
w 

, ;\ 
-, I 

(Type: <11 J entries complel C sec/ions) 

ICOMMON: 

junction of S.R 1112 and S.R. 

Valle Crucis (Tenth Congressional District, The Hon James Bro hill) 

' North Carolina Watauga v I STATE _________________________________ ~ ______ ~C_O_U_N_T __ Y~:~ _____________________________ I! lCJ9
DE 

I", 
,..-------- --- -'-~-

CLASSIFICATIOt~ I 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

Di strict ~x Bui Iding 

l~' Site Structure 

10 
I 

Public 

I~ Private 

I~ Both 

OWNERSHIP 

I Public Acquisition: 

: ~ In Process 

~ Being Considered 

IPRESENT USE (Check One or More ns Appropriate) 

i [J Agriculture: 
I 

1 I..L.­

!~ 
I L-

i, 
1-

Education,,1 

Entertainment 

0 
0 
[J 

:=! 

Government C I~ork 

Industrial L-....JI Private Res idence 

Mi litory CJ Religious 

Museum LJ Sci ent ifi c 

C 

ST ATUS 

I
ZJ Occupied 

,:::J Unoccupied 

ACCE~S:BLE 

TO ThE P03L1C 

i 
!~ 
!........, 

'(es: 

Rl:s!rlct,,,d 

: CJ Preservation work = 
in progress 

Transportati on o CommentS 

o Other (Specify) 

; 4, OW N ~ R 0 F P:~ 0 PERT Y 
I OWNER's NAME: 

I l1mTard ~IJ. i-Ias"t, Jr. 
ISTREET AND NuMBER: 

, "Pos -cm2ster '::J 

:::::::: 
0 » 
I-S ..... ' 
s;: .'11 

II-' 

J

CITY OR TOWN: S7ATE: CODE i~ 
:--------110 

~.JTal.le-CX'Jl.-c.-i-s--__________________ ----I-----N----' 0_:r_t ____ h~,....=.-_______ ...;::;:.. ___ ..,__:__'--""3-'7'--___,~ , 
[s. LOCAT10N OF LEGAL DESCRiPTlON ;i::; ; 

;COURTH'OLi"SE.REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: I;:.a---I 
1 () 

1 ~J2.tauga County Courthouse !~ r 
!STREET AND NUMBER: 

! 

Boone 
------

16 . REPRESE:NiATlON IN EXiSTING SURVEYS 
iTITLE OF SURV::::Y: 

I 

~0"o:rth Carolina 37 

..... , 
-< 

,-i 
:::D -:-

,rIG-h--T-E--O-F--S-U-r-:V--C-Y-:-------------------------------~--,--F-c-d-e-rG-l-------C--~--S-ta-t-e------~--I--C-o-u-n-ty------[]----L-o-c-a-I------~--~-< 

..>c:..?CSITO:=C'{· ;-8-8 SURVEY F-ECORDS: 

;;j 
C 

r., !STF,EET ANO NUMBER: 

0 

CODE 
i 
-<. 

CiTY OR TO\'1~: STATE: 

:J 
> 

r:1 

I 



I 

I, !j, 

up of three 
gable roof 

to the left and a narrovJer two-story 
have d behind fronts The three 

present a conrmon facade The central section, vJhich has a raised 
gable, is three bays w-ide vn th a central entrance The double door is 
SU1~olli~ted by a three-light transom beneath a decorative band a 
segmental arch springing from , elongated corner blocks In tbe 
flanking bays are large six-pane display l'lindo"Lvs At the, second level are 
windO"Lvs containing six-over-six sash and featuring segmental-arched heads 
like the one over the door A single mndow of the SaYfle type appears in 
the gable The right section, apparently constructed at the same tiffie as 
the central section, is t~o stories high, and reaches to the height of the 
eaves of the main block Two openings occur in the first story a 
"Lvindmv in the left bay and a double door Ivi th tvTo long panels on each le af I 
in the right. A single central vnndo'Lv appears in the gable All openings 
are treated "L'Jith segmental-arched heads like those of the main block AbOVE! 
a plain frieze, a vertically boarded segmental-arched central p~~apet gives: 
the facade added height. To th~ right of this section is a small one-storYj' 
addition vnth a false front and' a large loading entrance with board-arld-
batten double cioors. . 

The one-story left wing, perhaps a later addition, is three bays Hide, 
Hi th the entrance set in vJidely splayed reveals The door has paYlels like 
that :"n the center section, but is SuxTTlolU1ted by a plcin thio-light t::'~2l1sow. , 
In the reveals B..'1d in the flanking bays there are large display v!inCOiJS 
containing two-over-two sash beneath similar transoms The false front of 
this section, which rises sewral feet above the shed roof, to the eave levt;l 
of the central section, features at each end of the facade a raised rOlli'1d­
arched parapet. A tiny open gable-roof structure abuts this "ling on the 
left, with a standing-seam tin roof sheltering tl-TO gasoline pumps 

The interior of the store is dominated by a breathtaking array of 
merchandise Hashboa;cds, apples, dog food, saddles, SaJvS, crockery, laundr:y:c, 
tubs, coal scuttles, clothing, s, electrical equipment, medicine 
pmver sa~'V-s, baskets, tricycles, glassvTare, furni ture The vJhole g2mut of 
supplies that might be needed in a small, remote v-illage--from h-rilc. herbs 
and roo"Gs to nParnpersTl disposable diapers--crm-rd the shelves, stack the I 

aisles ~'1d tang from the ceiling The 'Lvalls are lined 'Ln th old advertisin: 
posters and calendars A pot"':bellied stove surrolU1ded by well-Horn chairs I 
heats the left section0 The r~ddle section has a stair rising from the I 
middle of the large room to the second floor; a molded rail is suppo~ ~ad by I 

baluC/ters sQ'C.are in. sec tion.. Host of tLe displaY counters are of ",;-ooci) 'J=--;:j~ 
vertical flat pa.'1els A number of early glass display cases e)""lst as ~ve::Ll 
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

i During the nineteenth century and a good part of, the tL,;entieth, when 
i most 01 North Garolina--and America--vIas essentially , the general., 

I 
store was an important cOIT@ercial and social institution, serving not only 
as tne only local SOUTce 01 maYlufac tured goods, but also as meeting place, i 

I
, post office, and c oiTl1l1uni ty center In the last half of the ti;Jentieth centul1Y, 

nOvJ"8ver, as population patterns change, this once -vital element of rural II 

I life is becoming an anachronism Still operating in the isolated mountain 
village of Valle Grucl.s is HOlfJard 1'J .. Mast, Inc, a shabbily pictUTesque but! 
thriving general s tore a vividly typical a'1.d c omple te sur vi vor of a rapidlf 
vanishing breed The store wi th its extraordir.ary Heal th of all sorts of ! 
merchandise, its durable association Hi th the l/[ast family, and its unmis- i 
takable air of being the genuine article rather than a quaint fabrication, 
is a remarkable exarr:ple of an important vernacular insti tution 

According to local tradi-:::ion, the store Was operating as eaTly as the 
last half of the nineteenth century but the oldest portion of the present 
structure Was reportedly built in 1898 The store was calleo Taylor and 
Hast until 1tl .. W. Mast bought "one store house and lotI! from G DOl Taylor 
in 1913. Living across the road in a rambling fa-~ouse built about 1903, 
!viast ran his business prudently, expanding several times during his m'Jner-
ship Keeping abreast of the changing times, Mast contracted vn th Standard 
Oil of New Jersey in 1930 for the "exclusive right to store and sell gasoline, 
motor fuels, kerosene, etco" I 

i 
I1ast died in 1959, but his business remained in hi.s family. T11e store I 

Vlhich vv-as incor2Jorated in 1951 has been operated continuously a member 
of the l'iast family trxoughout the u.Jentie th centl.:i.ry. 1tl & W. Hast r s son, 
Howard, vIho lives across the road in his father1s house, recently retired 
and his son HmIard is the present Qi;'mer ano postmaster (This store has 
served as the post office for the area, off and on, for most of its 
existence .. ) 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby non-,ina te this property for inclusion 

in the Nationc:l Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedu res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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