
 
 

Information Item:  18-06 Dam Safety Update on Prioritization of Coal Combustion 
Residuals Surface Impoundments at Allen, Buck, Belews, 
Cliffside, Marshall, Mayo, and Roxboro Steam Stations – Dam 
Safety Requirements 

 
Explanation:  House Bill 630, ratified July 1, 2016, modified the Coal Ash 

Management Act by adding a new subsection (d) to 130A-309.213, 
“Prioritization of Coal Combustion Residuals Surface 
Impoundments.”  Subsection (d)(1)b provides that the North Carolina 
Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) “shall classify an 
impoundment as low-risk” if Duke Energy “has rectified any 
deficiencies identified by, and otherwise complied with the 
requirements of, any dam safety order….”  The NCDEQ, Division of 
Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources (DEMLR) issued to Duke 
Energy, Dam Safety Order (DSO) 16-01 dated August 22, 2016.  
DEMLR received a letter dated June 1, 2018 from Duke Energy 
stating “Duke Energy is pleased to report that, for the coal ash 
impoundments identified in DSO 16-01 at the subject stations, the 
specified repair plans have been completed, and completion reports 
were timely submitted to DEMLR.  DEMLR has conducted as-built 
inspections for each item and has issued Certificates of Final Approval 
indicating that the work had been completed as designed.” 

 
 Additionally, subsection (d)(1)b of 130A 309.213 required DEMLR 

to conduct the annual inspection of each dam associated with a coal 
combustion residual surface impoundment required for that year in 
accordance with G.S. 143-215.32, Inspection of Dams, no later than 
July 1, 2018.  For the subject stations, the annual inspection of each 
dam has been completed and Duke Energy has received Notice of 
Inspection reports documenting that no deficiencies were present at 
the time of inspection.     

 
 Duke Energy is requesting that NCDEQ confirm that Duke Energy 

has complied with all dam safety requirements applicable to the 
subject stations, including DSO 16-01, as required under House Bill 
630, and that any identified deficiencies have been rectified.  All the 
noted deficiencies with Dam Safety Order 16-01, at the subject 
stations, have been identified and rectified with the exception of a few 
vegetation/tree removal projects which are planned to be removed as 
part of the decommissioning at the sites.   

 
 

 


