
B the Change
Benefit Corporations as a Force for Good in the 

World



NC B Corp Movement

2,100 B Corporations      50 Countries      130 Industries      1 Unifying Goal



With the tagline "dirt to shirt," TS Designs was the first B Corp in North Carolina.



Lulu offers all of their employees 3 paid volunteer days to spend outside of the office 

volunteering with a group of their choice.



Seventh Generation has a venture arm housed in Raleigh that invests in socially responsible 

product based companies.



Solidarity Capital Group, the fund advisor for Solidarity Capital Fund and the United Way’s 

Innovate United Fund, has enabled local investors to fund 14 impact entrepreneurs, including 5 

certified B Corps.



The only ad agency that is a B Corps and also owns a brewery. 

Ponysaurus Brewing.



Did you know greater than 20% of Riley Life revenue comes from other B Corporations?



HQ was the first certified B Corps co-working space in North Carolina and the second brand in 

the USA!



Helping organizations recognize that caring about employee safety & health is of greater 
value than simply complying with safety & health regulations.



Everything you wanted to know about B Corps...

but didn’t know who to ask...

@NCBCorps   #NCBCorps

@lizmtracy                         Liz Tracy

@HQRaleigh

@jyinkathomas Jessica 

Thomas

@NCStateBSC

@dmachles David 

Machles

@dimensionsohs



Using Business as a Force for Good

● What is a Certified B Corp

○ Background, History and Community

● Benefits of becoming a B Corp

● How do I become a B Corp

● B Corp Local Resources



What is a B Corporation?

Benefit Corporation  
A Legal Corporate Structure

Certified B Corporation  
A Certification Process

Analogous to:



Building a 

community of leaders

A global community of Certified B Corporations who meet 

the highest standards of verified, overall social and 

environmental performance, public transparency, and legal 

accountability.  

2100
CERTIFIED B CORPS

50
COUNTRIES

130
INDUSTRIES

1
UNIFYING GOAL



NC B Corp Movement

2,100 B Corporations      50 Countries      130 Industries      1 Unifying Goal





How Did the B Corps Concept Begin?



Why Certify?

● Collaborate with Peers

● Build Credibility and Amplify Voice

● Attract and Retain Talent

● Raise Capital



B Lab is a nonprofit that serves a global movement of 

people using business as a force for good.

Its vision is that all companies will compete to be best 

for the world, and as a result society will enjoy a more 

shared and durable prosperity.



In my work, I often wonder to what extent 

business can help society in its goals to 

alleviate poverty, preserve ecosystems, 

and build strong communities and 

institutions…

B Lab has proven that there is a way – the 

B Corp movement shows us that business, 

the driving force of our economy, can be 

an agent of change and live up to society’s 

standards.”

- U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright

“B Corp is one of 20 Moments That 

Mattered Over the Last 20 Years”

“Be Like a B Corp is one of 5 Business 

Trends to Master in 2016”

“







Collective Voice 

B Lab inspires millions of consumers, workers, 

investors, policy makers, and students to join the 

movement by building collective voice through a 

unifying brand used by an engaged community, 

university curricula, and compelling storytelling from a 

multi-platform media company. 

3000+
ARTICLES

60MM+
FOLLOWERS

200+
UNIVERSITIES



75% of Global WorkForce will be 

Millennial in 2025



Why Invest in Social Enterprises?

Non-Financial Information is Now Pivotal

Entrepreneurs Want to Lock in Mission

Talent Demands Purposeful Ecosystems

Public Market Investors are Focused on ESG Factors

Sustainability Improves Performance.



"88% of reviewed sources find that 

companies with robust sustainability 

practices demonstrate better operational 

performance, which ultimately translates 

into cash flows," 
Researchgate.net SSRN 

Electronic Journal



Measure What Matters 



Shift from reactive to proactive

Environmental, Health, Safety, & Sustainability 

(EHS&S) Professionals

Materiality and Sustainability



How Does The Assessment Work?







What does B Impact Assessment cover?

Mission & Engagement

Governance

Land, Office, PlantJob CreationCompensation 

Ethics

Transparency

Benefits

Training & Education

Worker Owned

Job Flexibility

Diversity

Civic Engagement Outputs

Local Trans, Dist, & Suppliers

Suppliers, Distributors & 

Product

Input

Health

Serving those in need

Education

Arts, Media, & Culture

Governance Workers Community Environment Customers

Workforce Development

Mission Locked Renewable Energy

Land Conservation

Fair Trade Supply Chain

Microenterprise

Toxin Reduction

Environmental Ed

Basic Services

Economic Empowerment



BIMPACTASSESSMENT.NET



BIMPACTASSESSMENT.NET



BIMPACTASSESSMENT.NET





B-ANALYTICS.NET



B-ANALYTICS.NET



Systemic Impact

When all businesses behave like B Corps, all stakeholders in the ecosystem 

will have better choices and better outcomes

• New products to meet demand

• Credible impact data

Investors

• More solutions at scale

• Fewer negative externalities

Policy Makers

• Innovative economic development

• Improved quality of life

Communities

• Concrete examples, frameworks, and experiences

• Vast, credible data for research

Educators

• Higher quality jobs

• Meaningful work

Workers

• Better choices at retail

• Higher impact, lower risk supply chains

Customers

• Lower carbon, waste, water, toxins

• Fewer resources consumed to make products

Environment



B Lab’s integrated approach to systems change 

makes an alternative viable and scalable.

Start

Develop market

infrastructure

Step 2

Create tools 

to make it easy 

for millions of other 

businesses to follow

Step 3

Inspire billions of consumers, 

workers,  investors and others

to support businesses 

who are a force for good

Step 1

Build a community 

of thousands of credible 

leaders -- B Corps

End

Shared & Durable

Prosperity



What Resources Are Available?



NC B Corp Community

● B Corps 101 every month

● B Corps Happy Hour every quarter

● B Corps Clinic twice a year



NCBCORPS.ORG







B Corps on Campus
More than 200 universities around the world 

are inspiring and empowering the next 

generation of business leaders through 

classroom curriculum that teaches about the 

B Corp movement. 

In North Carolina, NC State has led the way 

in experiential learning through B Impact 

Teams.



N C  S t a t e  B  C o r p  C l i n i c

• Work with aspiring and 

certified B Corps

• In cross-university, 

interdisciplinary teams

• Connect with coaches and 

subject matter experts

• Build B Corp and 

sustainability skills and 

expertise



A  C o m m u n i t y  o f  I n n o v a t o r s

Business Sustainability Collaborative

24
PROJECTS

115
STUDENTS

1100+ 
POINTS

2800+
HOURS



Questions?

Visit bcorporation.net

Visit bthechange.com to read stories about changemakers 

For Local Events & News 

Visit NCBCorps.org or @NCBCorps


