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CONDITION 

o Altered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL 

The Commandant' 
located just east of a 

," the main building of 
the 

, also of brick in 
stories high, with two 
as a long 
small s 

of that building. 

(Check One) 

fX) Original Site 

castellated brick 
, open field where once stood the 

the Hillsborough , for 
building served as residence The 

, was 215 feet long and three 
the central entrance To the rear 

The Commandant's House, built of brick laid in three-to-one common bond 
ith Flemish variation, is two stories h;igh and.,rough!y in ::ihape. 
t each corner is a rectangular turret, slightly taller than the main block. 
hose on the front (south) corners project to front and on the 
ear corners project only to the sides, The central 

front and side facades also proje~t ~lightly, repeating the 
'ntroduced by the turrets. Counteracting this is the horizontality of the 
lightly projecting water table, a belt course composed. of three proj 
ourses, and the emphatic corbel cornice that runs beneath the crenellated 
attlements. The battlements are further emphasized by copingo All these 
lements continue around both the turrets and the main blockG The shallow 
yramidal roof is pierced on either side by an interior chimney composed 
f two polygonal shafts with a common molded cap. 

The main entrance is sheltered by a one-story one-bay porch with a hip 
oof supported by simple postss The double door is flanked by three-pane 
idelights and surmounted by a five-pane tranSQIDu The whole entrance is 
urrounded by a wide, heavily molded architrave. The 4ouble.dQor has panels 
u ~~~Ifed, ky. 9., .qea.vy mq~q~n~ .• \ ~ A: ~illg~~" Pfnel appears' beneath :€1?-Sh ~~det~ght .. 
ost of ilie remaining bays of the main block are marked by windows 
onta~ningln~n~-gyef7~ine sash, with plain wooden sills and flush wooden 
intels. In the turrets at both levels are windows of similar design, but 
uCR(:narrower, containing three-over-th~ee,.sa.sh.,·...:.wi th the panes' arranged 

'n single vertical rowsQ (The front turrets have windows on both front and 
ides; the rear ones, only on the sides.) At the second level of the 
rojecting central bay of the main facade is a window'like the others in 
ain block, that it is surmounted by a transom framed by 
brick arch. 

The west side has a one-bay porch with a flat roof protecting a simple 
ntrance in the projecting central bayv This entrance apparently provided 
onvenient access to the main building of. the academy. At the second level 
n the projecting _is ~- of natrowwindows like those of the turretse 
therwise the arrangement is like the front. The east side has a three-sided 
ay window at the first level, covering the south bay of the main block; 
airs of narrow windows mark the projecting bay at both levels The rear 
acade -has no.proj ,_ thas three marked at both levels by windows 
ith ~for the and east bays at the first 
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UNIT IN 

The interior of the house follows a slightly modified center-hall 
two rooms deep The profusion of windows creates a interior 
in contrast to the rather severe of the exterior The doors 
are paneled in similar fashion to the front door and surrounded by very 
heavy molded cases. The walls are plastered above heavy molded baseboards 
some rooms have picture moldings. The two front (south) are 
from the hall by wide, paneled, sliding double doors These two rooms 
similarly treated, except that the east one has the bay window. The 

window in each room has an architrave that extends to the floor, 
a panel. Both rooms contain replacement mantels~ 

The front and rear halls divided by a wall cdntaining a single door. 
The west side projection is occupied by a very small hall the 
side entrance and opening into the two west rooms. The east projection is 
divided by the wall between the two east rooms, with one of its narrow 
windows lighting each. The rear rooms are finished like the front ones, 
except that they have single doors, not double ones. They contain original 
mantels of typical mid-nineteenth century design, with a rectangular fire 
opening flanked by pilasters supporting an agee-arch below a curved shelf. 
The large window in the east rear room retains louvered interior blinds that 
slide into the wall. These are said to have existed at all the 
windows in the house except those on the north 

remain. The rear of the east room, including 
been partitioned off to serve as a bathroom and 
addition includes a porch and a kitchen. 

but few workable ones 
the half-turret, has 

room. A rear frame 

The open-string stair rises along the west wall of the rear hall and has 
a plain handrail supported by balusters square in section. The 
second floor is similar in plan to t he first. The finish and mantels" 
although somewhat , are the same, and the windows of the 
side ections are by the walls the front and rear 
rooms on each side. The space at the front end of the hall is to, 
make a small room by the window. 
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The Commandant v $ :'House fl (so called locally, although "the Superintendent' 
House" would be more accurate) is the only major structure remaining of the 
complex of buildings constructed for the Hillsborough Academy 
On December 18, 1858, Charles C. Tew"of South Carolina purchased from 
Cad Jones of Orange County a 61 1/4-acre tract of land lying "between 
Greensborough road and the North Carolina Rail Roade" (An adjoining 
tract was purchased by Tew in 1862 from Rebecca Jones and remained of 
the property for many years.) On the original tract Tew planned to 
establish a military academy modeled after the Citadel where he had 
graduated in 1846, "the first honor man of the first class to,complete 
the course there. V9 After graduation he had s~rved a's a cmember of the 
faculty there, studied military science in'Europe, and become superin
tendent of the Arsenal Academy of the Citadel in 1857. By 1858, when 
Tew decided to establish a military academy in North Carolina, he was 
well for such an undertakingQ 

The new school opened in January, 1859, using the facilities of the 
":old Hillsborough Academy, and by ,·the: following' year, the new buildings-were 

complete. The local newspaper reported in October, 1860, that the "Barrack 
have been erected at a cost of $30,000, they are well ventilated and····-
commodious. "The nearby dwelling was presumably constructed' about 
~the same time, and it"served a§';'hdme for Tew, his wife Elizabeth~'·and'-{/ 
their children. The academy provided academic, military, and scientific 
training, admitting boys between the ages of thirteen and eighteen. 
The fee for boarding was $300 and for day, students, $105. By 
September, 1860, it was reported that 107 had enrolled, 
boys from eight Southern statese It was not until 20, 1861, 
however, that the academy was incorporated by an act of the General 
Assembly, with its and instructors entitled to hold 

ranks. 

When the Civil War began, the academy played an important rolew Account 
of the victory at Fort Sumter were greeted enthusiastically by many: 
one cadet wrote in his diary, "Fort Sumter is taken. Glorious news!" 

contribution of the academy to the war effort was 
North Carolina the war with only fo~r,o~d smoothbore cannons 

Iwhich] had been from the', schools 1St 

and Hillsboro." contribution was:the teady stream 
of trained North Carolina's army. Charles 

, . 

I 
lIP 
I 
! 



UNITED DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NA TIONAl PARI< 

8. 

Tew left almost immediately for Fort Macon, where he aided in 
the seacoast of the state. He was placed later in command of 
the Second North Carolina Infantry, with which he served under Robert Eo Lee 
in He was at Battle of on 

Despite Tew's absence and subsequent death, academy remained open 
throughout the war, under the leadership of Major W. M. Gordon. It served 
as a training school for the young soldiers that were needed in growing 
numbers by the Confederate army. Because of its value in this respect, its 
cadets were free from conscription. One cadet wrote frankly to his 
father, "no cadets over here have ever been conscripted from this institute 
therefore I am safe.'v The 1865 term began in February with the hopeful 
announcement that "no interruption of duties need be apprehended." Wartime 
inflation was reflected in the rise in tuition to $1,500 per term. Soon 
after the term opened, the cadets were sent to Raleigh to guard Union 

, but returned to Hillsborough by early March. Events there near 
the final days of the war are described in a cadet's letter to his father: 

Everything is in such a state of excitement I write again to 
know what is best for me to do under the existing circumstances 
which are as follows~ Shermans forces are now in the ajoining· 
county advanceing in heavy forces. & 0 We are' under marching 
orders at a moments warning for the purposes of repelling the 
raid I don't think we will be allowed to remain at Barracks 
a very great while 10ngerQ 

The school closed for a time, but in 1866 General R. C. Colston came to serve 
as superintendente In February, 1867, reports circulated that Colonel Tew 
had survived the Battle of Sharpsburg and was a prisoner at the Dry Tortugas, 
under the alias of Benjamin Harrison. These rumors were never verified. 
Mrs. Tew remained at the academy, and finally, in 1868, signed a detailed 
lease with Colston, which provided that as he was to occupy the "superin
tendents house it is to be made comfortable and inhabitable on the lower 
floor consisting of four rooms for the use of himself & family in a plain 
and comfortable manner." Mrso Tew was to occupy four rooms of the academy 
on the "second floor east end the same that are now occupied by here" 
Colston had come to Hillsborough with high hopes, writing to his daughter 
in glowing terms of the "good buildings" and of Mrs. Tew's "very good piano 
and 0 0 • fine library.H But he and family were dissatisfied and eventu-
ally moved to Wilmington. 

Mrs. Tew died in 1870, and two years later t~e was Bold at 
public vendue to Paul C.. for, 000 r Cameron, the son of the 

landowner the buildings and the 
of the at Oxford, North Carolina 
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Messrs Horner and Graves to run school of the 
feature in connection with classical, 
II The school operated for only a few 

Paul Cameron died in 1891, and on November ~ 

as the Hillsboro Academy Tract" was sold 
to the Farmers' State Alliance of North Carolinao 

STATE 

with a 
, and business 

under Horner and Graves 

for $2 900 by his relatives 

The Farmers Y Alliance was Hthe most numerous, widespread, and successful 
farm organization in North Carolina. tv In the late nineteenth century, groups 
like the Grange and the Farmers' Alliance (the national boely with which 
the state alliance was affiliated) sought to better the fa~m~rs' lot through 
improving farming methods and seeking reforms of taxation, ~~:Llroads and 
trusts, and education. "Economic distress caused the Farmet~';: Alliance to 
spread like wildfire" in North Carolina, and by 1890~ three ~~ars after' it 
was organized, there were 90,000 members in the state. Such'>growth led the 
organization to purchase a state headquarters, and "the Barraij~s property, 
near Hillsboro," was finally selected. Throughout the organizktion's 
ownership, the alliance's secretary-treasurer and his family made their 
home in the dwelling next to the Barracks, and provided hospitality for the 
annual meetings of the group at their headquarters. As early as 1901, the 
property was something of a burden, and from time to time suggestions were 
made at the alliance:s annual meetings as to how they might b~ relieved of 
the property. Finally, on June 2111 1920, the "headquarters propertyU was 
subdivided and sold by an auction company for $4l,~04.409 Th~ parcel of 
land where the superintendent v s house stands 'came -into the o~ership of 
John W. Hill. The main building, held by another owner, stood empty for 
several years. During the Depression, according to local res~dents, the 
Barracks was inhabited by homeless families and transients. Ip 1937 the 
building was recorded and photographed by the Historic American Buildings 
Survey. The derelict Barracks finally came to be regarded as such a 
nuisance locally that it was torn down in 1938 and the bricks incorporated 
into new houses. The dwelling remained, however, and was sold in 1938 from 
the estate of John W. Hill, aI, to Eula Cole. She sold the property in 
1965 to Lucius and Nellie" Cheshire, who have refurbished the house with cares 
It is row in excellent condition. 

The Commandant's House is an imposing example of the castellated style of 
architecture romantically viewed in the mid-nineteenth century as particularly 
suitable for military academies~ The house has considerable historical 
significance as the only major structure remaining of the Hillsborough 
Military Academy, which served as a training ground for soldiers during the 
Civil War, as a school of some merit during. Reconstruction, as the head
quarters of the politically influential Farmers' State Alliance, and--
finally, in a refuge for victims of the Depression. During 
its history, which reflects to an unusual the influences. in 
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As the des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated' according to the criteria and procedu res set 

forth by the Nationa 1 Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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The Commandant· sHouse 
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Hillsborough, North 
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