
Agenda Item:  18-50 Request Approval of the Central Coastal Plain Capacity Use Area 
Assessment Report 

 
Explanation: 15A NCAC 2E .0503 (7) of the Central Coastal Plain Capacity Use Area 

Rules requires that aquifer conditions be assessed in 2008, 2013 and 2018.  
The final version of the 2018 assessment document is now available for 
review by the EMC.  Rule .0503 (7) states that the EMC may adjust the 
aquifer zone boundaries and the water use reduction percentages based on 
this analysis.  The 2018 report was drafted in April 2018 and was 
distributed for public comments on April 18, 2018.  The report was made 
available as a link off our CCPCUA website.  The public notice was 
mailed to our CCPCUA mailing list which includes our permit holders 
and interested parties.  Although the report was downloaded electronically 
over 1,400 times no comments were received prior to our June 1 deadline.  
On June 2, 2018 the final draft document was submitted for review by 
DEQ management.  On July 11 the Water Allocation Committee approved 
the assessment findings and recommendations. 

   
  In short, while water level recoveries have occurred in all of the CCPCUA 

15 county area, salt water encroachment potential remains a potential 
problem.  It is clear that the CCPCUA rules have been effective at forcing 
water suppliers to invest in more sustainable alternate water sources 
beyond the endangered Cretaceous aquifers.  Bringing usage of the 
Cretaceous aquifers to sustainable levels and adding additional supplies 
of water are the core objectives of the CCPCUA rules.   

 
  The current total of annual withdrawals is less than the prescribed final 

reduction which is a strong argument to keep the rules unchanged.  The 
Division will continue to use temporary permits to ease the reduction 
burden on some permittees provided their reduction wells meet certain 
criteria.  These criteria should demonstrate they are withdrawing at a 
sustainable rate and include pump intake placement and monitoring 
requirements.  If the permittee does not maintain those conditions, then 
they forfeit the stable water withdrawal amount and are placed back in 
normal reduction status.   

 
Recommendation: DWR recommends that the Environmental Management Commission 

approve the 2018 assessment document and make no adjustments to either 
the CCPCUA reduction percentages or the reduction zone boundaries.                 

 


