The purpose of the Underground Storage Tank (UST) Section’s Innovative Technology Committee (ITC) is to evaluate new, innovative, or adapted assessment and remediation technologies that are not currently approved for reimbursement from the state commercial trust funds.  In general, a Responsible Party (RP) may use whatever assessment or remediation technology they choose as long as it is approved by the UST Section (usually via the incident manager).  However, if the RP wishes to seek reimbursement from the commercial trust fund for a given technology, it must be a technology that has been approved by the Trust Fund as having been proven to be both remedial and cost-effective.  If the technology is new or innovative or is not routinely approved for reimbursement, then the RP, consultant, or vendor may request an evaluation by the ITC.  Here is a link to the technologies that have been reviewed and whether they are currently eligible for reimbursement:  ITC Roster of Approved Technologies 

The UST Section is always looking for more efficient, cost-effective methods to address petroleum releases, and the ITC will evaluate each technology submitted as quickly as possible.  Our goal is to provide a response within 30 days of receipt of a complete ITC submittal package.  To submit a technology for review, simply provide the information on the “Request to Evaluate Assessment and Remediation Technologies” form.  Please note that the Innovative Technology Committee requires a minimum of three (3) case studies where the technology was used on sites with similar contaminants in similar hydrogeological settings.  At least one year’s worth of monitoring data is required for two of the three studies being evaluated, and the third study can be a bench scale pilot test conducted on the site itself.  Please do not submit case studies using multiple technologies simultaneously since it is very difficult to analyze the effects of each, unless the method submitted for evaluation is, in fact, to use multiple technologies simultaneously for the best effect.  
Assessment Tools:  There are various tools used in the field to evaluate whether the soil, groundwater, or soil vapor contains petroleum compounds including FIDs, PIDs, OVAs, immunoassay kits, MIP, LIF, UVF, etc.  The cost of using these techniques to delineate the extent of petroleum contamination in the field is typically included in the rates published in the corresponding maximum rate document, and a description of these field tools does not need to be submitted for evaluation.   

If you have any questions about the ITC process, please don’t hesitate to contact Sharon Ghiold at (919) 707-8166 or sharon.ghiold@ncdenr.gov  

