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Concept 

 

Streamlining of Permit Exemptions Rule 

 

Reason for Action 

 

 The Division of Air Quality (DAQ) seeks to simplify and improve Rule 15A NCAC 02Q 

.0102, Activities Exempted From Permit Requirements. The DAQ seeks to improve the non-

Title V permitting program in a way that balances the level of effort for administrative tasks with 

environmental impact. 

  

Scope/Nature/Summary 

 

Rule 15A NCAC 02Q .0102 governs activities exempted from air quality permit 

requirements. The rule has been amended several times through the years to address specific 

issues.  As a result, the overall size and structure of the rule has evolved in a way that makes it 

difficult to read, understand and implement and it has become a source of frustration for both 

Division of Air Quality (DAQ) staff and the regulated community.   

 

To address this issue the DAQ formed an internal subcommittee of its existing Permits 

Workgroup to review and recommend revisions to the rule to make it easier to understand and 

use by affected facilities and DAQ staff. The Division also plans to seek external stakeholder 

input on the draft amendments later this summer. The resulting proposed rule changes are 

anticipated to lead to efficiencies for permitted facilities and DAQ staff. Additional air quality 

rules and amendments may be needed to implement all of the revisions being considered. For 

example, additional rules in the 15A NCAC 02Q .0900 - Permit Exemptions - section are 

recommended for certain categories of facilities or sources that have very small emission 

profiles. In effect, these additional rules will provide an exemption from permitting, provided 

that the conditions of the rule are met. The DAQ will develop compliance assistance plans for 

facilities that can take advantage of the new permit exemptions to ensure environmental 

compliance is maintained. 

 

This rule amendment is recommended by DAQ staff. 

 

 

Statutory Authority 
 

 G.S. 143-215.3(a)(1); 143-215.107(a)(4); 143-215.108.  

 


