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Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources
(DEMLR)

Sedimentation Pollution Control Program

• State “Sediment Rule” revisions

•Sedimentation Program website changes

•SPCA & NCG01 – Working towards unity

•Self-Inspection & Monitoring Form revisions

•Remission Requests from Penalties
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The Sedimentation Pollution Control Program
To allow development within our State while preventing pollution by sedimentation
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• Enforces Sedimentation Pollution 
Control Act of 1973

• Oversees local sedimentation 
programs

• Educational Outreach

• Covers all land disturbing activities 
except agriculture and mining 
(conditional forestry exemption)

~ 7,900 active projects
~ 2,500 new/year



Regional Offices
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DEQ
Regional Offices

deq.nc.gov



Statutes and Rules 
governing the

Sedimentation Program

5

• Sedimentation Pollution Control Act of 1973 as amended through 
2017 (North Carolina General Statutes 113A-50 et. Seq.) enacted 
by the General Assembly.

• North Carolina Administrative Code Title 15A Chapter 4 
Subchapter A-E adopted by  the Sedimentation Control 
Commission



Sedimentation Control Rule Revisions 
NC Administrative Code, Title 15A, Chapter 04
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Website Home
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/erosion-sediment-control
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https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/energy-mineral-land-resources/erosion-sediment-control


Newsletter
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Website Updates - Forms
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Website Updates – Education & Training 
Publications
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Website Updates – Education & Training 
Publications
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SPCA & NCG01
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Similarities:

•Share common goal of protection of water 

quality & property

•Similar/overlapping requirements & violations



SPCA & NCG01
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Similarities:

• “Tract” means all contiguous land and bodies of water being disturbed or 

to be disturbed as a unit, regardless of ownership.  

• “Common plan of development” means a contiguous area where 

multiple separate and distinct land disturbing activities may be taking 

place at different times and on different schedules under one common 

plan. The “common plan” of development or sale is broadly defined as 

any announcement or piece of documentation indicating construction 

activities are planned to occur on a specific plot regardless of ownership of 

the parcels.



SPCA versus NCG01
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Differences:

• State program versus federal program (NPDES)  

• Materials handling (solid & hazardous wastes)

• Inspection frequencies

• Record-keeping & reporting

• Herbicides, Pesticides, Rodenticides

• Surface withdrawals from basins/traps

• Ground stabilization timeframes



SPCA versus NCG01
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Differences, cont.:

• SPCA applies to all land-disturbing activities and requires an 

approved erosion & sediment control plan for disturbances that 

exceed 1 acre.

• NCG01 applies to land-disturbing activities and requires an 

approved erosion & sediment control plan for disturbances that 

equal or exceed 1 acre or those that are part of a common plan 

of development or sale of that size.  



SPCA & NCG01
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Effective April 1, 2019:

Erosion control plan approvals

&

NCG01 permit coverage

involve two separate application processes

but hold a

dependent relationship
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How do we meet federal requirements in order to 

obtain a Certificate of Coverage?  

“Common Plans of Development or Sale” 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans



References to “Common Plans of Development or Sale”
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Permit coverage is required if one acre or greater of land will 

be disturbed, regardless of the size of the individually owned or 

developed sites. For example, if a developer buys a 20-acre lot 

and builds roads with the intention of building homes or other 

structures in the future, or if the land is parceled off or sold, 

and construction occurs on plots that are less than an acre by 

separate, independent builders, these activities would still be 

subject to stormwater permitting requirements. 

-Virginia DEQ



References to “Common Plans of Development or Sale”
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A construction activity is part of a larger common plan of 

development if it is completed in one or more of the following ways:

• in separate stages

• in separate phases

• in combination with other construction activities

-Texas Commission on Environmental Quality



Common Plans of Development or Sale
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Common Plans of Development or Sale?
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Mixed-Use Tract



Common Plans of Development or Sale?
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Subdivision =
Common Plan

Single commercial lot



Common Plans of Development or Sale?
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Commercial lot < 1 acre



25

So when is an erosion & sedimentation control plan 

necessary?



SPCA versus NCG01
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SPCA versus NCG01
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References to Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans
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Operators of these land-disturbing activities are automatically 

authorized to discharge under the (construction) general 

permit….However, operators must comply with the terms and 

conditions of the general permit including the preparation of a 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  

-Virginia DEQ



Construction Stormwater General Permit
deq.nc.gov/ncg01 (short link)
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Combined SPCA Self-Inspection & NCG01 Monitoring Form
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Combined SPCA Self-Inspection & NCG01 Monitoring Form
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Combined SPCA Self-Inspection & NCG01 Monitoring Form



33

Combined SPCA Self-Inspection & NCG01 Monitoring Form
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Combined SPCA Self-Inspection & NCG01 Monitoring Form
*New for Lot Development
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Combined SPCA Self-Inspection & NCG01 Monitoring Form
*New for Lot Development



Civil Penalty Remission Requests
SL 2015-241 (House Bill 97)
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Civil Penalty Remission Requests
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• Meet your deadline (60 calendar days from receipt)

• Sign & submit all documents.

• Prepare your argument!  Send proof.

• Know your rights.  There’s no turning back the clock.



The End
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