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Setting
The Kittrell-Dail House sits on a 119.59-acre fann tract at the intersection of Abbott Farm
Road and Rountree Road, facing west. The area is primarily rural agricultural, but
residential subdivisions are in the process of being constructed both to the north and
northeast of the property. The house lot is approximately 4.6 acres and retains some
historic plantings, including white oak trees (Quercus alba). The property borders Rountree
Road to the west and Abbott Fann Road to the north. The eastern and southern boundaries
border neighboring fanns. The fann fields adjoin the historic property and presently
support soybean, tobacco, and corn crops.

House, ca. 1855, contributing.
Constructed ca. 1855, the Kittrell-Dail House is a two-story, three-bay, side-gable, singlepile dwelling with rear interior chimneys. Two first period, shed-roof wings, originally
separated by a porch, are located on the rear elevation of the house. An early twentiethcentury rear ell features a hip-roof rear ell. The house retains integrity, and displays its
original floorplan, fireplace mantels, woodwork, floors, and stair.
The house stands on brick piers. The original section of the house is constructed of hewn
principal members yvith sawn intennediate timbers. The framing members are mortised,
tenoned, and pegged. The framing includes corner down braces.
When constructed, the Kittrell-Dail House had a central portico covering the front entry;
the mortises for the balustrade remain visible on the front of the house. A one-story, hiproof porch, almost the length of the house, was constructed ca. 1920-1930. The porch
was again altered in the mid-twentieth century with decorative metal posts and a concrete
floor.
The exterior of the dwelling remains virtually intact with several notable Greek Revival
details: fluted cornerposts with molded caps that end approximately 8 inches below the
boxed return cornice, a two-part door surround on the primary entrance, and a stylized
Greek Revival entry. The entry features two pilasters approximately seven-eighths the
height of the central door and two-light transom. The pilasters are crowned with two
molded caps, creating a capital in the Tuscan style. Very flat, simplified Greek fretwork
fills the space between the pilasters and the door surround. From a distance, the

NPS Fonn 10-900-;,

OMS ApprovI>' No. 1024-0018

(8-86)

7

Section number - - -

Page_2_ _

Kitrell-Dail House
Pitt County, NC

decorative fretwork and pilasters of the entry, and the two-story pilasters of the comer of
the house, promote a strong verticality on an otherwise horizontal building.
Within, the house features a central passage plan flanked by parlors, with rear shed rooms
behind the parlors. The plan is highly symmetrical. The central passage, slightly less
than eight feet wide, comprises one-fifth of the building s width; each parlor,
approximately 15 feet square, represents two-fifths of the building. The windows are
located in the center of each wall, as is the frreplace. Because of the location of the
staircase on the north wall of the central passage, the door to the northern parlor is not
located on the center of the wall. The door to the southern parlor is precisely centered.
The second floor features the same plan. The rear shed rooms also have the windows and
fireplaces centered on the walls, but the exterior doors into the room from the porch are
located at the juncture of the main block and the wing.
The central passage retains the original staircase, which rises at the rear of the hall, has
four steps to 90 degrees, and then has ten steps to the second floor. The staircase has a
steep rise. The stair features a newel post that is almost seven feet tall. The square newel
has a molded cap, and the square balusters are topped with a molded hand rail. A trueeboard dado is located at the foot of the stairs.
The central passage and flanking parlors feature the same door and window surrounds,
and baseboard. The stepped moldings are flat and linear. The southerly front room has
an original closet to the east of the fireplace. The closet door, as well as all of the doors
in the original portion of the house, are four panel. The mantels in the two front rooms
are identical, except for a decorative motif on two applied blocks: the mantel in the
southern parlor has a rosette, the mantel in the northern parlor features a maltese cross.
The northern front room has a two-part paneled apron beneath the windows that fills the
space between the sill and the baseboard.
.
The two rear shed rooms each have a fireplace that shares a common chimney with a
front room. The mantels are identical and have a very simple post and lintel design. The
northern rear room has an original closet.
The two rooms upstairs feature mantels that are slightly more ornate than those found in
the shed rooms. The windows have two-part paneled aprons that do not reach the
baseboard. The eastern room has an original closet. The western room retains its original
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paint. The walls are whitewashed and the woodwork has a paint that has become a pale
blue-gray.
A one-story, one-room, hip-roof frame kitchen was added to the rear of the northern shed
room, ca. 1920-1930. The addition features exposed rafter ends. When the kitchen was
added, brick piers on the north wall of the house were infilled with concrete block; the
addition stands on a continuous concrete block foundation. The weatherboards on the
addition are continuous with the main block, suggesting the entire building was
resheathed at that time. In ca. 1970, a porch on the south side of the kitchen wing was
enclosed and a bathroom also built on the rear of the southern shed room and the south
wall of the enclosed porch.
The kitchen addition measures 15 feet by 13.5 feet. A flue for a stove is located in the
east comer. The kitchen has paired six-over-six window on the northern wall; an
identical paired window replaced the original six -over-six window in the shed room. The
ceiling and walls in the kitchen are covered with horizontal beaded boards. The window
and door surrounds are plain boards.

Kitchen, ca. 1855, contributing.
A kitchen building, contemporary with the construction of the dwelling, stands east of the
house. The timber frame building stands on brick piers, and has been converted into a
shop building. The building appears to have been moved during the early twentiethcentury to its present location from elsewhere on the property. The north gable end of the
building has been replaced; possibly when the fireplace was removed, or the building
relocated. The exterior is covered with 5-V agricultural metal, and the interior sheathed
with horizontal beaded boards. Where the boards have been removed, it can be seen that
the interior was originally sheathed and never was plastered. An addition, built most
likely during the early twentieth century, was constructed onto the southern end of the
one-story, gable-roof building. The ceiling joists, measuring approximately six inches by
four inches, extend beyond the plate. The rafters are butted at the peale The timber frame
is mortised, tenoned, and pegged.
.

Summary
The Kittrell-Dail House possesses architectural integrity and retains its original floorplan,
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moldings, mantels, staircase, plaster, windows, and siding. The house retains its integrity
of design, setting, materials workmanship, location, feeling, and association. The house
is significant as an intact vernacular Greek Revival house in Pitt County.

NPS Form 1()"''lOO'4
(B·8tH

Section number _8_ _

Significance

Page_5_ _

Kitrell-Oail House
Pitt County, NC

uu.AJUl.JUIJI!.u.&

The Kittrell-Dail House, built ca. 1855, is significant as an intact example of a Greek
Revival style dwelling in rural Pitt County. Farmer Stanley Kittrell (1811-1859) built the
house for his family on his five hundred acre farm in western Pitt County where he raised
cattle, swine, and sheep and grew com, wheat, and sweet potatoes. The stylized entry,
fluted cornerposts with molded caps, simplified classical motifs embellishing the mantels,
and paneled aprons beneath the windows remain intact and illustrate the dwelling's
vernacular interpretation of Greek Revival patternbook designs. Also significant is the
rare and intact freestanding kitchen that remains behind the house. The Kittrell-Dail
House holds significance on the local level in the area of architecture for its embodiment
of the localized Greek Revival style.

Historical Background
Stanley Kittrell (1811-1859) acquired the land upon which the house stands from his
father, John Kittrell. John Kittrell, prior to his death in 1818, had amassed 730 acres,
which the court partitioned into eight parcels in 1818. Stanley Kittrell received Lot #4, a
tract of 131 acres. An additional 16.5 acres of his father s land carne to Stanley Kittrell,
at the division of his sister Polly (Kittrell) Noble s share of the property, at the settling of
her estate in 1822. I
During his lifetime, Stanley Kittrell accumulated an additional 402.5 acres surrounding
the land he had received from his father and his sister. 2 His farmstead of 551 acres
bordered both Contentnea Creek and Sandy Run.
In 1845 Stanley Kittrell married his first wife, Winifred Jenkins, who gave birth to their
daughter, Grizzy Ann Catherine the following year,3 Winifred died in 1848, less than a
month after giving birth to their second child, Jonathan (John) Harreil Kittrell. In 1850,

Pitt County, Division of Land Book, CC: 115,
Pitt County Deed Book, RR:376.
J Genealogical infonnation on the Kittrell family was found in the Resource Survey file for the Stanley
Kittrell House, Division of Archives and History, Eastern Office, Greenville, North Carolina.

I
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Stanley Kittrell did not live with his two small children, but a 20-year-old relative, also
named Stanley KittrelL occupied his house and worked as a laborer for him.~ Kittrell
primarily grew indian com, wheat, sweet potatoes, and peas. He also raised beef cattle~
swine, and sheep for wool. 5
Stanley Kittrell married a second time, in 1851, to Martha A. Carr, who gave birth to
three children, two who survived infancy: Matthew L. and Martha Stanley Winifred.
Around 1855 during the mid-1850s, Stanley Kittrell had a stylish, up-to-date, Greek
Revival house constructed for his growing family. The house had four rooms on the first
floor: two on the second floor, and a separate kitchen building.
In 1858, Stanley Kittrell died, leaving a wife and four children under the age of twelve.
Martha Ann Kittrell kept the family intact, and continued running the farm. She operated
a thriving farm in 1860, growing primarily indian com, sweet potatoes, beans, wheat
cotton, and irish potatoes. As her husband had, she raised sheep for wool, swine, beef
cattle, and honey bees. In addition, Martha kept three dairy cattle. 6
Stanley Kittrell s property was divided into four lots in 1867. His eldest son, John H.,
received a 143 acre tract that most likely included the house. His daughters Martha
(known as Winnie) and Grizzy Ann Catherine, also received 143 acre tracts, while
Matthew received a 122 acre tract. 7
John H. Kittrell married Clara'Noble in 1869, and in 1871 sold 70 acres of the land he
had inherited "from his father to Benjamin F. Tucker. 8 Less than a year later, he sold the
remaining 73 acres of the tract to Tucker. 9 Tucker had married Stanley Kittrell s widow
(and John H. s stepmother) Martha. Benjamin F. Tucker and Martha Kittrell Tucker sold
the 143 acres inherited by John H. and an additional 192 acres that were parts of the land
inherited by Matthew and Grizzy Ann Catherine that had been acquired by Martha (their

~

Federal Manuscript Population Census, North Carolina, Pitt County, Griffin s District, 1850.
Federal Agricultural Manuscript Census, North Carolina, Pitt County, Griffin s District, 1850.
6 Federal Population Manuscript Census, and Federal Agricultural Manuscript Census, North Carolina, Pitt
County, Contentnea District, 1860.
7 Pitt County Deed Book, RR:376.
8 Pitt County Deed Book, TT:4 79.
9 Pitt County Deed Book, VV: 177.
5

NPS Form 10-'lOO-a
(8-86)

OMS Approval No. 1024-4)0 18

8

Section number - - -

7

Page _ __

Kitrell-Dail House
Pitt County, NC

mother), to iYfarcellus iYfoore in 1886. 10 Moore fell into financial difficulties, and the 335
acre tract was sold at auction six years later to Grizzy Ann Catherine (married to John W.
Spivey). Less than a month after the auction, Grizzy Ann Catherine Spivey sold the
property to her daughter and son-in-law, Richard and Mary Jane Wingate in 1892.11
The Wingates held onto the farm for 15 years, and sold the 214 acres of the property
(including the house) out of the family in 1907 to Elias E. Dail. I2 The farm passed to
Dail s son, Harvey Dail, in 1917. Eight years later. at the death of Harvey Dail, the farm
was bequeathed to his wife, Callie Moye Dail. Callie Moye Dail gave the farm to her
son, Macon Moye Dail. Macon Moye Dail, Sr. bequeathed the farm to his wife, Helen
Zechial Dail, who then passed the farm to their son, Macon Moye Dail, Jr. 13 The heirs of
Macon Moye Dail, Jr. presently own the property, which consists of the house, kitchen,
and tobacco barn standing on a 119.59 acre tract. The land is still farmed, but the house
stands vacant. The present owners of the property plan to restore the house.

Architectural Context
The Greek Revival style first appeared in North Carolina domestic architecture during the
1830s in the construction of large plantation houses. 14 In the 1840s and 1850s, the Greek
Revival style in Pitt County manifested itself in blocky proportions and in exterior
architectural details, such as comer pilasters, columns as porch supports (rather than
chamfered posts), and sidelights and transoms. Inside, mantels and surrounds exhibited
flat, linear forms; paneled aprons decorated the area below windows; and moldings with
comerblocks around doors and windows began to appear. During this period, central
passage, double-pile plans with interior chimneys became more popular, gradually
replacing the single-pile, hall-parlor plan with rear shed rooms as the more dominant
form. 15 A similar transformation occurred in adjacent Lenoir County. In nearby Wilson
County, the central passage, double-pile plan was slower to catch on, with two-story,
Pitt County Deed Book, Q4: 183.
Pitt County Deed Books, L5 :222, M5: 108.
1~ Pitt County Deed Book, W8: 115.
I) Pitt County Will Books, 5:7, 5:479; 72E: 168.
14 Catherine Bishir, North Carolina Architecture (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1990)
195.
15 Scott Power, ed. The Historic Architecture o[ Pill County, North Carolina (Pitt County, NC: The
Historical Society of Pitt County, 1991) 43-44.
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single-pile, two-room plans with exterior entrances into each room a predominant fonn
from 1840 to 1860, as in the Wiley Simms House (ca. 1840), Edwin Barnes House (ca.
1840), Smith House (ca. 1850), and the Dr. Stephen Woodard House (ca. 1855). 16
The Kittrell-Dail House is one of a few documented houses in the area constructed with
rear interior chimneys during the mid-nineteenth century .17 This form is more commonly
foUnd in the Piedmont regions of the South. In contrast, the Spier Worthington House
(ca. 1860), in nearby Winterville Township, exhibits the more prevalent form for twostory houses in the region: a two-story, three-bay, building with a low hip-roof and two
exterior end chimneys. 18 In many ways, the Kittrell-Dail House illustrates the transition
between the single-pile and double-pile plan in its two-story, central-passage, single-pile
main block with rear interior chimneys that also serve the one-story, rear shed rooms.
The function of the rear shed rooms as full-size parlors, rather than as service rooms or as
small, secondary social spaces, is another example of a gradual acceptance of a full
double-pile plan rather than the traditional single-pile form. The survival of the
detached kitchen also gives the property added architectural significance.
The Kittrell-Dail House is also notable for its unusual Greek Revival detailing around the
entry. The fretwork is singular, and exemplifies a skillful vernacular interpretation of
Greek Revival motifs. More commonly, Greek Revival fretwork was reinterpreted in
porch columns and balustrades, such as found in the Greek Revival portion of the King
House and the Tyson House in Falkland Township, Pitt County. 19 An entry with
sidelights, transom, and a split door was a more typical front door treatment, such as
found in the ca. 1849 Deberry-Mayo House and the ca. 1853 Joel Patrick House, than the
single door with transom surrounded by stylized fretwork found on the Kittrell-Dail
House. 2o The six interior fireplace mantels and the paneled aprons beneath the windows
also show an understanding of the Greek Revival aesthetic reinterpreted in the
architectural vocabulary of the region.

16 See M. Ruth Little, Coastal Plain & Fancy: The Historic Architecture of Lenoir County and Kinston,
North Carolina (Kinston, NC: Lenoir County Historical Society, 1998) 53-54; ande Kate Ohno, Wilson s

Architectural Heritage (Wilson County, NC: Wilson County, 1981) 53, 55,117,121.
17 Power, 63.
18 Power, 36l.
19 Power, 469.
20 Power, 65, 336.
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Verbal Boundary
Beginning at a point on the east side of Rountree Road approximately 450 feet south of
the intersection of Rountree Road and Abbott Farm Road; thence approximately 450 in a
northerly direction along the edge of Rountree Road to the intersection with Abbott Farm
Road~ thence approximately 450 in a easterly direction along the south side of Abbott
Farm Road to a point; thence approximately 450 in a southerly direction along the edge
of a fieldrow to a point; thence approximately 450 in a westerly direction to the place of
beginning; containing approximately 4.6 acres.

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes the extant, pre-1860 domestic buildings on the property, the house
and kitchen, and the surrounding house lot with its historic trees. The 4.6 acre lot, in
addition to including both contributing buildings, provides an appropriate rural context
for the property.
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1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid, zone 18
1927 North American Datum
To place on the predicted North American Datum 1983
move the projection lines 12 meters south and
27 meters west as shown by dashed corner ticks
Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown
fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked
There may by private in holdings within the boundaries of
the National or State reservations shown on this map
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