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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF Ki'IOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Seth Jones 1847 Restaurant, or Alpheus Jones House, is 
example of unpretentious antebellum Greek Revival architecture 
into a fine foods restaurant, and, as such, presents an equally 
adaptive-use restoration 

an admirably restored 
It has been converted 

excellent instance of 

The house is a simple t1;,m-story rec.tangular frame structure ~ilith a hip roof covered 
w~th shakes. It is sheathed with weatherboarding and stands on a repointed foundation 
0:( regularly laid smooth ashlar--stone typical of northern \vake County The main block 
measures three bays by one bay and contains two rooms plus a center hall on each floor 
T\vo ro=::::::- interior chiI'l!leys project abnve the roof line; they are built of regular smooth 
ashlar with a one-course cap A one-story, hip roof extension, probably original, ex
tends across the rear of the house To the rear has been constructed a kitchen wing to 
serve the restallrant The severe rectilinearity of the house is offset by the hand
sOTely reconst.ructed t~\TO-story double Doric portico \"Thich proj eets from the center of 
thc~ \'17este.rn facade, under its m'ffi small hipped roof Both upper and lo"\qer porch "valls 
have flush siding. A similar one-story portico projects from the northern, side. 

A hroad box cornice acts as an overhsnging eave, the soffit of which is underlined 
a s trip at bead molding Cor.,J.erposts are sYIilmetrically molded. Door and ~"lindm·v trim 

t3 similar molded "li,ith square, una·ctic.ulatsd corner blocks 

The sash has been appropriately reconstructed; siz-over-six s~sh punctuates the 
nor western and southern sides while nine-over-nine sash appears on a]l th=ee 
sides of the attached shed and on the single window of the second story rear of t~e 

TTl.ain block .. 

The house is entered from the western portico through a flat-paneled double door 
vihj.ch I'TaS originally situated "\vithin the house, marking the passage from the stair hall 
of the main block to the center hall of the rear shed The double door, set within 
sYI~GnetLical molding is flanked by fluted pilas ters, and sU1.illountecl by a four .. light 

The fIrst-floor stair hall and the rooms to the north and south of it featLrre 
marbleized baseboards. A flat-paneled wainscot runs throughout the stair hall and the 
front and rear northern rooms. With the exception of th~ s0uth2rn rear room, all of 
the rooms originally contained strips of picture ~olcling flush with the wall Interior 
door and (.,7indm,r tri~[l is similar to that of the e~,:terior ~ITith beacling;J fillets, and 

uare cornec blocks. 

the sou!:h':2rn \Iill1 o~ ' .... he s 
bciluE.~tet..3 ;-l.::lJ a L/rrn2G TIe'Hel 

~ck [0 front in 2 S 1e s 1:: "('un, 

r hRll is an cpen-string stair with thin 
OJ a circular finial. It eL.se.s from 

lel.ict ashlar 
2re entical) as are tho 

The TtlClui-,pls in the [PO firs t-·floor f (ont 
rear sh::'.d rOOIns ~ Th'2 front coom m8.ntels 

rooms 
have 

cuJ.oll.nei: tes iClth to t~2 li1antel ~3hc~lf; .flank a 
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frieze with a simple horizontal. flat panel. The back room mantels have s~~etrically 
molded pilasters supporting plain end blocks which flank a frieze with one horizohtal 
flat panel. The upsta~rs mantels are similar with flat paneled frieze and reeded, 
splayed, engaged colonnettes 

A one-story frame outbuilding is used as a garden and florist shop, "Flowers 
for Seth .Jones):r Gnd other outbuildings exist as :,7211. 

The Seth Jones 1847 Restaurant consistently expresses a sensibility of restraint 
and simpl:Lci ty . Its res tara tion, 'iJhile fnel eec1 extens i ve 1 has held to these ideals 2nd 
the result is bach harmonious and dignified 



?cRIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ PREHISTOHIC ----.ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

1400-1499 ----.ARCHEOLOGy-HiSTORiC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

__ 1500-1599 X"-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

___ : 600-1699 ----.ARCH!TECTU RE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

1700. ! 799 -AHT _ENGINEERII'JG _MUSIC _THEATER 

1 <::00·1899 _COt,,'MERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

___ 19()(l- _COMMUNICATIONS _'NDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_'NVENTION 

SPECIF!: DATES 1847 
BUI LDERI ARCH ITECT 

STATE~jlENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

The Seth Jones 1847 Restaurant, or Alpheus Jones House, is a handsome, unpretentious 
and representative Greek Revival plantation house, with consistent, typical Greek Revival 
±in~sh throughout It Has built for Alpheus Jones) son of Seth Jones, about 1847 The 
building has b.~E:n sensitively renovated for a successful· adaptive use as a restaurant 

.. __ ._-_._.-----------_._----

The house was pro~ably completed in 1847 on a 680-acre tract of land given to 
Alpheus Jones in 1842 by his father, Seth Jones Seth Jones (ca 1784-1866) was a 
:'"12mber of the North Carolina House of Commons from 1814 to lE319, and later operate.d an 
academy Ilear his Hake County plantation kno~,m as Fornona o A successful breeder of live
:.; tack Cl"ld. thoroughbred racehorses) he \;vas knm.vn also fo1.' his sefen tifle agric:ultural 
p:--acti.ces. 

:i'::"_U3 Jone.s 1'I.:1S born in H:::.ke County about 1820 He. attended the. University of 
th Cc~(olinQ) \'lh2r'~ he .served as pr:::.side.nt of the Dialectic. Soc.i.ety and as valedic-

::ori'1Ll of th:2 graduating class of 1839. (He ,>T28 as,larded the degree of master of arts 
in 1J4'},) He D_ppace.nt then stc.clied 1av7 and'--after settling on his Hake County plan-

;: i~)ll ::i')C ut 13~f /'--became a farmer ~ 

A Limber found in the Alpheus Jones House bearing the inscription "Richard Ligon 
~Zctcch 28" 1847 11 suggests this as the completion date, although it is uncertain '.7hether 

',·ra:::> in fact the bui.1der" The 1850 census of Hake County includes Ligon) but li,sts 
:.. i.:::; rcc ·3.:3 cL grocer 4 J. J, Dunn) a lifelong 'neighbor of the Jones family) in 
1 11 :CC~'22l:lb=recl the l'l.Lpheus Jones House as tlA tf,110 story house on a stone foundation 
:ClfY:nJt £O~tr feet h'i,gh., of heavy tiIltbers, the best that could be gotten /-7 Hr, Jones i;las 

/ pal:ticular about the mate-cLal 11 The 1850 census lists Jones as a---Y(La\;lTyer ly. Farmer!! 
'litd cr:edits him \17ith the Qi.mersh:i.p of sev;:'nteen E;l3.ves and real e.state WO'r-th $4, LJ78. 

Jones resided in his house for only about seven years. He died of "pulmonary 
_";)c~~;!i.:;::i)tJOnn in l854 at the age of thirty-four" His 'I;,Till devised his entire estate both 
1 -=:':11 ::1.c<1 pers')nal to h:Ls Hidmv EIL~2.be':h T. Jones, Nrs, Jones survived her husband by 

'::1.. 1;·7ill '>lh:Lch dtceci:ed thai.: lithe. carI1] LJe carriecl on iLl, the S(tm2 

rl.f; -'_t ",JetS in r,:y lif2ti.IIlr~. II Thl.2\ITill de'\;i~r::d to e:lch of thre,~ m.inor children 3. 

of f s ani life estates in the 1,230-acre homeplace tract with the 
u~ each l~£e estate to pass in equal shares to Mrs. Jones s surviving 

Tn IT76 (the yea,::" in i .. 7hic;1 HI'S . .lone.s 1 s child Alfred attained 11]_s 
hrt:=e Jones childre.iL a on a divis:Lon of t:bej_L mothe 1.::" s landholdings 

l'~11 t\,ieT1ty-'O~l.c::-·ye,:ly -old Al b::-ed JOI1(-::'S J~e~:E-_'ii}ed El 590-.::1.2.1::'2 tract inclucl 
,JOO" He and hi.s\:Lre L-Lzzie. becam2 residenl:s the'Ct3 

I i 
I 
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In the mid-1880s Jones made out to two individuals deeds of trust on the life estate 
portion (one-half) of his interest in the Alpheus Jones House, but in 1888 he defaulted 
JOfi2S'S trustees thereupon sold his life interest at public auction to J s 
$4 000. Wynne in turn sold the interest to Richard Stanhope Pullen for the same amount 
Pullen, a major benefactor of North Carolina State University and a Raleigh real estate 
developer, retained m,mership a f the Alfred Jones life interest until his (Pullen s) 
death i~ 1895 Hc did not, however ~ake his home at the Jones Farm 

Mrs. Lizzie Jones, who resided at the Alphcus Jones House with her husband Alfred 
from 1879 to 1888, later described the Jones 110mestead as it appeared in the latter year. 
The homepla.ce Brs. Jones recalled) included 

Th:.c~ House Place, and in the yard a smokehouse and dairy and just ant of tJle y<.yr·d 
a large corl~ crib) stable and an outhouse) one double house and in the lower grove 
tJ33 the overseer's house. Just across the road in front of the home place was a 
tenant house and just down 1:he road a little way were two tenant houses and still 
furth'2l' dOi l1I1 opposit'2: PeT"TY Grove "I;\7a3 ano.::her • "l;17hen \,Je fiL"st went there tn':"= 
lc:itche.n \133 in the. yard) out \;'18 had the.t moved dor.m on the. l:,oad That: is still 

911/ there)that= is on'" of the. tenant. houses; '.-le ha,j a kitchen built on to th.~ 
hUL!s-';-, " ~. Fir" .. ba,· .. )7 F'lS i11 T)D_cfp" 1- ord'-"'r an(1 ('onclition It \'Jas a n:LC2. J.::LC:2-2 i_ .1 L.. l.. -- -=-':1 Ie, '- - -.I.. ,.... _ ....... '-- _ \ \_. _ '-"" .' _ . _,_ J .;. __ , 

barn; that 1.IJaS Gurn2d < seTfcTal yeaxs after I left /1:'-h2 111.ct1ls=Lon 1"louse.7 
has five large rooms dm,m stairs and tl;I/O largi2 rooms upstairs .~{~d an .,::,_ttac ~3iil-
aDd ~le added on a back parch pantry and ki.tchen . the front and the side ya~ds 
!;vere fenced off \ATith pic.ket fencingo . /The tenant houses7 \17ere in good 
condit.ioD. Tenants in all of the.m~ _lrhe dairy \'va!}7A fi"ame building, but 
very nice. it was ceiled nicely with sills lined with charcoal and it was a pity 
for it to go t.o ruin 

In a division of R. S. Pul12n's estate in November 1898, court-appointed 
cOD~lssioners sold the Alfred Jones life interest to W. A. Myatt for $1,500 tt 
remained mmer of the Alfred JOilf::?S interest from 1898 to 1909, but he rented the home

a.co. to various tenants during tiLLS time 

Afcer Alfred Jones's death in January 1907 his children filed suit in Wake Councy 
ior Court to recover respective portions of their father's life estate in the Jones 

!l.()[1:28tt.~rlrl) a.nd to r2COVf.C:.!::' from H. A, tt co:npeTIsation foe his \1)3.8te of t=he 
.cTcm pCCJperty Te~:Jtimony token in the COLlC:;<=: c)f this suit suggests that the 
Jon(~s House did indfced suffer: from the le'Jd-1909 period, the 2vicienc:.:: 

::.;) hO"I~\!e:,:) thai: I~ll.i.ch of Hl:_: e.lctecioc:ltton lJ::Ld occurred b r~\.JeeTI 1808 clnd 189.~~ 

R. S Pullen was in p03S2S~io~ of the .]. J. Dunn, who hdd admired 
J Oile~--::: 3 blLLJc! 

in 1908:: 
rnet~~t()(i 
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It was in poor condition; the front porch was going to decay, falling loose from 
the house, propped up with poles; and the plastering ~\ras in bad condition and I 
noticed the rats had made a hole in the wall ahol1t thr~e feet from the mRntel Rnd 
the laths had given way. The blinds were in bad condition; and the back part used 
as a kitchen was so bad no one used it but had moved the stove in one of the 
cil'7elling rooms ~ 1The dairx7 had gone to ruin I thought 2 There \'lere 
no fences I think they were cultivating cotton in the yard 

After a lengthy court battle 0qhich eventually reached the Supreme Court of North 
Carolina), the 590-acre homeplace tract was valued by court-appointed commissioners at 
$10~ 000 and divided in 1911 betl;veen H. A~ Hyatt and the heirs of Alfred Jones In this 
division the Jones heirs received a 130-·acre portion, including the mansion house ~ 

After 1911 the property exchanged hands three tiQ2S. The present owners, Dr and 
Mrs. William W. Hedrick, acqllired the house in 1968, restored it, and are today (1975) 

lng it as a fine-foods restaurant under the trade ll2::ne "Seth Jones 1847 II 

of Hrs M J.J-Lzzie C, JOIl2S Ln Jone,'3 17" tt 1-2 6, Alfred Jones Estate 

t of J. ,J. J)UI1U it1 J01l2:"1 v, 
COU"Clty 
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