior to renovation, the wood floors
deteriorated and were in poor condition; they had been covered with a
subfloor and carpeting, and modern asbestos tile covered the first floor
lobby floor, which was also in poor condition. OVer the years, previous

owners had also covered the first floor walls and ceiling with sheetrock and
plywood. A second-floor balcony that looks over thr; front two-story lobby
has a separate wood floor and a wood matchstock balustrade, both in good
condition.
In the renovation, all the floor, wall and ceiling coverings were
re moved to expose the original construction and deter mine its condition.
The original floors, beams, posts and roof have been r~~tained, and the floors
covered with gypcrete, elcept on the balcony and in the lobby area; the
latter has been covered in new asbestos tile. The balcony and balustrade
have been retained as original and painted. In the upfitting for modern
office space, the interior walls have been covered with sheetrock, drop
ceiling, HV AC and florescent lights have been installed as well as partitions
and doors for offices. The office floors have been carpeted, and the new
hallway floors covered in asbestos tile. New electrical wiring, plumbing, firerated stairs and an elevator have been installed according to building codes.
Neither the two large rooms at the rear of the second floor nor the basement
have been upfitted except for electrical wiring and HVAC. The two-story
lob by re mains open to its full height, and has been partitioned into two
spaces, a reception area and meeting area with a one··story partition open at
the top.
Adaptive re-use of tbis building has saved an iOt."reasingly rare
surviving small-scale commercial building on North Tryon Street that is
associated with one of the city's leading architects and early automobile
com merce. The original brick side and rear walls, brjck facade with tile and
stone decoration, upper facade windows, wood floor~ f,4.nd beams, wood and
metal posts, two-story lobby and wood roof covered 'W·tth built-up tar and
gravel remain after renovations and are in good condition with the
exceptions noted above. The work is being certified U~~ meeting the
Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.
lRlchard Longstreth, The Buildings of Malo Street; A Guide t·O._American Commercial
Architecture (Washingwn, D.C.: The Preservation Pr~~:s, 1987), pp. 68ff.
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SUMMARY

The building at 500 North Tryon Street is eligible for
listing in the National Register under criterion A in the
area of commerce and criterion C in the area of architecture
because it is a rare surviving example in Charlotte of an
early twentieth-century modestly-scaled yet stylish
commercial building.
It is also the oldest known example of
the type on North Tryon Street, a primary thoroughfare of
Charlotte's central business district. From the late l890s
unt
the onset of the Depression, Charlotte was the fastest
growing city in the Carolinas, overtaking Charleston to
become the largest city in the two states by 1930. This
growth and prosperity were reflected in local automobile
sales, and by 1924 Mecklenburg County led the state in car
ownership per capita.
It was in the boom time for
automobile sales that local developer o. J. Thies built 500
North Tryon Street in 1921. The building was occupied by
various car dealerships until 1933, by which time the
Depression had taken its toll of the automobile market, and
from 1934 to 1986 the building was occupied by a variety of
other businesses. MIT-trained Louis Asbury, Charlotte's
first professional architect, designed the building for
Thies. After setting up a local office in 1908, Asbury
designed many landmark houses, churches, and commercial and
institutional buildings in Charlotte and throughout North
Carolina.
500 North Tryon Street is the only known
surviving small-scale commercial building in Charlotte
designed by Asbury, and the only design known that he did
for an automobile dealership.
o. J. Thies sold the building
in 1940 to investor Robert H. Moeller, who held it until
1990 when he sold it to the present owner, Morehead
Properties, Inc. Morehead Properties has renovated the
building for offices.

COMMERCIAL CONTEXT AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
In 1880, Charlotte was just one of a string of small towns in the
Piedmont Carolinas, but by 1930, it had grown to the largest city in the two
states, overtaking the port of Charleston. Its growth was based on utilizing
its eIcellent rall connections to become the leading teItile machinery
producer and banking and distribution center for the New South industrial
eIpansion in the region. Charlotte's growth may be easily seen by
population figures: In 1900, the population of the city was 18,091; in the
nelt ten years, it almost doubled to 34,014; by 1920, it jumped to 46,338;
and by 1930, it nearly doubled again to 82,675. 1 Another indication of the
city's commercial importance
be seen from the fact that in 1903, within
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one hundred
which constituted
entire
hundred twelve
of various kinds were
in the
. city itself.2 By 1924, Mecklenb
its neighbors to the west
Gaston
Cabarrus
first
third,
respectively, in teltile manufacturing in the
Charlotte's
service
role to Piedmont industry is shown by the fact that in 1924 there were
fifteen bants (of whlch five were national banXs) and three building and
loan associations in the city, which placed it first in the state in bank capital
inhabitant.3 Another economic indicator related to this study is the
statistic that by the end of 1924, Mecklenburg County had 14,715 licensed
automobiles, or about one for every seven inhabitants, which also led the
state. 4
Charlotte's retail automobile business first shows up in the city
directories in 1904. when the Osmond L. Barringer Company is listed as an
agent for Franklin and Cadillac cars and the Queen City Cycle Co. is listed as's
repair garage. 'In 1915, the number of sales agencies had grown to twenty,
and by 1920, thirty-four dealers are listed.5 Post-World War I prosperity
combined with car manufacturers' adoption of the assembly-line following
Henry Ford's lead made cars affordable by the general public and resulted in
phenomenal growth in saJes through the 1920s. In addition to the familiar
names that still survive, there were many colorful model names in the
Twenties sold in Charlotte that have long passed from the scene; among them
are Hudson, Essex, Nash, LaFayette, Flint, Hupmobile, Reo, OVerland, Maxwell.
Pierce- Arrow, Stutz, Durant, LeIington, Anderson, Chalmers, Paige, Moon,
Dort, Franklin, Studebaker, WiUys-Knight, Peerless and Wills Sainte Claire.
Indeed, the car business was so good that Ford, which had established
a service branch in Charlotte in 1914, could not keep up with local demand,
and began limited assembly operations in this city in1915, turning out about
cars per day until 1918. In 1925, a new ForfJ assembly plant was built
on a 75-acre tract just north of Charlotte on Statesville Road. The plant
produced about 100,000 cars per year until
end of the Twenties. 6 In
1924, The Charlotte Chamber of Commerce boasted that Charlotte was "one
the largest automobile centers in the South," and had "one of the strongest
Automotive Merchants' Associations in the country." It also touted "An
automobile show, famed for elaborate detail and eItensive scope, is staged in
Charlotte every spring by the Automotive Association.''7
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It was this eli
developer Oscar J. Thies purchased
tract the 500 North Tryon
building now occupies November,' 1920.8
, Thies was president of Thies-S
Realty Company, which developed many
for decades, beginning the 1910s.9
properties Charlotte
To design a building to house automobile sales
service on the lot,
commissioned local architect
Asbury the same month he bought
property. I 0 O. J. Thies retained ownership of the b uHding as a rental
property until 1940. when he sold it to local Investor Robert H. Moeller. who
held it until it was sold to the
owners, Morehead Properties, Inc.,
1990. tt The bullding was. never owner-occupied.
When the building was completed in the middle of 1921, its first
occu pant was the Carolinas Nash Company, which sold Nash and LaFayette
cars,12 By 1923-1924, Hipp Chevrolet sold cars there, and in 1925, Hipp was
succeeded by the Charlotte Flint Co. In the ever-changing kaleidoscope of the
car business in the Twenties. three more dealerships o{!cupied the building .
until 1933: Carolina Oldsmobile Co.; Folger Motor Co.; and'Byars Motor Co.
The Depression apparently took its toll on automobile sales, as it did
with so many other businesses, because after 1933 the buHding was never
used again as a car showroom and was occupied by a variety of businesses.
From 1934 through 1938, Tillman's Groceteria operated a store there, and
was followed by the Dilie Home Stores grocery from 1939 to 1941. Dupont
E. 1. de Nemours & Co. opened a paint store in the location in 1941, which
remained until 1957. It was succeeded by the Gold Stamp Premium
Company, a stamp redemption center, from 19S8 to 1972. From 1972
to 1986, the tenant was the Jack Call Piano Company {~~ter the Call Piano
Manufacturing Company), which made pianos in Monroe, N.C., and sold them
in their North Tryon Street showroom.13 The building :~tood vacant during
he late 1980s. From July,1990 to July,1992, the building u~derwent
renovation for use as offices.
It is also clear that the massive and continuing' modern development
in downtown Charlotte in the 1970s, '80s and '90s has taken a devastating
toll of many pre-World War II buildings. This is particularly true of smallscale retail commercial buildings along Trade and Tryon Streets, which used
to comprise a central business district with a mil: of both small and large
structures. This relentless development has thus left the 500 North Tryon
Street building the oldest remaining small-sca1~ commercial building on
North Tryon Street. The day will no doubt come in the near future when it,

too, will feel the pressure of expanding development.
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT
Louis H. Asbury (1877 -1975) was Charlotte's first professionallytrained architect. As a youth in
1890s,
used to help his father build
, houses in the city. He graduated
Trinity College (now Duke University),
in 1900 and then completed his
studies at MIT 1903. After
gaining
with the
tr avels in Europe
and Ferguson in New York,
firms of Rossiter and Wright and
Asbury returned to Charlotte in 1908 to open his own office. A versatile
architect, Asbury worked in many styles. Many of his commissions were
done in Colonial Revival, but he was also trained in, among other things,
New York firms he had
Oassical Revival, which was the specialty of
worked for. Asbury was the third North Carolina member of the A.I.A., and
completed many commissions throughout the state, including the buildings
for the Stonewall Jackson training school in Concord.l 4 In Charlotte, they
Include the old County Courthouse; the C. P. Moody and JamIson houses on
Providence Road; the McAden House on Granville Road: the Myers Park
Methodist Church; the Law Building (scheduled for denlolition); the
Hawthorne Lane Methodist Church; the fa<;ades for the Thomas Trotter,
Garibaldi & Bruns and Southern Real Estate, Loan and Trust Co. buildings at
the Square (all demolished); the Professional Building (vacant and having
high potential for demolition) and Fiird's Department Store on North Tryon
Street (demolished); and numerous other institutional, church and private
home designs.J3 From 1917 to 1928, Asbury completed twenty-two
commissions for Thies-Smith. and also designed O. ]. Thies' own residence in
1921, the same year the 'SO~ North Tryon Street Building was built. J6
Although we know from his extant job book that Asbury designed
many structures in Charlotte during hls career, only about a dozen are
actually known, and many of them have been demolisbed, including those
noted above. Since the job book only lists his commissions by date, owner,
general type of building, and city, most of his work remains unknown. It is
quite clear. however, that the 500 North Tryon Street building is the only
known surviving small-scale commercIal building in Charlotte designed by
Asbury, and the only known design by him for an auto dealership.
American main street buildings may be generally divided into two
main categories, depending on the type of facade. One is by the way the
facade is divided into sections, or zones; the other has no basic zone divisions
and is defined by the configuration altha primary features, e. g., columns,
large openings and enframing wall surfaces. The latter group includes four
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more cohesiveness
facades of sm
b uHdings. This type was
century for
stores,
normally
a
window area
display at
litUe or no distinct separation between the retail floor at
the street level
the street level
the upper levels used
storage, offices,
is In this
particular case, the facade is more decorated than some elamples, but
remains true enough to its type because the two-story facade is seen as a
single unit with no clear demarcation between the floors, and it frames the
front display windows and front entry with continuous and repeated
patterns. In the 1920s and early 1930s, it was a very stylish and attractive
place of business for an automobile dealership, and 500 North Tryon Street
is a rare surviving elample of this type of architecture in central Charlotte. ,
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