NC WW/GW LC Proficiency Testing (PT) Requirements Changes – 2017
The following are major changes to PT requirements. Editorial changes were also made and all are detailed in the Revision History (Section 9.0) of the Proficiency Testing Requirements, Revision 2.0, 5/31/2017 document.
· A current list of approved PT providers may be found on the TNI website at http://nelac-institute.org/content/NEPTP/ptproviders.php. Please remember that the list of accredited vendors may change and should be checked each time PT samples are ordered. Tables listing the required PT samples per parameter method are updated annually and can be found on the following Laboratory Certification Proficiency Testing Requirements web pages: 

· Field Laboratory PT Requirements: 

http://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-data/water-sciences-home-page/laboratory-certification-branch/pt-requirements   

· Non-Field Laboratory PT Requirements:  
http://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-data/water-sciences-home-page/laboratory-certification-branch/pt-requirements-0 

· The following definitions were added for clarification:

Accredited Proficiency Testing (PT) Sample Provider: Where the North Carolina Administrative Code requires use of an Accredited PT Sample Provider, this shall mean a proficiency testing program accredited by a Proficiency Testing Provider Accreditor (PTPA) that meets the TNI requirements for the design, preparation, and operation of PT schemes.
Certified Parameters Listing (CPL): A list of all the analytical methods that a laboratory is Certified to perform and report to clients or the State as Certified Data.
Compliance Sample: For the purposes of this document, Compliance Samples are defined as environmental samples that are analyzed for the purpose of reporting to the State pursuant to 15A NCAC 02H .0802.
NC WW/GW Laboratory Certification Number: A unique identifying number assigned to each laboratory Certified by the NC WW/GW LC Program.
Non-Field Laboratory: A laboratory, including its agents or employees, that analyzes samples for any parameters including and/or beyond those defined as Field Parameters.
Proficiency Testing Provider Accreditor (PTPA): The detailed requirements for The NELAC Institute’s (TNI’s) designated Proficiency Testing Provider Accreditors (PTPA) in the TNI Proficiency Testing (PT) Program are in Volume 4 of TNI’s Environmental Sector Standards and in Module 2 of the Stationary Source Audit Sample Standards.  The designated PTPA is expected to ensure that its accredited PT Providers that provide PT samples under the TNI PT Program meet the requirements in Volume 3 of TNI’s Environmental Sector Standards and its accredited SSAS providers that provide audit samples under the TNI program meet the requirements in Module 3 of the SSAS Standards.  The process by which TNI evaluates an organization to become a TNI-recognized PTPA is found in TNI SOP 4-104, Evaluating Proficiency Testing Provider Accreditors. The TNI Standards and TNI SOP 4-104 are available at The NELAC Institute’s internet site (www.nelac-institute.org ).
Recertification: The re-instatement of Certification at the end of the Decertification period imposed by the Division pursuant to 15A NCAC 02H .0807 by showing to the satisfaction of the State Laboratory that the laboratory has corrected the deficiency(ies).
· The new EPA contact, for Lab Code assignments for PT studies, is:  

 Mr. Jeffrey Wilmoth  

U.S. EPA Region 4 

980 College Station Road 

Athens, GA 30605-2720 

Email: Wilmoth.Jeffrey@epa.gov   

Phone: 706-355-8623

· Water Supply PT studies will not be accepted for organic methods for initial wastewater/groundwater laboratory Certification or for Certification maintenance. Water Supply PT studies will; however, continue to be accepted for other parameter method codes applicable to NC Wastewater/Groundwater laboratory Certification.
· Language stating that ready-use type PTs will not be accepted and that SOPs must address how low-level and high-level PTs, including preparation of multiple dilutions of the sample, will be analyzed was added.
· For initial Certification and Certification maintenance - The NC WW/GW LC Program has opted not to require use of solid or hazardous waste PTs for methods that are not matrix-specific to soil analyses. A laboratory may, however, elect to analyze one or more matrices for a given method. When Certified for a particular method by both aqueous and non-aqueous matrices, a single PT in either matrix shall suffice for demonstration of proficiency for that parameter method. A specific PT matrix is required only in cases where a method is matrix-specific (e.g., SW-846 9071B and SW-846 7471B) or if the laboratory is only certified for one matrix when multiple matrices are available. One exception to this is SW-846 9045D.  No PT is required for that method. If Unacceptable results are obtained, remedial PTs must represent the same matrix as the failed PT. If the remedial PT is Unacceptable, Decertification may be recommended for the parameter method in any or all matrices, not just the matrix analyzed for those PTs. The same principle is applied to Provisional Certifications.
· Language was added to clarify that the requirement to equally distribute PT Samples among trained personnel was on a year to year basis.
· Language was added to clarify that when results from a single PT Sample are reported for multiple methods of the same technology, the most stringent QC requirements among the report methods must have been applied.  
· The following language concerning Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) was added: Accredited PT providers generally spike PCB PT Samples with one or more Arochlors. Acceptable results require proper identification and accurate quantitation of the correct Arochlor(s). In order to evaluate PCB PT results consistently, NC treats them as a single analyte parameter (i.e., any unacceptable result will be considered a parameter miss). Laboratories must report acceptable results (including “less than” values) for all Arochlors in order for the cumulative result to be acceptable. Additionally, since specific Arochlors may not be requested from the Accredited PT Provider, a remedial PT Sample may or may not contain any or all of the unacceptable Arochlors that were in the original PT Sample. This is acceptable.
· The following clarification was added - For Recertification of organic methods that were Decertified for failing the 80% rule on two consecutive PTs, the laboratory must submit two consecutive PTs that pass the 80% rule. Any individual analytes that are graded as Unacceptable in either of the two remedial PTs will be given Provisional Certification status until two consecutive PTs with acceptable grades for those analytes are received. 
· After two consecutive unacceptable results are obtained for an individual analyte, the laboratory should immediately begin qualifying data as “estimated”. Upon receipt of the Provisional Certification notification (sent via certified mail), the laboratory must qualify any reported results for those analytes as “estimated”. The laboratory must also complete a Provisional Certification Form, within 30 days of receipt, identifying North Carolina clients for which affected data may be reported. Failure to complete and return this form by the date due may result in further enforcement actions.

· Laboratories are required to analyze and report an appropriate PT sample by each parameter method on the laboratory’s Certified Parameter Listing (CPL). Previously, only one PT sample for each parameter technology was required. NOTE: PTs are not required for all parameter methods that may appear on your CPL. Refer to the required PT tables on the website.
· Selective Ion Monitoring (SIM) analysis PTs are not required to maintain Certification. However, if PT samples are analyzed using SIM, they will be evaluated and graded the same as for any other single-analyte or multi-analyte group as described in Sections 5.0 and 5.2 through 5.7. If unacceptable results are obtained, remedial PTs must also be analyzed using SIM. Remedial PTs will be evaluated and Decertification may be recommended for the parameter method in any or all matrices, not just the matrix analyzed for those PTs. The same principle is applied to Provisional Certifications.
· Proficiency testing samples are not required for the following parameters: 
· Dissolved Oxygen

· TCLP Metals, 
· TCLP Organics, 
· Non-halogenated Volatile Organics, 
· Extractable Petroleum Hydrocarbons 
· Volatile Extractable Hydrocarbons. 
While PTs for these parameters are available, they may have limited availability or they do not reflect the way Compliance Samples are analyzed in practice and are; therefore, not required to obtain or maintain Certification. 

· PTs shall not be analyzed with additional quality control. They are not to be spiked. They are not to be replicated beyond what is routine for Compliance Sample analysis. PT sample results from multiple analyses (when this is the routine procedure) must be calculated in the same manner as routine compliance samples.
Refer to the Proficiency Testing Requirements document Revision History for additional revisions.

5/31/2017
