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S1 on a stone foundation among the and tobacco 
County is the house kno\i,m as La Grangeo It is the seat of a once 
extenfdve ion which till con 131 aeres of farmland The front 
portion of rame house is of simple Greek Revival character with Italianate bracket 
It is wide by deep with two interior An ell of uncertain 
date has been added to be northeast rear portion 
s covering random areas the house :Ls sheathed in The form 
and bracketed d~tail of house bear some similarities to the 18508 work oft-Jarrenton 
bui.lder Jacob ~Ir. Holt but there are also deviations from Holt s vocabulary Hhether 
he or perhaps a former associate had an influence on this house remains uncertaino 

A full one-story porch extends across the front of the house and features a bracket 
cornice and square fltlted columns with bracketed caps Pilasters with bracketed caps 
define the northwest and southeast corners of the main house. The carry a 
wide cornice with sparsely placed bracketsD The asymmetrical front entrance located 
slightly right of center consists of two four-paneled wooden doors surrounded by a 
transom and side lights containing colored glass and diamond-patterned muntins Above 
the door on the upper story is a windovl.. A.ll windm;Als on the front portion of 
the house have six-aver-six sash with the of the narrow panes in the triple 
windm;v which are two-·over-two 

The rear ell appears to be older than the front section of the house, 
of the Federal period However, Miss Nancy Wade, \vho grelN up at La 
that her great-grandfather insisted that the ell was added, by a 
Tbis section contains two windows, six-over-nine; but where in the 
lower \~indows are wider than the upper ones, the reverse is true of the windows in 
the ell.. An enclosed porch extends across the rear of the Greek Revival section.. It 
appears to be of nineteenth century da~e as well 

The front portion of the house has a center-hall plan two rooms deep.. The front 
rooms are much larger than those in the rear but all have high ceilings vrith tall 
w'indm,m to Simple Greek Revival finish occurs consistently throughout 

In the hall a stair with a round newel post and square balusters rises to a 
landing makes a.ninety degree angle, and continues to the second floor A lozenge 
motif occurs on the landing.. Marbelized enrich all the downs rooms 
and belm., the stair In the is gray, in the back rooms 
black and beneath the stair it is cream colored chair rail encircles three 
of the do~n18tairs rooms the fourth having been 

Simple post and lintel or crossetted mantels of simplified Greek Revival 
occur in all four rooms in the front 
four flat panels onthe lower story and 
vary,\; s orne molded with corner 

of the house and all doors consist of 
six 6n the upper.. Window and door ,surrounds 

others mitered or crosset 
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Another stair descends into an enclosed stair hall in the ell and is anchored 
with a square newel post Behind the stair hall is the kitchen containing an exposed 
brick chimney, paneled wainscot, and built-in cupboards vlith molded surrounds and 
corner lllocks. Two doors each consist of six raised panels open from the stair 
hall to the kitchen and from the stair hall to the porch, located on the west of the 
stair hall On the far northwest corner of the house is a small pantry 

There is an outbuilding of uncertain origin to the northeast of the house which 
contains t\;JO rooms separa ted by a large stone chimney. To the nor thwest of the house 
is an old family cemetery some of the stones dating to the first half of the nine
teenth century Members of both the Robards and Royster families are buried thereo 
Located behind the house and beyond th(~ arc pack houses which were once u3ecl 
in the farm's tobacco industry 



The Robards-Royster House, also known as La 
William Robards, a Granville County and 
of Robard's daughter Jane the house passed 
mmed by a succession of locally prominent 
nineteenth-century Greek Revival house is 

Unknmm 

built circa 1830 by 
Through the 

and has been 
The mid-

nacular architecture executed for successful eastern North Carolina planters 
bears some characteristics of the houses of Warrenton huilder Jacob Holt 

and 

Criteria Assessment: 

A~ Associated with the development of the agricultural economy of the north cen
tral piedmont counties along the Virginia border. 

B Associated "'lith William Robards successful planter and Treasurer of North 
Carolina associated y,Jith the Royster family, whose members have included locally 
prominent planters and physicians; possibly associated with builder Jacob Holt, 
whose work appears throughout eastern North Carolina 

C Reflects the '>1idespread use of the form and simplified Grecian and Italianate 
patternbook detail so popular in the mid-nineteenth century. Here motifs adapted by 
Warrenton builder Jacob Holt from pattern books of Asher Benjamin and William Ranlett 
are further modified probably by another builder Notable examples of marbleizing 
enrich the interior. 
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The Robards-Royster House, known local as LaGrange, is located about SiX miles 
north of the Vance Coun seat of Henderson. Parts of the house were bui tea. 1830 by 
Colonel William Robards, while his son-in-law Stephen Sampson Roys er made significant 
additions around 1850. There is some local tradition that parts of the house date back 
to the late eighteenth century. 

William Robards was born in Granville County in 1780 (Vance County was formed in 
1881» largely from Granville County). He ~'laS the fifth child of James Robards and Hary 
Massie. He represented Granville County in the North Carolina General Assembly in 1806 
and 1808. In 1825 he purchased LaGrange from the estate of the late Dr. John Hare. 
Robards served from 1827 to 1830 as the Treasurer of the State of North Carolina, replac
ing John S. Haywood in that position. He retired from public office in 1830 and built 
his plantation house about that time. He was a respected planter, who owned 21 slaves 
in 1830. Robards married Ann Satterwhite in 1802 and they had six children. l 

In 1840 Robards's daughter Jane married Stephen Sampson Ro~ster, native of Virg ia, 
who was born in 1810. ramily tradition rna tains that Royster came to Williamsboro to take 
part in a wedding and fell in love with Miss Robards, who was his partner in the wedd 
procession. They were married in the latter part of the year. William Robards died in 
1842. In 1849 Royster purchased LaGrange from the Robards estate for $5,000. It is pos
sible that he and h s wife had lived there for some time prior to his formal acquisition 
of the property. Shortly after this acquisition Royster made significant additions to 
the house. 2 

Royster was a large and successful planter. He was one of the area's largest 
tobacco growers. Tobacco had not reached the level of importance in North Carolina 
agriculture that it would reach after the Civil War, but it was a crop of some stature 
and Granville County was an area where much of it was grown. The 1850 census shows that 
Royster was farming 600 acres, with 1,000 acres unimproved. His real estate was valued 
at $13,000. He grew 30,000 pounds of tobacco, by far his larges crop. He also had a 
substantial amount of livestock, $1,320 worth, including 125 swine. Royster grew 1,200 

. bushels of wheat, 3,000 bushels of corn, and 2 tons of hay. He owned 43 slaves. 3 In 1860 
he had 900 acres under cultivation, valued at $19,500. The value of his livestock had 
increased to $4,050. Royster's tobacco production increased to 35,000 pounds, while he 
also grew 1,400 bushels of wheat, 2,SOO of corn, 1,500 of oats, and 10 tons of hay.4 

Royster's plantation suffered a typical post Civil War decline. He had 800 acres 
under cultivation, with a value of $11,000. His tobacco production declined dramatic Ily, 
down to 5,000 pounds. He still had a large amount of livestock and grew 1,750 bushels of 
corn, 1,000 of wheat, and 1,000 of oats,S 

Royster and his wife Jane had at least nine children. Royster died in 1878 and left 
LaGrange to his wife. 6 The 1880 census shows that she continued to farm the property wi 
help from her sons William, John, Richard, and Edward. The production of the farm was les 
than that of 1870, although the Royster's did grow over 2 1 000 pounds of co~ton. in 1880, 
Jane Royster died in the 1880s and divided the property among her children. Thomas Satter~ 
white Royster kept LaGrange. 7 Thomas Satterwhite Royster was a talented and versa ile man 
who taught school, put himself through medical school and became a physicfan of note. He 
willed the property to his wife Sallie Alston Royster,8 At her death the property 
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wa willed to her son Thomas son Royster, n prominent Henderson surgeon who died in 
19.39,9 His son Thomas Roy tel', Jr,) also a physician, is the present 'mvner of the prop-' 

For much of thi century LaGrange has been occupied by errants. Richard Ne 
who died in 1954, occupied the house with his family. In recent years the family of 
Jackson Lee Wade has occupied the property. Mr. Wade died in 1967 and his widow and 
daughter re the current occupants of the house. IO In addition to the old plantation 
house, the property contains several outbui and a family cemetery. 

LaGrange is still in good repair. Historically it is representative of both Gran
ville County's antebellum plantation life and Vance County's post-Civil War farm economy. 

The structures of course are closely related to the surrounding environment Archae~

ological remains, such as trash pits wells and structural remains which may be present 
can provide information valuable to the understanding and interpretation of the structures 
Information concerning use patterns, social standing and mobility, as well as structural 
details are often evident in the record Therefore ar 
remains may well be an important component of the significance of the structure At 
this time no investigation has been done to discover these remains but i is probable 
that they exist and this should be considered in any development of the proper 
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