
 
Agenda Item: 16-38 Request for Approval of Hearing Officer’s Report on repeal of 15A NCAC 02D 

.1010, Heavy-Duty Vehicle Idling Restrictions, pursuant to Section 4.24 of 
Session Law 2015-286 

 
Explanation:   The Environmental Management Commission held a public hearing on May 25, 

2016 at 3:00 pm in Raleigh, NC. Program Consultant at the Division of Air Quality 
Lori Cherry served as hearing officer for the hearing. 

 
 The hearings considered the proposed repeal of 15A NCAC 02D .1010, Heavy-Duty 

Vehicle Idling Restrictions, pursuant to Section 4.24 of Session Law 2015-286 which 
mandates the Secretary of the Department Environmental Quality repeal 15A NCAC 

 020 .1010. Until the effective date of the repeal, 15A NCAC 020 .1010 shall not be 
implemented or enforced 

. 
 Section 4.24 of Session Law 2015-286 requires the Secretary of Environment and 

Natural Resources to repeal the Rule 15A NCAC 02D .1010, Heavy-Duty Vehicle 
Idling Restrictions. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources has 
been renamed the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). Until the effective 
date of the repeal of the rule required pursuant to this section, the law prohibits the 
DEQ Secretary, the Environmental Management Commission, or any other political 
subdivision of the State from implementing or enforcing 15A NCAC 02D .1010. 

 
 The Rule 15A NCAC 02D .1010, Heavy-Duty Vehicle Idling Restrictions, was 

adopted in July 10, 2010 to reduce nitrogen oxide (NOx) and particulate emissions 
from heavy-duty trucks (both gasoline and diesel fueled) through the reduction of 
unnecessary idling. Currently, the ozone and particulate matter monitors are 
measuring ambient concentrations lower than the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS).and North Carolina does not have any ozone and particulate 
nonattainment areas.  

 
 Fuel is a large expense for the trucking industry. Idling adversely impacts fleet and 

truck owners by increasing both fuel and maintenance operating expenses. An hour 
of idling time consumes about one gallon of diesel fuel. Additionally, letting an 
engine idle actually does more damage to the engine than starting and stopping. 
Running an engine at low speed (idling) causes twice the wear on internal parts 
compared to driving at regular highway speeds, which can increase maintenance 
costs and shorten the life of the engine. These facts indicate that idling is costly for 
trucking companies which provides companies an incentive to enforce their own 
restrictions on idling. 

 
 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.4(d), DAQ is not required to submit a fiscal and regulatory 

impact analysis to OSBM for proposed rule 15A NCAC 02D .1010 repeal.  
  
 Four persons provided comments for the hearing record during the comment period 

on the proposed repeal of Rule15A NCAC 02D .1010, Heavy-Duty Vehicle Idling 
Restrictions, pursuant to Section 4.24 of Session Law 2015-286. Commenters 



 
included members of the general public, environmental organizations, health-based 
organizations and members of the medical community, 

 
 One person noted that there is no reason to idle heavy-duty vehicles that do not 

have ancillary processes like refrigeration. A second person commented that 
restrictions on idling times for diesel trucks near frack sites would do much to reduce 
the exposure of citizens living in shale areas to toxic diesel air emissions. The third 
person expressed his objection to repeal or relaxation of these standards intended 
to protect air quality was stated. The fourth person commented regarding a potential 
environmental justice problem that the proposed repeal poses and that EMC should 
use its authority to implement Clean Air Act Standards to remedy the gap the NC 
Legislature has left. 

 
 Pursuant to Section 4.24 of the Session Law 2015-286 the Secretary of DEQ has 

the obligation to repeal 15A NCAC 02D .1010, Heavy-Duty Vehicle Idling 
Restrictions.  

 
Recommendation: The Hearing Officer recommends that the proposed repeal as presented in Chapter 

II of this hearing report be adopted by the Environmental Management Commission. 


