
 

 
FACT SHEET  

 
Former Asheville Dyeing and Finishing Textile Facility 
850 Warren Wilson Road 
Swannanoa, Buncombe County, North Carolina 
EPA Identification Number:  NCD 070 619 663 
 
A draft Hazardous Waste Management Permit has been prepared for the former Asheville Dyeing and Finishing 
Textile Facility to conduct post-closure activities and corrective action at the Facility under the Federal Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).  North Carolina has been authorized by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency to administer RCRA including the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments 
(HSWA) of 1984.   
 
Background 
 
The former Asheville Dyeing and Finishing Textile Facility (ADF) is located at 850 Warren Wilson Road in 
Swannanoa, Buncombe County, North Carolina.  The facility is bounded on the south by Warren Wilson Road; by 
Old Bee Tree Creek Road (State Road 2418) on the west; by Airtronics on the north; and by Bee Tree Creek on 
the east. 
 
During the 1970s, ADF operated a double knit manufacturing process at the facility.  As part of the manufacturing 
process, chlorinated solvents were used for dry cleaning purposes.  The virgin solvent was stored in a 
4,000-gallon capacity underground storage tank (UST).  A second 2,000-gallon capacity UST was used to store 
the waste (or spent) solvent.   
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency collected water samples from two of four production wells located on 
the Charles D. Owen Manufacturing (Owen) property in April 1984.  Owen is located south of the ADF facility 
across Warren Wilson Road.  Analytical results indicated that one of the two wells sampled was contaminated 
with chlorinated solvents.  Perchloroethylene, a dry cleaning solvent, was measured at 950 micrograms per liter 
(ug/L).  The North Carolina standard for perchloroethylene (PCE) in groundwater is 0.7 ug/L.   
 
A fifth Owen production well was installed after the April 1984 sampling event.  All five of the Owen production 
wells were sampled by the North Carolina Department of Environmental Management on January 8, 1985.  
Trans-1,2-dichloroethene and trichloroethylene were detected in water collected from three of the five production 
wells.  PCE was detected in four of the five production wells.  PCE concentrations ranged from 350 ug/L to 5,800 
ug/L.   
 
The source of the contamination in the Owen production wells was attributed to a PCE spill that occurred in 1971 
within the ADF manufacturing building.  The spill reportedly consisted of 50 gallons of 10-percent PCE solution 
and 200 gallons of essentially 100-percent PCE.  The spilled solvent entered floor drains and discharged to an 
eight-inch French drain pipe designed to dewater the building foundation.  The French drain pipe discharged to 
Bee Tree Creek, approximately 1,100 feet east of the plant building.  The spill resulted in a fish kill in Bee Tree 
Creek and the Swannanoa River.  It was reported that most of the spilled solvent infiltrated into the ground prior to 
discharging to Bee Tree Creek.   
 
On March 23, 1985, ADF discontinued the dry cleaning process, shipped all wastes off site, and excavated both 
the virgin storage and waste storage USTs.  One soil sample was collected from the base of each of the UST 
excavations on March 26, 1985.  1,1,2-Trichloroethylene was measured at 730 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) in 
soils collected from the base of the waste UST and at 110 mg/kg in soils collected from the base of the virgin 
UST.   
 
Soil and groundwater assessment were initiated in 1988.  Soils samples collected from the site indicated elevated 
concentrations of acetone, methylene chloride, and PCE.  Nineteen groundwater monitoring wells were installed 
during the first two phases of assessment evaluating the potential impact to groundwater quality associated with 
multiple sources of contamination at the site.    
 
Multiple phases of assessment were conducted, beginning in 1988 and ending in 2008.  The primary 
contaminants include PCE, and its degradation products, trichloroethylene and dichloroethylene.   
 
 



 

 
 
 
Potential Sources of Contamination  
 
The 2,000-gallon waste UST was designated as the RCRA regulated unit in an Administrative Order on Consent 
(AOC) dated August 29, 1990.  The AOC required that the regulated unit (i.e., waste UST) and associated piping 
be closed in accordance with 40 CFR 265.112(a). 
 
Multiple other potential sources of contamination were identified in addition to the RCRA regulated unit.  One 
other potential source was a dump site identified on the ADF property.  Between 1964 and 1969, Northrop 
manufactured solid rocket fuel, munitions, warfare chemicals, and smoke bombs.  Manufacturing wastes may 
have been disposed of at the dump site identified on the ADF property.   
 
The “Northrop” dump site was inspected in May 1985.  The area was heavily overgrown, approximately one acre 
in size, and contained construction and demolition debris, miscellaneous metal materials, tires, and rusted or 
badly decomposed, partially buried, 55-gallon drums.  Analyses of soil, leachate, and sediment samples from the 
area showed the presence of numerous complex organic compounds.  Toxicity of these compounds could not be 
determined.  Due to the heavy overgrowth covering much of the area, the volume of wastes could not be 
accurately determined.   
 
This dump site was evaluated as part of a RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA) conducted in 2004.  It was 
recommended that a RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) be performed to evaluate the potential threat to the 
environment.   
 
A preliminary assessment was performed in 2008.  The assessment included: removal of ground cover; a 
geophysical survey to locate potential subsurface anomalies; and general profiling and sampling of areas 
identified as anomalies.   
 
Thirteen soil grab samples were collected from various points in the dump area.  The following contaminants 
exceeded North Carolina soil screening levels:  benzene, trichloroethylene, benzo(a)anthracene, 
benzo(b)fluoranthene, benzo(g,h,i)perylene, antimony, arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, mercury, 
nickel, selenium, silver, thallium, and zinc.  Perchlorate was also detected in one soil sample at a concentration of 
27.4 micrograms per kilogram.  No soil screening value has been established for comparison.   
 
Hazardous Waste Management Permit 
 
40 CFR 270.1(c) requires that owners and operators of hazardous waste management units obtain either a post-
closure permit or an alternate mechanism in lieu of a post-closure permit.  North Carolina’s Department of 
Environmental Quality Hazardous Waste Section called for a Hazardous Waste Part B Permit Application on 
January 6, 2010.   
 
On February 28, 2019, WASCO submitted a document titled “Part B Permit Application*” to the Department.  The 
Department decided to draft the Post-Closure Hazardous Waste Management Permit based on the information 
provided in the document.  Deficiencies in the document are addressed in the Post-Closure Hazardous Waste 
Management Permit.  The Post-Closure Hazardous Waste Management Permit addresses post-closure care, 
investigation, groundwater monitoring, corrective action, and financial assurance.   
 
Public Comment Period 
 
The North Carolina Hazardous Waste Management Rules require that the public be given a forty-five (45) day 
period to comment on the draft Post-Closure Hazardous Waste Management Permit.  This forty-five (45) day 
period will commence on Wednesday, July 15, 2020, and end on Saturday, August 29, 2020.   
 
A Public Hearing will be held on Friday, August 14, 2020, at 1:00 pm, in the front parking lot of the former 
Asheville Dyeing and Finishing Facility, located at 850 Warren Wilson Road in Swannanoa, North Carolina.  
Additionally, due to public health guidance to reduce the spread of COVID-19, a digital public hearing will also be 
conducted on Tuesday, August 18, 2020, at 11:00 am.  Participation can take place in person, online, or via 
telephone.  Information related to the digital public hearing can be found at:  
https://deq.nc.gov/news/events/public-notices-hearings.   
 

https://deq.nc.gov/news/events/public-notices-hearings


 

 
 
 
All participants will have the opportunity to present five (5) minute oral statements during the Public Hearings 
regarding issuance of the draft Hazardous Waste Management Permit and/or to submit written comments and 
data.  Written comments can also be sent at any time during the forty-five (45) day public comment period.  
Comments should be sent to the following address: 
 

Julie S. Woosley, Hazardous Waste Section Chief 
   Division of Waste Management, NCDEQ  

MSC 1646 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1646 
Julie.woosley@ncdenr.gov 

 
The draft Post-Closure Hazardous Waste Management Permit is available for review at the following web 
address:  https://deq.nc.gov/news/events/public-notices-hearings.  All data submitted by the applicant is part of 
the administrative record.  Files are accessible through the document management system at: 
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/waste-management/laserfiche.  Documents can be searched using the EPA ID 
Number:  *070619663.   
 
All comments received during the public comment period or at the physical/digital public hearings will be 
considered in the final decision to issue, deny, or modify the Post-Closure Hazardous Waste Management Permit.  
Comments received after the public comment period ends on August 29, 2020, will not be considered.  When the 
final decision is made to issue, deny, or modify the Post-Closure Hazardous Waste Management Permit, notice 
will be given to the applicant and to each person who has submitted written comments or requested notice of the 
final decision. 

https://deq.nc.gov/news/events/public-notices-hearings
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/waste-management/laserfiche

