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Fox Haven is a large two-story brick dwelling five bays wide and three 
bays deep with a low brick fOlmdation delineated by a molded water table 
The main (south) facade and the we3t side are laid in Flemish bond while the 
east side and the rear are l~id in one-to-five common bond. Such a combina
tion of bonds is typical of brick houses built in western North Carolina 
during the Foderal period The placement of the chimneys, however is most 
unusual 'Ihere a:ro tvlO interior chimneys on the rear (north) facade, locate::1 
between the windows on either side of the rear entrance ~d a similar chimne~ 
on the south facade between the two west windows. Originally a molded 
wooden cornice carried around all four sides, pedimenting the gables Al
though this cornice has been removed, the projecting brick course which 
supported it remains and still creates a pedimented effect A large segment~ 
arched lunette which occurs in the tympanum of each end pediment is framed 
by two courses of rowlocks and a plain sill square in section. The remaining 
windows contain nine-over-nine sash with stuccoed flat arches above the firs~ ~ 
floor windows and a single rowlock course over those on the second. 

The house apparently was constructed with three entrances: the central 
doorways on the front and rear, and a side entrance in the south bay on the 
west gable end. The side entrance, however, was later changed to a window. 
The central entrance on the south facQc~8 is the most outstanding exterior 
feature of Fox Haven, with a wide flat-paneled door surmounted by a mul ti
paned transom that extends over the half-sidelights.. Both the lights and 
the door are framed by a delicate symmetrically molded architrave with 
corner blocks. The north entrance features similar but less elaborate trim. 

In plan, Fox Haven has a wide 'center hall with two rooms to the west 
and a large parlor to the east. The hall, finished with walls plastered 
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above a flat-paneled wainscot which is a replacement for the original, con
tains the main stair that rises in a single flight along the east wall. 
Enclosing the stair and the stair well at the second level is a plain Federa~-z 
style balustrade consisting of a rounded handrail and thin ba~usters square 
in section .. 

The east parlor seems small in contrast with the unusually large windows 
which light it. Set in flat-paneled splayed reveals, the nine-over-nine 
sash windows are accented by symmetrically molded architraves with rounded 
corner blocks and delicate molded sills. The mantel on the north wall con
sists of a plain frieze supported on thin flat-paneled pi1Bters, and is 
surmounted by a molded shelf which breaks out over the flat-paneled end 
blocks The mantel in the southwest room is more elaborate, featuring a 
paneled central tablet and end blocks supported on freestanding colonnettes .. 
The wainscot in this room is particularly handsome, conisting of a flat
paneled dado and a narrow molded chair rail adorned with horizontal reedingo 
The northwest parlor obviously was finished as a secondary room. The windows 
have simple molded architraves, the walls are plastered, and the mantel is 
quite plain with unadorned end blocks and frieze, and symmetrically molded 
pilasters .. 

The plan of the second floor is similar to the first,and the trim is 
like that found in the northwest parlor. Each m~l at this level is 
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different in the small northwest bedroom the mantel consists of a molded 
shelf) plain frieze) and a molded architrave around the opening; that in 
the southwest room is similar to the mantel in the northwest parlor except 
that the pilasters are fluted 

The only major difference in the plan of this level is the enclosed 
attic stair which rises west to east between the two west bedrooms and opens 
into the southwest corner of the northwest bedroom. The attic is unfinished. 
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John Morris patented 185 ac~ in what is now Rutrerford County in 1769~ 
This was perhaps his first grant in what was then known as Tryon ~ounty. 
To this land ho added 250 acres in 1771 and an additional 200 in 1774, his 
homestead then amounting to 635 acres. The story is told that Morris's 
home place on this land was called Fox Haven (also the name of the present 
dwelling) because of a service rendered by an Indian to the early settler. 
The Indian, who called himself "Fox," gave warning of a planned raid on 
the area and thereafter had to take refuge on Morris's plantation which 
then came to be called Fox Haven. 

John Morris was active in the early phase of the Ame'rican Revolution 
and was elected by the freeholders of the county to the Tryon County 'Com
mittee of Safety in 1775.. In the same year, he was present at the meeting 
of the committee when it resolved to subscribe to an association against 
"the tools of ministeri.:ti vengeance and despotism for the subjugating of 
all British America ...... " John Morris is said to have died in 1783, 
leaving the plantation to his son, James Morris, also a soldier in· the 
American Revolution. 

According to family tradition, J~nes Morris built the present brick 
house in 1823 and used the plantation as a horse farm. In his will of 
1855 he left lithe home plantation, with the mansion in which I now live 
.. .. e containing six hundred and thirty-six acres more or less" to his 
son, James B. Morris. The estate also included twenty-eight slaves. Fox 
Haven remained in the Morris family until it was sold in 1941 to We S. Green 
The present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Sumner, bought the property, 
now 432 acres, in 1948. 

Because of its unusual plan and chimney placement, Fox Haven is one 
of the more interesting examples of the two-story brick houses constructed 
in western North Carolina in the early nineteenth century. The house, whicl 
is in excellent condition, is distinguished by the well-executed Federal 
details of its entrance and lunettes. 
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