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Recent rule-making events: 

July 14  EMC adopted the proposed Stormwater Rules 

July 19 Staff submitted the proposed Stormwater Rules to the RRC 

July 28 RRC provided a Request for Technical Changes (approx. 40 pages).   

August 9 DEQ stormwater staff responded to Request for Technical Changes 

August 18 RRC met and approved the rule set except for the definition of “licensed 
professional” in proposed rule 15A NCAC 2B .1050(14), to which they 
objected.  This objection affects 14 additional rules that reference the terms 
“licensed professional” or “seal.” 

 
 
Version 1 of 15A NCAC 02H .1050 went to public notice beginning February 17, 2016: 

(14) LICENSED PROFESSIONAL. SCMs shall be designed by an individual who meets the 
North Carolina licensing requirements for the type of system proposed. 

 

Version 2 is the language staff submitted to the RRC on August 9th in response to their Request 
for Technical Changes.  Updates from Version 1 are shown in underline and strikethrough. 

(14) LICENSED PROFESSIONAL. SCMs shall be designed by an individual who meets the 
North Carolina professional licensing requirements for that demonstrate a competence to 
design the type of stormwater system proposed. 

 

RRC’s objection to the “licensed professional” language: “Both attempts to define “licensed 
professional” provides unclear notice of who would qualify under the EMC’s definition. The State 
of North Carolina licenses a large number of professions and based upon the definition provided 
by the EMC, it is unclear who “meets the North Carolina licensing requirements for the type of 
system proposed.” In the revised language, it is unclear who is making the determination of 
“competence to design” and what the competence standards may be for consideration.” 

 
Version 3 is the language that DEQ staff is submitting to you today to consider as a potential 
response to the RRC’s concerns shown above. RRC staff have agreed that this language is 
acceptable.  Changes from Version 2 are shown in yellow highlight. 

(14) LICENSED PROFESSIONAL. SCMs shall be designed by an individual who meets the 
North Carolina professional licensing requirements for [that demonstrate a competence to 
design] the type of stormwater system proposed. As the term is used in this Section, 
“licensed professional” means an individual authorized by an occupational licensing board 
to design stormwater systems in accordance with Chapters 89A, 89C, or 89F of the 
General Statutes, and any other individual who can make a showing to the Director that the 
occupational licensing board by which the individual is licensed requires as a prerequisite 
of license issuance a demonstration of competence in the design of stormwater systems. 

 

Note:  Chapter 89A pertains to landscape architects, 89C to engineering and land surveying 
and 89F to soil scientists. 
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