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WINDsor - Local organi-
zations recently received 
grants.

 Eleven local organizations 
received funding from Vi-

dant Bertie Hospital Devel-
opment Council through the 
2016-2017 Community Benefit 
Grant Program.

“We are grateful to part-
ner with these organizations. 
In the eleven years we have 
done the program, we have 

dispersed 116 grants and just 
surpassed the $1 million mark 
with this round of grants,” 
said Vidant Community Rela-
tions Director Luann Joyner.

“We think this is an impor-
tant thing we do for the com-
munity,” said Vidant Bertie 

President Jeff Sackrison. 
Recipients received a plaque 

to hang in their offices show-
ing their award.

The first announced recipi-
ent was Albemarle Regional 

Vidant Bertie grants reach $1 million

See GraNts, Page A6
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N.C. Secretary of Environmental Quality Donald van der Vaart 
(second from right) speaks with (from left) Windsor Mayor 
Jim Hoggard, Chief Deputy Secretary John Evans and Town 

Administrator Allen Castelloe during his visit to the Cashie 
Tree House Village last week. Four members of van der Vaart’s 
department visited Windsor.

‘State’ly viSit
DEQ Secretary 
visits tree house
village on Cashie

DEQ Secretary Donald van der Vaart tours the inside of one of the tree houses 
on the Cashie River.

By Thadd WhiTe
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WINDsor – The Cashie Tree House 
Village continues to garner atten-
tion.

Windsor Mayor Jim Hoggard 
hosted Secretary Donald van der 
Vaart of the N.C. Department of 
Environmental Quality last week. 
Secretary van der Vaart had re-
quested a visit with the town to 
tour the two tree houses recently 
completed on the Cashie River.

“It was an honor to have him 

By Thadd WhiTe
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aulaNDEr – The Aul-
ander Fire Department 
is making the most of 
every dollar.

AFD Chief David C. 
Klingler recently an-
nounced the depart-
ment has received a 
grant of $29,886.59 from 
North Carolina’s Volun-
teer Fire Department 
Fund.

The money was 
matched by funds given 
to the department by 
the town of Aulander, as 
well as money raised by 
the department itself.

Klingler said the grant 
funds were important 
for his department.

“It means we’ll have 
equipment,” he said. 
“We always use the 
funds to buy equipment 
because we don’t have 
a lot of money to pur-
chase equipment.

“We are a municipal 
department, and our 
budget is minimal com-
pared to the cost to 
run a fire department,” 
Klingler added. “Grant 
funds help us a lot.”

The funds were used 

Buffalo 
born at 

Zoo
New calf 

makes four
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WINDsor - Bertie 
County Cooperative 
Extension has a new 
director.

Billy Barrow became 
the new director of the 

Bertie County Coop-
erative Extension on 
July 1. Barrow took the 
place of long time di-
rector Richard Rhodes, 
who retired in Decem-
ber.

Barrow comes from 
Golden Peanut Compa-

ny, where he was em-
ployed for 25 years. He 
was a supervisor who 
traveled throughout 
North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Virginia, 
lastly working at the 
Golden Peanut Aul-
ander facility until its 

closing.
Before his career at 

Golden peanut Compa-
ny, Barrow worked at 
the North Carolina Co-
operative Extension in 
Brunswick and Wayne 
Counties.

Barrow is a native of 

Northampton County 
and is a graduate of 
North Carolina State 
University and Univer-
sity of North Carolina-
Wilmington.

He is married and has 

Barrow takes reins as County Extension Director

See DIrECtor, Page A5

By ashLey cromie

Windsor/Bertie Chamber

WINDsor - The latest 
addition to the Liver-
mon Park and Zoo has 
arrived in the form of a 
baby buffalo.  

Last week, a calf ap-
peared already weigh-
ing around 50 pounds 
and being approximate-
ly three feet tall. The 
calf was born without 
any humps or horns, 
which is normal. The 
baby buffalo will nurse 
for approximately nine 
months.

This calf joins its sis-
ter, Ellie Mae, who was 
born in May  2015. Ellie 
Mae is now approxi-
mately 600-700 pounds, 
which makes her a very 
big sister. 

The mom and dad 
both weigh over 1,000 
pounds and are be-
tween five and six feet 
tall. This family shares 
more than an acre of 
space at the Livermon 
Park and Zoo. 

Commonly called a 
buffalo, these animals 
are American Bison. 
There are approxi-
mately one half million 
American Bison in the 
United States today. 
Buffalo were found in 
the southeastern United 
States, including North 

See VIsIt, Page A5
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Brian Center
Health and Rehabilitation of Windsor
Caring For Those Who Have Cared For You

252·794·5146

Featured from left to right in the picture are Becky Hardison, PTA,  
Spurgeon Brockington, Regina Bond, OT, and Melanie Joyner, COTA.

"I enjoyed my stay at the Brian Center of Windsor. Physical 
therapists were nice to me and worked with me so I can  
walk on my own. They did me so well that when I was 
discharged from the Brian Center I was able to walk  
out the door with my walker folded up in my hand."

-Spurgeon Brockington

Windsor takes 
steps to sell 
small property

By Thadd WhiTe
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WINDSOR – It was a 
dual benefit.

The Windsor Board 
of Commissioners ap-
proved by consensus 
moving forward with 
the possible sale of 
downtown property 
located behind several 
businesses on South 
King Street.

Windsor Town Ad-
ministrator Allen Cas-
telloe told the board 
he had spoken with 
Mike Baker, one of the 
owners of King Street 
Grill about the possible 
purchase of the strip 
of property behind his 
business and that of 
Cooper Insurance, and 
J.B. Cherry Insurance.

Baker then spoke to 
the board and said he 
wanted to either pur-
chase the property or 
lease it to allow the 
business to expand.

Commissioner David 
Overton asked whether 
he planned to have any 
structure there, and 
Baker said the business 
would like to expand 
the kitchen, but most 
of it would be a patio 
structure for custom-
ers’ outdoor dining.

Mayor Pro-Tempore 
Bob Brown said when 
the town took over the 
property it was with the 
intention of returning it 
to the tax base.

“We said then if we 
had a buyer, we would 
sell it,” Brown said. 
“I don’t have a prob-
lem with selling it. We 
have people who have 
brought a business to 
Windsor, and it is do-
ing well and they want 
to expand it. I think we 
should support that.”

Castelloe said the 
town had paved about 
half of the property be-
hind King Street Grill, 
so that part would not 
be able to be sold. 

Overton suggested 
Baker should make an 

offer on the property, 
thereby giving the town 
something to consider. 
Overton also reminded 
the board if the town 
accepted the bid, it 
would still have to be 
offered for upset bid.

“That’s the way it 
would have to work,” 
Castelloe added.

Commissioner Cathy 
Wilson said it would 
be her preference to 
sell the property rather 
than lease it.

Castelloe said Baker 
should make an offer, 
then give the town a 
chance to negotiate be-
fore advertising it.

Overton said he would 
prefer to deal with the 
owner of the building, 
and Baker said he had 
the opportunity to buy 
the building. He said the 
owner wants to sell the 
building, and that can 
be handled before the 
property is purchased.

“I promise you we will 
make it look up to the 
standards of the town,” 
Baker said. “It will be 
something people will 
enjoy.”

Overton said he was 
glad the business was 
doing well, and com-
mended the owners for 
their work.

“We’re very pleased,” 
Brown added. 

Wilson said Baker 
should come back with 
an offer, and that would 
start the process.

Overton said at this 
point the board seemed 
to be open to the idea.

Castelloe said he 
would make sure the 
prospective structure 
would meet town ordi-
nances before the sale 
went through.

“We want to make 
sure it meets all the re-
quirements before they 
spend money,” he said.

The board agreed 
by consensus to move 
forward with Commis-
sioner Lawrence Carter 
Jr. absent.

n

King Street Grill hoping to 
expand, add new pavilion
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A group of those touring the Cashie Tree House Village take time 
to discuss the project. From left are Windsor Mayor Jim Hoggard, 
Town Adminstrator Allen Castelloe, Windsor/Bertie Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director Lewis Hoggard, Windsor Consultant 
David Hodges and N.C. Secretary of Environmental Quality Donald 
van der Vaart.

Visit
From Page A1

here,” Hoggard said. 
“They called and asked 
to come, so that was 
very good for us.”

Hoggard and a local 
delegation including 
Windsor Commissioner 
Cathy Wilson, Town 
Administrator Allen 
Castelloe, Tourism Di-
rector Billy Smithwick, 
Windsor/Bertie Cham-
ber of Commerce Ex-
ecutive Director Lewis 
Hoggard, Recreation 
Director Jeremy Maxik, 
Police Chief Todd Lane 
and Police Sgt. Justin 
Jackson welcomed van 
der Vaart, two under 
secretaries, and the de-
partment’s communica-
tion director. Visiting 
along with the secretary 
were Chief Deputy Sec-
retary John Evans and 
Assistant Secretary to 
the Environment Tom 
Reeder.

“We were pleased to 
have all of them in at-
tendance,” Hoggard 
said. “It was good to 
be able to take them 
through Livermon Park 
and Mini Zoo before 
taking them out to see 
the tree house village.”

Secretary van der 
Vaart said he was 
pleased with what he 
saw upon arriving at 
the Cashie Tree House 
Village.

“I was very impressed 
with the creativity of 
the tree houses, and 
had never seen any-
thing quite like it,” he 
said. “I can tell that a 
lot of planning had to 
be done to overcome 
obstacles, like building 

Windsor Tourism Director Billy Smithwick (right) gives Secretary Donald van der Vaart a tour of one of 
the tree houses on the Cashie River.

them so that the trees 
inside and around them 
can continue to grow 
without disturbing the 
structures.”

He also said he knew 
the project was good 
for North Carolina.

“Projects like these 
boost North Carolina’s 
economy and ecotour-
ism efforts,” Secretary 
van der Vaart said. “Not 
only has this brought 
jobs into Windsor, but it 
will bring out-of-town, 
and even out-of-state 
guests who will enjoy 
the Cashie River, and 
do business with local 
restaurants and shops.”

The mayor said the 
tree house village was 
something town lead-
ers were proud to show 
off because of the hard 
work that has gone into 
making the novel proj-
ect possible.

“We are proud of it 
and feel like we have 
something to show off,” 
he said. “The Cashie 
Tree House Village is 
going to be another ex-
cellent calling card for 

our town.”
Other state officials 

have arrived and toured 
the village since the 
secretary came last 
week, and others are 
expected.

The tree houses at the 
Cashie Tree House Vil-

lage are expected to be 
available for rent some-
time this fall.

The town and the vil-
lage recently received 
the national spotlight 
when they were fea-
tured on the DIY Net-
work.

N.C. Enironmental Quality Chief Deputy Secretary John Evans takes 
a copy of Eastern Living Magazine and has a rest on the patio of one 
of the tree houses at Cashie Tree House Village.
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Director
three adult children.

“I hope to build on 
the success of Richard 
Rhodes. We have many 
programs including ag-

riculture, youth servic-
es, and consumer and 
family services. I hope 
to work to improve the 
current programs,” said 
Barrow.

Barrow added that he 
has an excellent group 
of staff members and 
he looks forward to 
working with Bertie.

n
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